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Club Notices
Next Meeting
Tuesday 7th October 2008 , 8pm at the Girl Guide Hall, Erin St Queanbeyan.
Please bring a contribution to supper

After Meeting Speaker

Canberra Artist Greg Alack specializes in drawing vehicles and can
do exclusive illustrations of your car. Greg will show his talents at
the October Meeting

Next Events
Sunday 12th October—Bathurst 1000 and Ladies Day—club house and tour
Sunday 19th October—Capital Powder Coating and run to Googong Dam
Sunday 26th October—Peep behind the Bamboo Curtain
Magazine
Please note that the cut off date for the magazine will be the 15th each month.
Please assist the Editor’s helpers by lodging items early.
email maureen.scattergood@cpsau.com.au

.

After Meeting Entertainment Next
Month—November—before the meeting
If you want to see something just a little bit
different in the parking lot outside our clubhouse,
turn up on the 3rd November at 8pm. The Qbn firebrigade will be our ―before
meeting‖ entertainment and will be arriving in the Scania Fire tender (barring
more pressing needs, such as a fire to attend to). It will be daylight
saving, so if your childhood dreams were to be a fireman, then you will have the
opportunity to climb aboard and see what you missed all these years.
November Club meeting will follow the talk by the Fire Brigade
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Minutes of Monthly Meeting
Held 2 September 2008 at Guide Hall Queanbeyan
Meeting Commenced: 8.15 pm
Apologies as per the Attendance book
Visitors: Nil
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Accepted as issued in The Wheel. Moved:
Pauline Cook Seconded: Ray Malam Carried.
Correspondence In: Service 1 Statement to 3/8/08; Service 1 Cheque
Book; Cootamundra Swap Meet Notice 7/9/08; Cheque for $48 Membership
Renewal; Invitation to Young for Events; Invitation to Blooming Binda 1718/11/08; Shannons Melbourne Spring Classic Auction 1/9/08; Classic Ridz
– Vehicle Restoration & Coach Builders advertising its business.
Emails: Paul Burke re Oil – General Meeting Council on 1/8; Joe Vavra re
Membership # and crashed website.
Magazines: Coota-Hoota; Bike Torque; Get It Together – Yass; Cooma
Driver Chatter, Eurobodalla; ; The Colonial.
Correspondence Out: Email to CBR Trophy ordering name tags for Many
& Paul McAlister, Peter & Ann Toet, Lyndal & Donovan de Ligt.
President’s Report: Application for membership received from Peter and
Chris Davies, payment received. Meeting agreed to accept application.
Treasurer’s Report: The Report provided to the AGM has now been
audited and the Auditor’s Report was read to the Meeting. Moved to accept
the Report: Hugh Spencer. Seconded: Alfred Steen. Carried.
Current Financial Statement.
Balance as at 1 July 2008
$7836.63
Income:
$3620.75
Expenditure:
$4206.65
Balance as at 2 September 2008
$7250.73
Acceptance of Gary’s Report. Moved: Hugh Spencer Seconded: Ian
McLeish. Carried.
Registrar’s Report: Not available as John Corbett was an apologee for the
Meeting.
Property Officer: Ronda and John said sales steady. Request to order 4
broad brimmed hats. Meeting agreed.
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Editor’s Report: Ron Scattergood pointed out that this issue has a white
cover – orange paper not available. Ron suggested that the magazine
should have something like the CAMC ―Colonial‖ Options: price 2,000
covers $352 ie 17cents per magazine – ads no extra; orange and green
$510 ie 25 cents each. The meeting discussed about overprinting the
photos but to include the photos was cost prohibitive. Major problem is
the photo quality. Advertising is not a large fundraiser. Hugh Spencer
offered to follow up with alternatives. Options to be presented to
Committee. Note closing date for articles etc brought forward to 15th of
each month. Ron acknowledged Lawrie’s generous contributions.
Webmaster: Hugh Spencer reported he has worked on the website.
Website will continue to grow. Suggestion to include sponsors, photos of
members’ vehicles, constitution, hints and tips, applications forms etc on
the website. Hugh has started with some of these already.
Events: 2008/2009
Bush Council Easter Rally 2009 at Dubbo – encourage STHARC
members to attend and desirability to book accommodation ASAP.
September: Hall Market run – Lawrie Nock coordinator; Mid West Tour –
details in the magazine Allan & Chris Boyd coordinators;
Queanbeyan Swap Meet – John Corbett coordinator.
October: Bathurst 1000, Capital Powder Coating visit.
Allan pointed out that the BBQ trailer needs to be towed to various events
and therefore STHARC needed volunteers to tow it. Events requiring the
trailer will be marked in the Events List in The Wheel.
General Business: Hugh Spencer presented trophy to Ronda Cornwell.
New member Rob Saarinen showed prints of cars he had had done. Rob
offered to organise the artist to come to a meeting as a guest speaker.
Ronda suggested that new members’ cars be featured in The Wheel –
Ron concurred stating he had this in mind. Payments for ads in The
Wheel are being followed up by the Secretary.
Birthdays, Special Occasions: Rod Lawson’s birthday on Tuesday 2/9;
Ros Hatch 7/9; Allan Boyd 19/9. Jeff was 50 in the last week of August.
Happy Birthday to each of you, and congratulations to all our members
who are celebrating in September.
Raffle: two prizes - donated by R & J Thomas, and R & J Cornwell.
1st prize: Pauline Cook, 2nd prize Rod Lawson. $50 raised.
Meeting closed: 9.47pm
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Coming Events
.

COMING EVENTS IN OCTOBER 2008

Bathurst 1000 day and Ladies Local Outing
Sunday 12 October
Anyone interested in watching the Bathurst 1000 race on TV; a big screen
TV will be set up at the Guides Hall from 8am. Come and go when you
please and please bring a friend or next door neighbor. The Club BBQ
Trailer will be on site for lunch – BYO food and drinks.
Stay until the chequered flag drops!
Ladies also meet at the Guides Hall at 10am. Chris
Hillbrick-Boyd has arranged for a visit Benedict
House Beading and Café and local art
galleries. Return to the Guides Hall for a BBQ
lunch. After lunch more galleries but perhaps venture into Canberra.
Enquiries ring Allan Boyd, John Corbett or Chris
Hillbrick-Boyd. See you at the Hall.

Capital Powder Coating Demo Day
Sunday 19 October
Meet at the Guides Hall at 8.45am for 9.00 am start and take a
short drive to Googong Dam lookout for a look at our (now ACT
owned) very low on water dam.
Continue back to Capital Powder Coating, located in the
Queanbeyan West industrial area at Bayldon Road, by about 10.30am.
Here we will set up the STHARC BBQ trailer for morning tea, followed by
a talk and
demonstration by our host Michael Dougherty and his assistant Steve. As
for our previous visits, bring along a small part of your restoration project
for ―cleaning‖ and/or powder coating.
We will have a BBQ lunch and tea and coffee supplied by STHARC, at a
small cost for each family. However, please bring a salad or a sweet plate
to share and also your own fold up table/chairs.
Being a short run, this is an opportunity to bring out those older vehicles.
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Peeping Behind the Bamboo
Curtain Again
Sunday 26 October
The event on Sunday 26 October with the staff of the
Embassy of the People’s Republic of China is definitely on.
Our hosts have once again offered to provide morning tea at the Embassy
and they have suggested that they would be happy to bring some of their
―picnic out‖ type food to share for lunch. I have accepted their generous
offers on our behalf. We will of course be providing a BBQ type club lunch
with salads and hopefully our usual ―to share‖ afternoon tea.
The idea, as previously advised, is for us to drive to the Embassy in our
old cars, meet with our hosts enjoy a morning tea and a guided tour
around the public areas of the Embassy. We have offered that we will
then take our hosts in our old cars to the club house at Queanbeyan,
where we will have lunch, look at the trucks, tractors etc on display if we
have any, and have a general social event as we did earlier this year at
Cotter Dam, on the grounds surrounding the club house. We will then return our guests to the Embassy.
I haven’t had much of a response from the owners of trucks, tractors,
motor bikes, engines and the like to the suggestion that we have some of
their toys on display at the club house. If no-one is planning to put these
on display I needn’t bother trying to find someone to provide security while
we are at the Embassy for morning tea. I don’t plan to have
equipment there so it is over to those who would like to.
I do not have any useful numbers for the day and at this stage I am not
surprised, but I will need to get a good idea very soon. I would like to
have something close to the final numbers of our members by the end of
the next meeting. The details I need to give the Chinese are the number
of people who are going to be present for morning tea. The details I must
have are the number and types of cars and the number of spare seats
available to transport our guests to and from Queanbeyan.
PLEASE let me have these details as soon as possible so I can
co-ordinate our activities effectively. I can be contacted by telephone on
6230 3320. If there I am not able to answer please leave a message on
the answering machine so I can get back to you.
Lawrie Nock
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STHARC Items Available
The following items are available for sale at our
monthly meetings. Please let our property officers
Ronda & John Cornwell at a meeting or on phone
6297 3174 if you would like to buy or try on any
items. Summer is fast approaching, so you will
need to get your summer STHARC clothing
ordered now.
All clothing is embroidered with the STHARC logo.

Polo T-shirts

$35

Good sun protection Broad brimmed Hat

$18

Peaked Cap

$18

For your car a Must should be a Metal Badge

$27

Plastic Car Badge

$8

STHARC keyring

$11

Club name bars to suit the new CRS number
plates - pair for cars
Club name bars to suit the new CRS number
plates – single for bikes
Polar fleece pullover – adult

$18

Polar fleece vest – adult

$32

Polar fleece pullover – children

$32

Two-in-one jacket (new to our range)

$75

$9
$42
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Brake Hoses
Brake hoses are incredible
preventers of death. They are
made of rubber reinforced with all
sorts of magic mesh and threads.
Their ends are crimped firmly to
stop them flinging themselves off
the metal connectors and they
cannot be made by other than licensed hose makers! They withstand incredible flexing as the suspension pounds up and down and
somehow survive the hazards of rocks etc that may be flung at
them. But they are not immortal.
Brake fluid hoses have a life of 8 years maximum. If you have a car
that uses mineral oil in its hydraulics – work on 5 years life. You
should ascertain when they were last changed on your car. If this is
not possible change them and start a diary. This is a good way to
stay alive!
Bill Coburn
Old Men May Walk Slow but they can Still Think Fast
An elderly man in Queensland had owned a large property for several
years. He had a dam in one of the lower paddocks where he had
planted mango and avocado trees. The dam had been fixed up for
swimming when it was built and he also had some picnic tables
placed there in the shade of the fruit trees.
One evening the old farmer decided to go down to the dam to look it
over, as he hadn't been there for a while. He grabbed a ten litre
bucket to bring back some fruit. As he neared the dam, he heard
voices shouting and laughing with glee. As he came closer he saw it
was a bunch of young women skinny-dipping in his dam. He made
the women aware of his presence and they all went to the deep end.
One of the women shouted to him, 'We're not coming out until you
leave!'
The old man frowned, 'I didn't come down here to watch you ladies
swim naked or make you get out of the dam naked.'
Holding the bucket up he said, 'I'm here to feed the crocodile.'
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Fathers Day visit to Hall Markets
Sunday 9 September started out pretty well. All males who have
fathered children were entitled to special treatment and many got it.
Seven club cars set out from the hall at 9.15am for the run to Hall
markets where the cars were to go on display for the day. Two motor
bikes and another car joined up with us at the markets. It was a bit
more special for having two of our new members with us on their maiden run with the club and having their families join us was a big bonus.
I was pleased that Ashleigh was able to join us too.
Scattergoods sent apologies at their inability to attend due to illness
and Winnets were also unable to join us due to other commitments.
Ann is in Queanbeyan hospital with a pneumonia related problem.
When I called in to see her on Sunday afternoon she seemed quite
comfortable apart from a loss of hearing.
The run over to Queanbeyan was uneventful except for the organiser’s
preoccupation with selection of a route to maximise viewing of the
blossoms. Unfortunately the chosen route took us past the Barton
Highway intersection and a minor doubling back was required. We
arrived at the markets shortly after 10am and took up the same
location we have previously occupied.
The day started out well weather wise and continued that way. There
was a light cloud cover but the sun did break through on a couple of
occasions to remind us that it is spring. There seemed to be a good
crowd attending the markets and although I didn’t go to inspect the
stalls, I did see plenty of people escaping with their prizes.
Throughout the morning we had many interested visitors. Iconic Australian cars were a significant drawcard for many. The other cars also
drew their share of admirers.
The motor bikes created interest quite disproportionate to their dimensions but it was good to have
them with us. Several of our
visitors expressed interest in
becoming
involved in historic/classic
vehicle motoring and a few
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were specifically interested in joining our club.
It was good to see Gordon Reid who was looking well when he called
in to talk to Club Members. Gordon and Wyn were running other sites
at the markets. The Cornwell’s also had a couple of visits during the
day from her daughter and family.
A number of treasures were no doubt acquired by Club members
during the day, however, the plate of Dutch pancakes that Ronda had
located were definitely one
item that was admired by
many.
The organizers have invited us
to come with our cars again if
we wish. They will happily
make similar arrangements for
us any time we wish to attend.

Attendance
Allan and Chris Boyd

1977 BMW 533 CSI coupe

Robert, Heidi, Lily Flynn
and Max Saarinen

1976 VK Valiant Charger

Ray and Barbara Malam

1973 Jaguar XJ6 Series 1

Mandy, Paul, Amy
And Harvey McAlister

1971 XY Ford Fairmont

Lawrie Nock
Ashleigh Nock

1966 MPW Bentley coupe
1960 S2 Bentley

Ronda and John Cornwell

1955 FJ Holden

Peter Jessup

1948/9 Ariel VH 500
Motorcycle

Wayne Russell

1942 BSA WM20 despatch
motorcycle
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Horsedrawn to Horsepower at Narrandera
19 July 2008
By Lawrie Nock
The organisers of the Narrandera Horsedrawn to Horsepower race
meeting issued invitations to a large number of car clubs to participate in
the event by attending and putting their vehicles on display at the
Narrandera Racecourse.
The meeting was held on 19 July. Members of the ACT branch of the
Rolls Royce Owners Club of Australia decided to take the invitation to
participate. Several members of the club live in the region and it seemed
like a good opportunity to hold a club event in which they could participate
without having to travel as far as Canberra. Some STHARC members
who are also members of RROCA decided to participate. Chris and
Narelle O’Rourke drove their 1957 Silver Cloud and Lawrie and Jane
Nock took the 1966 MPW Bentley coupe for the run.
We met up at Murrumbateman around 6.30am and proceeded to Yass
Golden Arches for coffee and an early morning snack. At Yass Jane took
over the Bentley and Narelle joined her while I travelled with Christopher
for the drive to Wagga Wagga where we stopped to refuel. The Cloud
rides beautifully and it is not difficult to understand why those who had
grown up with such motoring so lamented the introduction of the Silver
Shadow series. There is a grace and elegance which cannot be achieved
in the more modern vehicles.
The fuel obtained at Wagga Wagga disagreed with the Bentley’s digestion
and on the way to Narrandera the car belched or something like that, the
air intake hose off. Thereafter the car ran more like a hairy goat than an
example of horsepower at work. There was a minor fear that it might
become a contender for a horsedrawn award but it made the distance to
the racecourse. Once the hose was reconnected everything returned to
normal and the car ran well for the rest of the weekend.
The Narrandera event was a bit of a disappointment for the organiser of
the classic car participation, as only about 20 cars turned up from about
50 clubs which were contacted. There was even a significant withdrawal
rate on the day by owners who had indicated their intention to attend.
About half of the cars present were from the Crewe crew drawn from both
the local and NSW branches. The most interesting of these was a Silver
Shadow ―Morty‖ originally delivered to the Duchess of Munster and
converted into a hearse before being reconverted into a station wagon.
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There was also a former ACT 1953 Morris Minor on display with the owner’s other
1961 Morris Minor and for the Ford fanciers a Mk IV Zodiac. A couple of red
MGBs, a couple of modern sports cars, an XJ6 coupe, a Goggomobile sedan and
a 4 door Peugot 203 made up the rest of the display.
The participants had a nice outing and the weather, although a bit windy and
chilly, wasn’t too bad.
Narelle and Jane made their contributions to the local economy by visiting the
shopping centre. At one stage there was some speculation that they may have
been kidnapped but about lunch time they turned up.
Christopher made a minor contribution to the bookmakers’ superannuation funds
before returning to Wagga Wagga Carriage Motel where ACT RROCA had a club
dinner in the dining room. The food was excellent. The chef found it quite within
his capacity to have delivered to the table about 20 meals selected from the al la
carte menu almost simultaneously and hot.
On Sunday morning Christopher and Narelle paid their respects to the Wagga
Swap meet while Lawrie and Jane travelled to Temora to attend the
Flying Day at the air museum. It is possible that Narelle was looking
for a 1931 model bed pan for the mantle piece while it was difficult to
establish what trophies Christopher had set his heart on. For the
aviators the wish list was very simple. We wanted to see all of the
aircraft flying with a special preference for the sound of the Rolls
Royce Merlin.
We travelled in convoy from Wagga with another RROCA car. Kerry
Bos and his passenger Doug are both ex air force and Doug has
recently had his book about the RAAF in the Korean War ―A
Fortunate Few‖ published. Doug drove the Bentley most of the way
to Wagga.
On our arrival at the airfield we were greeted with drizzling rain – not unexpected
but also not a welcome scene. One of the parking attendants took a liking to the
Bentley so we spent some time playing with the car before heading for the
museum. We were a bit late arriving so the museum visit was truncated. In the
hangar we looked over the displays and then it was time for flying.
The weather started to close in as the Wirraway took off and it didn’t get any
better for the rest of the day. By the time they landed the commentators had
been driven off the tarmac into the hangar and aircraft were being wheeled back
under cover. It looked like flying might be over for the day but hope springs
eternal and I hadn’t had my fix of Merlin. Neither had the staff because they left
one of the Spitfires out on the tarmac and I reckoned that meant that if it stopped
raining I was going to see it fly. I was right.

STHARC EVENTS to JANUARY 2009
CONTACT

BBQ
Trailer

11 Jan Sun

2009

26 Oct
Sunday
4 November
Tuesday
15 November
Saturday
15 November
Sat
6 – 7 Dec
Sat – Sun
14 December
Sunday

19 Oct
Sunday

12 Oct
Sunday

President’s Twilight Run & STHARC Meeting BBQ/Games
eg cricket, marbles, bowls – Molonglo Gorge Reserve, off

Bathurst 1000 Day – Big TV/BBQ lunch at Guides Hall.
8am til the chequered flag.
Alternative: visit Benedict House Beading & Café, local art
galleries
Capital Powder Coating Demonstration Day
First a run to Googong Dam then demo. 8.45am for 9am
start
Peep Behind the Bamboo Curtain
See details in Sept newsletter. 9.00 for 9.15am start
Melbourne Cup Day Run
Retired members & others
get-together – venue TBA
Girl Guide Fete Static display near Questacon
Details to be confirmed. 9am for 9.15 start.
Queanbeyan Show – STHARC promotional site
Direct to Queanbeyan Showground. 8am.
Young Cherry Festival overnight run
More details later. 8.15 for 8.30am start.
STHARC Christmas Party Lawrie & Jane Nock, Vaughan
9.30 for 9.45am start
Rd, Sutton.

Ian McLeish 6230 3344

Lawrie Nock ph 6230
3320
Chris Hillbrick-Boyd
Ph 6297 6014
John Corbett
ph 6297 7285
Bob Cannon ph 6299
1901
Chris Hillbrick-Boyd
Ph 6297 6014
Events Committee &
Club members

Allan Boyd/John Corbett
Ph 6297 6014/ 6297 7285
Chris Hillbrick-Boyd
6297 6014/0419 013 263
Allan Boyd
Ph 6297 6014

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

All STHARC runs start from the Qbn Girl Guides Hall unless otherwise indicated.

Date

Club meetings are held monthly on the first Tuesday at 8pm at the Guide Hall, Erin Street, Queanbeyan
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Although the conditions remained unpleasant the
rain stopped for long enough for a pilot to swim out
to the Spitfire and start it up. What a glorious noise.
I pretended that our cars sounded just like that which you can do when you are far enough away
from reality. Then it was up there. It swept in
towards us and banked beautifully to the right around the roundabout at
the end of Yass Road just like I do on the way to club meetings on
Tuesday nights. Then it came around again making a shallow dive over
the low level crossing before banking to the right at the Marco Polo club
corner and climbing up the hill towards the club house. He must have
been lost because he did this a number of times. As it taxied up towards
the parking area I noticed that someone had filled in the pot holes. Then it
was over and the rain was coming down again anyway so it was back to
reality.
OK so its 27 litres makes a slightly different noise from what comes out of
our 6 litres or so. I bet that if I pulled the exhaust pipe off ours would
sound pretty good too. One of the smart things they did with the Merlin
engine is they left the muffler off altogether. This overcomes the
embarrassment of having the thing fall off or wear out.
Aircraft
manufacturers seem to have adopted this practice in those days as I
noticed that most of the other aircraft were similarly unequipped.
This thing is seriously fast but on reflection I doubt that it could make the
turn at the roundabout or at Marco Polo corner as well as we can. And I
bet that I can stay on the move longer on 100 litres of fuel than the Spitfire
can. And when he does need to refuel he isn’t going to get within a bull’s
roar of a petrol bowser. That thing isn’t even going to get through the
front entrance to the local servo.
It was a bit of an anticlimax to have to get back into a car for the drive
home but we did and we made it. The disappointment of seeing so few of
the aircraft flying was somewhat offset by the drive home through
continuing rain and the arrival to wet paddocks at home. I can try another
day for a fix of historic aviation and will almost certainly do so.
Quotes from Jeremy Clarkson—Top Gear
"The air conditioning in a Lambos used to be an asthmatic sitting in the dashboard
blowing at you through a straw."
"I don't understand bus lanes. Why do poor people have to get to places quicker
than I do?"
"Britain's nuclear submarines have been deemed unsafe...probably because they
don't have wheel-chair access."
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Austin A40—Joe and Maureen Vavra
The Austin A40 sedan was a best seller in Australia after World War II.
The big American cars long favoured by the Australian motorist were short in supply and the new Aussie car, the Holden, had not yet made its mark, although it was
soon to do so. These cars were
also expensive.
The A40 Countryman was first
offered as a production vehicle in
September of 1948. The Countryman was essentially the Panel Van
body with a rear folding bench seat
and with windows added to make a
metal-bodied estate car.
The Countryman, advertised as a
two door 4/5 seater wagon with
excellent carrying capacity,
particularly with the rear seat folder flat, was aimed squarely at the man on the
land, at a time when Australia was said to be ―riding on the sheep’s back‖.

Our story of the “Batmobile”
I admit my darling wife Maureen, did not necessary accept my wedding
anniversary present to her in 1971, with quite the amount of gratitude I expected.
We lived in Sydney then. I bought Maureen the 1953 A40 Countryman as means of
economical transport, from a workmate of mine at Nu-Ford Sales at Lakemba. He
was the one who named the car the ―Batmobile‖. After 18 years of use the car had
faded duco, rather worn upholstery and more than a suspicion of rust.
However, Maureen soon came to appreciate her vehicle, recognising, as I had, that
the car had character as well as being practical for family use with its wide opening
rear doors, handy carrying capacity and inherent strength.
A previous owner had replaced the original engine with 1622 cc ―B‖ series BMC
engine. To that a Holden Stromberg carburettor had been added. That engine had
heaps of power unlike the original 1200cc. Maureen’s brother borrowed the
―Batmobile‖ one day, because his car had been stolen, as he drove to work
approaching an intimidating hill, he thought he should change down a gear or two.
So he did, from 4th down to 2nd in one change at 45 m.p.h. This resulted in the
crankshaft snapping like a fresh carrot. His ignorance was never forgotten. A
second-hand 1200cc OHV engine, as originally fitted, and in quite serviceable
condition was located and installed.
Eight years of hard work ahead. Thus began a restoration project which was to
take us more than eight years to complete (notice I said us, Maureen helped), in
between starting a family, moving house and coping with normal work
commitments.
In order to learn more about our car I made contact with other Austin A40 owners.
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Some of them had begun to exchange ideas and know-how. A few of us joined
the Austin A40 Car Club of Australia Victoria. We soon realised there was a
need for a club in NSW to cater for locals and their A40s. The Austin A40 Car
Club of
Australia (NSW branch) was formed and I became a foundation member.
Restoration work then proceeded in earnest. We carried out much of the work
ourselves, using very little outside professional help. The job was made much
easier with the help and support of Maureen and A40 club mates.
I started by removing the body from the chassis and restoring the chassis to its
former glory. Next I tackled the job of rewiring the car. When I removed the old
wiring loom, it literally fell apart in my hands. I then set about rewiring the
vehicle myself with little experience, loads of kept knowledge of electricity from
school days and only a workshop manual (from a Morris Minor low light) to
guide me. As it turned out, the wiring diagrams are very similar between the
Austin and Morris.
It was necessary to call in outside help to repair the badly rusted body sills,
which had holes as big as your fist in them.
A Bedtime story. One amusing side light on the restoration is about an old
and rather disreputable mattress I obtained so I could lay the Countryman
body on its side to work on the underside. The lady, who owned the mattress
sitting in her carport, was sure I wanted to take the dirty, old thing home to
sleep on. I had a job convincing her of what I was actually going to use it for.
Trimming. One of the most laborious tasks was reupholstering the car.
Earlier A40’s had been upholstered in leather but the Countryman and other
commercial vehicles used Leatherette, similar to vinyl with less stretch.
Carefully I set about hand-stitching new upholstery to match and retain the
original pattern. Maureen’s domestic sewing machine was not equal to the
task, so it looked like hand stitching was the only way.
When it seemed as though I was going to wear my fingers out on those seats,
I began to look around for a better method. I invested in a second-hand
industrial sewing machine, which set us back about $500 (a fair cop in 1978),
but it was worthwhile. The finished upholstery, carpet and trim took about three
weeks
concerted effort and looked great.
Finishing touches. A tradesman friend of mine, Reg Lloyd, who had studied
the mystic art, applied an authentic simulated woodgrain finish to the metal
dashboard and front door window surrounds. I tackled varnishing the natural
timber with which the sides of the interior of the car are lined.
The Exterior. Maureen and I laboriously stripped the body of all traces of
paint, this took ages. Using an airless spray-gun, I etch-primed and applied
five coats of undercoated to the body. The car remained in the garage in
undercoat for about 4 months of summer. In this time I managed to buy a
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second-hand 8 cfm air compressor and 8 litres of ―Land Rover Light Green‖
Dulon acrylic paint. The compressor was used to spray the smaller bits and
pieces and I intended to spray the body using it.
Seeing I was a bit reluctant to tackle spraying the body, a good mate of ours,
Tony Andrews, who was quite adept at spray painting, offered to do the job, so
I accepted. We soon found our compressor couldn’t keep the air supply up
when spraying larger bits like the body. So Tony went home and returned with
his 12 cfm compressor. The job was finished to a very high standard by the
following afternoon.
The home stretch. There were bits of painted A40 scattered all over the yard.
Our motivation to have the car finished was the A40 Club’s rally to Adelaide. It
was only two weeks to departure day now. In fact, even with our huge effort,
working late past midnight for days, it looked very much as though our family
would not be able to take part, as on the appointed day, the ―Batmobile‖ was
still without glass and unregistered.
Reluctantly, the others in the club said ―join us in Melbourne‖ as they left to fit in
with the timetable and arrangements they had already made. Just one day later
the Countryman was registered, a pop-up camper attached, and the Vavra
family was on its way to catch up with the advance party.
Station Wagon or Panel Van?
By definition, the ―Department of Motor Transport‖ now the RTA in NSW, would
not accept the vehicle for registration as a station wagon. Their definition of a
station wagon was: four door vehicle with open space behind the rear seat for
luggage or goods. The Countryman had only two doors. They accused me of
fitting the side windows and back seat myself. Naturally I disagreed with them. I
then produced the A40 workshop manual that clearly illustrates the Countryman features. The inspector insisted I fit a pair of external mirrors as a compromise. I saw an opportunity for a win – win situation so I ducked out and paid
$20 each for the mirrors, out of our holiday money. All else considered this was
a minor problem in passing the necessary strict test applied to register an older
vehicle that had been off the road for eight years.
The evidence that the ―Batmobile‖ was worthy of registration is supported by
the fact that the otherwise untried vehicle was able to complete the round trip to
Adelaide and back uneventfully. The distance is about 5000 kilometres (or
3000 miles as recorded by the A40 speedo), with only a brake adjustment
necessary and some ―shaking out of cobwebs‖ from one or two instruments
and gauges.
Competition & Rallies.
All this took place in May 1981. Since then ―Batty‖, as named by Maureen, has
recorded a number of successes in Concours, including a National outright win
for A40s of all models in Melbourne in 1983 and winner of the Commercial
Vehicle class at the All British Day held at Greens Motor museum in 1984.
The ―Batmobile‖ has travelled to and participated in: the A40 Rally in Adelaide;
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many A40 Concours in Melbourne & Sydney; all the Austins Over Australia
rallies (Tamworth, Yass, Wangaratta Toowoomba, Queanbeyan, Adelaide);
numerous NRMA Motorfests in Sydney; many All British Days in Sydney,
Wagga Wagga, Griffith NSW, Canberra. And many other club organised
events. All these were achieved under its own power. She only had to be
trailered when we moved from Leeton to Canberra. The old girl (the car) is
showing normal signs of much use and age and could do with a tidy up here
and there, but I still trust her to take us anywhere and get us home safely.
Mind you, we have had our moments.

Specifications:

1953 Austin A40 GP4 Countryman.
Number Manufactured 1948 - 57: 26,587. Options fitted: Heater, day /
night mirror, Petrol locking cap and chrome dress rims. Engine: 1200 cc
Overhead valve, cast iron monobloc type with crankcase being integral part
of block, compression 7.2:1. Bore and Stroke 65.48 mm x 89 mm. Maximum
BHP 40 at 4300 rpm. Maximum torque 59 at 2400.
rpm. Induction: Downdraught Zenith type with accelerator pump. Transmission: 4-speed manual column shift with synchromesh on 2 nd, 3rd and 4th
gears. Brakes: front and rear Girling hydraulic drums 9‖ diameter x 1 ¼‖
width. Suspension: Front Independent coil controlled by Armstrong double
acting hydraulic shock absorbers. Rear – 9-leaf semi-elliptic reverse camber
springs interconnected by anti-roll torsion bar. Curb Weight: Early models
with a fabric roof insert and an aluminium rear body section 1,900 pounds.
The later steel body models weighted 2,259 pounds. Estimated top speed:
70 m.p.h. (downhill with a tail wind).
The Countryman (GP2) with full chrome grill as for the sedan, was introduced in September of 1948. GP3, with new pressed metal grill, was introduced in May of 1951. GP4 was introduced in August of 1951. GP5 was introduced in September of 1954 and discontinued in March of 1957. The
GP5 was fitted with the new 1200cc ―B‖ Series engine.
In August of 1951 the A40 models were changed to use a column gear
change, a centrally-located instrument panel, a different steering wheel and
full hydraulic brakes.
In 1950 the Countryman sold for £147 more than the Panel Van.
An A40 Devon 4 door sedan, 4 cylinder and quite nicely furnished, cost
about £760 ($1520), as did the 4 cylinder member of the Vauxhall family, the
Wyvern. On the other hand the Holden was more than £900 ($1800) and the
American cars such as Ford, Dodge and Chevrolet were well over £1000
($2000). With such long waiting lists some buyers were even prepared to
pay a premium to get the car of their choice!
The four cylinder British cars were more economical too. An A40 with its
1200cc engine was capable of a useful 30 m.p.g. (10.7 km / ltr).
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Queanbeyan Swap Meet
September 27-28th
For the first time, our Club set up an advertising stand at this year’s
Queanbeyan Swap Meet and from all reports it was very worthwhile. The
purpose of doing this was to raise the profile of our club in the local area
and to introduce ourselves to any one who may be interested in taking up
heritage motoring as a hobby or to locals who haven’t caught up with us
yet.
The stall was definitely worthwhile with numerous membership packs given out to prospective members and a lot of club information passed onto
others.
Our esteemed president Ian McLeish proclaimed that interest was much
higher at this swap than at our stand at the Canberra Swap Meet. Here’s
hoping that this is borne out with a membership increase over the new few
months.
The swap meet itself seemed to have more stalls than previous years,
however the crowd was perhaps a little less. The crowd this year seemed
to have deeper pockets and shorter arms than previous years with stall
holders often having to work hard to make a sale.
One local stallholder was doing his best to sell his breadmaker to any likely lady who slowed down to look at his wares. Maureen S managed to
decline the breadmaker, however ended up being sold a cowboy hat.
When trying it on, and asking how it looked, the intrepid stallholder raced
over to another stall and borrowed a rearview mirror from a holden (well,
all gents know that ladies always use them to look at their makeup, not
look at what’s behind their car!!)
He was told not to return the mirror, which was just as well as Maureen’s
5 yo niece Rachel decided she just had to have a matching hat.
If a 5 yo wants to look how their potential new hat looks, well, it is a CAR
swap meet, and rearview mirrors obviously have more uses than just decorating Holden interiors. Rachel was rather impressed with the image in
the mirror and was soon seen in said matching hat. In hindsight, the only
surprise was that Aunty Maureen got away without the
rear view mirror as well as the hat.
A number of wandering members were pleased to
catch up with Pam and Les Warren (now residing at
Young) who have been an institution at swap meets for
years. Les wishes to sell his motorhome that was on
display, downsizing to a smaller unit. If you are interested, your editor has
Les’s contact details.
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Canberra Swap Meet
Sunday 2nd November 2008
7am to 3pm
What

parts and accessories for Old and new cars, motor
bikes and engines, automobilia, books, tools,
models, toys, antiques & collectibles etc.
Spring clean the garage and set up a stall. Be
early for the bargains or just bring along the family
for a day out. Club and Trade displays welcome

Where

Exhibition Park (EPIC), Northbourne Ave,
Canberra (in buildings F & F at northern entrance,
near Shell Service Station

Sites

150 indoor sites 3m x 3m (many with power)
$15 per site (includes entry for 1) - bookings
Essential Set up from 12.30pm to 8.30pm Saturday
1st November (Fitzroy Pavilion not available for set
up until after 4pm)
Free overnight camping with hot showers available
200+ outdoor sites 5m x 5m $10 per site (entry for
1) - no bookings. Set up from 12.30pm Saturday or
6am Sunday

Admission Adults $3, children under 12 free
Parking

Ample free parking available

Food

Hot food and refreshments available all day on site
Bookings and Additional Information
Email committee@vvcmcc.org
Phone 0428 697 105 (ah)
Snail The Swap meet Organiser
VV&C MCC ACT Inc
PO Box 3127, Manuka ACT 2603

Organised by the Veteran Vintage and Classic Motorcycle Club ACT Inc
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Out and About
Sorry to report the passing of Walter Davis on the 5th
September. Aged 85, Walter was a Royal Navy
veteran. The Club’s sympathy goes out to Terry and
Glenda and family on this sad occasion.
Sympathy of Club Members also goes to Les and Pam Warren . Les’s
mother also passed away in September. She had been a resident of the
Galong Nursing Home for a long period and was aged 89.
The ACT Small Ford Owners Club muster is being held in Canberra on
the weekend of October 31st-November 2. This is their 9th event and
with many out-of-towner visitors expected, Canberra could be over run
with Anglias, Prefects and Fordson vans and the like.
Canberra could look like the set for the show ―Heartbeat‖
Saturday 8th November sees the ―Yass Valley Heritage Celebration ‖take
place in Banjo Patterson Park from 10am. Yass club member Glenda
Snape has built this event into a major event with whole of weekend
activities planned. Entries close 31st October.
Glenda’s contact 6227 1111
Revheads please note—Summernats takes in in New Year’s Eve this
yer. With the usual New Year Eve’s events as well in Canberra, could be
a great night to stay home.
Secretary Jane Nock is currently visiting family in South Africa. We look
forward to her return and the stories about some of her more interesting
experiences.
You may have noticed that Qantas has had a few problems lately, from
quite minor to potentially serious. Recently, a Sydney to Perth flight made
an unscheduled stopover in Adelaide. Of the seven toilets on the 767,
only three would flush. ―Passenger comfort must take priority‖ said the
spokesman.
Never fear, things will get better for the airline. Rigorous testing on the
new Airbus A380 shows the plumbing working at 120 kph!! Stand clear
before flushing!!
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Anne Scattergood spent a week in hospital with pneumonia this past
month, causing all to miss the Hall Market Run. In herself, Anne is now
Ok, however, she is stone deaf, the flu also causing ruptured eardrums.
Household conversation was via scribbled notes. Luckily we’re all literate.
In hospital, one could read all of Anne’s conversations for the day,
although the whole hospital probably knew about Anne’s treatment, as
the Doctor assured Maureen that he had been able to shout loud
enough.
Anne would like to thank members for their best wishes and particularly
Chris Hillbrick-Boyd and Lawrie Nock for visiting her in the QDH.
Hear tell that the McLeish family are not overly amused at the local
government bureaucracy and the RTA at the moment. In fact steer the
conversation around to that subject and you could see some steam fly
out the ears and nostrils of our erstwhile president. Apparently the
requirements of the Yass Valley Council, the RTA, the Environmental
mob, and no doubt a number of other government departments are just a
little bit onerous.
Ian wants to build a new house and have car access to the backwater
Sutton Road. There is already a shed there, with tractors, hay balers and
the like already having access to the Sutton Road. However, the rules
are different for a tractor and a car. The bureaurocrats have now
improved on their original requirements to now only require a new
entrance that will allow a B-Double semi trailer truck to comfortably park
off road so the driver can open the gate. One wonders why a B-double
needs to park in Ian’s entrance, when they are not actually allowed to
travel on the Sutton Road in the first place.
Perhaps Ian and Krys could be convinced to be our after meeting
speakers on the joys of the Local Government one evening. Just make
sure the fire extinguisher is working :)
Bob and Brenda Canon have returned to Queanbeyan after a trip to
Rockhampton. The purpose of the trip (or rather the excuse for the trip)
was to catch up with Brenda’s sister who lives in that fair city. Bob
Reckons it is great country up there, but agreed that a knowledge of the
Japanese language could be an advantage.
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After the recent winds, the editor has found that one of his sheds
now has heaps of natural lighting. The roof is no longer a roof and
is now scattered around the adjoining paddock. Ron now has the
opportunity to decide if he really wanted to add the skylight he had
never thought about before..
And the guttering needed replacing anyway
Slinging off at makes not owned by you is par for the course, so is
corrupting model names.
FORD takes a caning (after all, it is a 4 letter word), but varies from
―Found on Rubbish Dump‖, Fix or Repair Daily‖, or(There are a
couple of believers in the club). ―First on Race Day‖
FIAT - Found in a Tip, or Fix it Again Tony
BMW—Bavarian Money Waster (Sorry Allan)
However, the ―Coota Hooter‖ offers a couple of extras we hadn’t
heard before
VOLVO - Very Odd Looking Vehicular Object
VW - Very Wonderful or Virtually Worthless
Chris Forsey has decided that the solution to all of his financial
woes is quite simple. He is going to stop buying the newspaper as
they cost too much. Cost too much ?? $2 for a newspaper you
say? Chris assures us that it is definitely the newspaper’s fault.
Every time he reads one, he invariably ends up with another car to
take up more of the rapidly diminishing space in his garage. The
last reading of the newspaper produced a couple of Alvii (plural of
Alvis) that just couldn’t be resisted. You can read all about them in
next month’s ―The Wheel
―Swap Meets always have a good social bonus. There are always
people you haven’t seen for years, members of out of town clubs
as well as a few new acquaintances that are just straight out dags
One interesting gent who came to Ron’s stand bought an old
shearer’s handpiece. He checked out the numbers on it and then
told Ron that he would have helped make it just are World War 2.
He worked for Lister-Blackstone.
I’d say that was close to an old car nut finding his favourite old car
after years apart.
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For Sale
1948 AUSTIN A40 in good condition $6000 ONO including parts. Contact
Gordon or Win Reid on 02 6299 6995.

Austin 1800 Mk11 1969 English Body One Owner. Car purchased new in
Brighton Vic. White, blue upholstery, good tyres, few stone chips on paint
122340 miles Vic Reg June 09. Neat tidy Car—Reasonable Offers considered
Lorraine 0425 282 540 (Yarrawonga)

1969 FORD F600 truck. $12000 Contact Jim
Kampouris on 02 6299 3046.

MERCEDES BENZ 250 Contact Max DeOliver on 02 6297 7763
WANTED Starter Motor for a TEA 20 Ferguson DIESEL tractor. Any
condition, however, good working order preferred.
Don Cameron 0439 634 006

HR HOLDEN Premier—186 factory 3 speed, disc brakes, mags. Alive
and going, some work done. $1,800 ono
Ian Scattergood 0411 566 770
1940 FORD PREFECT E03A

One of the very rarest of Fords made in
Australia. Condition mostly complete but poor. Front half easy to restore but the
rear a challenge. $500. Contact Hugh Spencer on 02 6236 3336.

DAIMLER DB18

Upright design, partly restored, in bits. $500 Contact Hugh
Spencer on 02 6236 3336.

TORANA LC 1970 model SL2600. Factory fitted 6 cyl 161, 3 speed Trimatic.
Minor body work required. Usable interior. 58,000 genine miles. Excellent
restorer #LC19076A Ron Scattergood 62363219

1938 Hudson Ute all original. Rusted floors and tailgate. Located at Narrabri
$2,500. Michael Wallace, PO Box 263, Goulburn 2590
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Repairs to all makes and models, including LPG vehicles.
NSW & LPG Rego Inspections

33 KENDALL AVE
QUEANBEYAN 2620

Ph.:6297 8557
Fax:6299 3800

Capital Diesel Service
Diesel fuel injection specialist
John and Pam Corbett
pco04198@bigpond.net.au
Ph. 6297 7285
Mob.: 0412 295 177
8 Lily Place Queanbeyan 2620
Seiffert Automotive
All types of mechanical work done to most
makes and models of vehicles.
Authorised Inspection Station NSW &
ACT.

Albert & Andrew Neuss
8 Endurance Ave Queanbeyan
02 6297 6225

THANK YOU
Thank you this month from the editor to Laurie and Jane
Nock, Allan and Chris Boyd, Bill Coburn, Ronda and John
Cornwell, Rod Lawson for their contributions to another issue,
and to our printing and collating team –John and Rhonda Winnett, Geoff Rudd, Kristyna McLeish, Jane Nock and Paul Hogarth for his exceptional expertise at the photocopier.

by

KENWORTH

1 Lorn Road
Queanbeyan NSW 2620
Telephone: 02 6297 3862
Facsimile: 02 6299 2680

office manager

James Gildea

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc
P O Box 1420 Queanbeyan NSW 2620

Call Michael
on 6297 5508

70 Bayldon
Road Queanbeyan

Sandblasting
Powder Coating

If it’s Metal we can
Coat it
Old Car parts a speciality
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