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Club Notices
Next Meeting
Tuesday 3rd February 2009 , Please bring a plate for supper to share

February After Meeting Speaker
The meeting speaker will be Manager of NRMA Queanbeyan Speaking
on all aspects of NRMA - Road Service, Insurance, Other services.
Next Events
1st February -Sunday -Hall Markets
15th February Girl Guide Hall Working Bee
22nd February Gunning /Bredalbane Markets and garage Crawl
7th March Crookwell Country Festival
For our genteel members.
Ladies Etiquette for Travelling.
The following item has been lifted from an 1875 Tasmanian Newspaper.
 If talking with strangers leads to further conversations, it should
still remain impersonal.
 A lady may certainly accept from a stranger any little polite
attentions – the loan of a rug or cushion on a long journey,
opening or closing a window, help with luggage or securing the
services of a porter.
 A much debated travel question is which of several passengers
in a train carriage has the right to decree whether a window shall
be open or closed. It is generally conceded that the window seat
passenger facing the engine has the right, but should not
exercise it in an arbitrary manner.
 Any refreshments taken in the train should be of a nature and
consumed in a way that cannot cause offence to others.
 Little children should be properly looked after.
A lady (possibly blonde) was overheard to say – “The weather would have
been much colder too, if the thermometer had been longer!”
Olde Worlds proverb – “Fish and visitors both start to stink after 3 days.”
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Minutes of Monthly Meeting
Held 9 January 2009 at Ian McLeish’s Toybox at Sutton Road, Sutton
Meeting Preceded by Twilight Run via Gold Creek and Gungahlin
Meeting Commenced: 7.15 pm called to order by the Hornblower
Members Present 32 Apologies 9 Visitors: 12
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Accepted as issued in The Wheel. Moved
Pam Corbett , Seconded Ray Malam. Carried.
Correspondence In: Service 1 Statement to 3/12/08,. Advertising renewal
& re-issued cheque for $25 from Albert Neuss. (Jane put 1st one in a very
safe place & will reimburse Albert if 1st cheque is cleared by some chance),
Price lists from FFD & Chickadee, Thank you card from Jeanette & Geoff
Rudd, Membership Application & Cheque for $50 from Micheal Dogherty of
Capital Powder Coating, Returned magazine – Stanley – readdressed.
Invitations: Braidwood Show – 14 March 09. Tumut Festival Rally 2 May
09. Classic Vintage Motor Club Eurobodalla – 18 & 19 July 2009.
Emails: Hoax identity check Comm Bank & Netbank, No Council Meeting
in Dec 08 . Next Meeting on 15/1/09, Shermatt USA re cheap Mustangs,
etc. Canberra Trophy Centre re Name Tags, Mike Taylor from Placement
Technologies re our website and links.
Magazines: Wagga Classic Lines, The Colonial , Bike Torque, CootaHoota, Get it Together Yass and Rocky Road Goulburn, Drive Chatter Berrima.
Phone Calls: Cheryl Roberts has sold her car and will not be renewing her
membership at this stage. George Cook ran over himself with his car
fighting the cows at the gate and is battered and bruised but has not broken
any bones.
Correspondence Out: Invitations to Twilight Run to Advertisers and supporters – Canberra Truck Repairs/John Res Mechanical Services/Capital
Powder Coating/Capital Diesel Service/ Seiffert Automotive/Butcher
Lindbeck and Butcher Dumbrell. Sympathy Card to Narelle O’Rourke and
Get Well Cards to Ronda Cornwell and Max de Oliver.
President’s Report: Welcomed our visitors and wished everyone a Happy
New Year. Ian especially wished Ronda Cornwell a speedy recovery. He
stressed the importance of the Catering Fundraiser in January. Contacts
are Chris Hillbrick-Boyd and Jane Nock.
New Members: The Committee recommended that Michael Dogherty of
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Capital Powder Coating’s application for membership be accepted by
members. Approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Balance at 2/12 $7029.88 Moved Jane Nock,
Seconded John Corbett. Carried.
Registrar’s Report: 4 Renewals are due this month.
Property Officers’ Report: New T shirts and hats are for sale. Think
about ordering 2 in 1 jackets for Winter!
Editor’s Report: Ron is still hoping for articles and photos about your
vehicles – bikes/tractors/trucks/anything! PLEASE! Otherwise you may
have a blank space where the photo and article should have been. He
will even be happy to write the story for you if you provide him with some
details.
Events Director’s Report: Unfortunately Allan and Lawrie were retrieving Allan’s BMW when this came up, however Jane referred members to
details in the latest Magazine for the Windellema Markets. Meet at the
Clubhouse on 18/1/09 for 9 a.m. departure to meet up with Sutton members at corner of Sutton and Norton Road, Wamboin and Bungendore
members at the Bungendore/Tarago roundabout and Jannie & Simon
Brown at their gate.
Catering plans for the long weekend are in hand and Jane will coordinate helpers. Please sign up to help on 1 or both days or for some
cooking and baking. Your help is greatly appreciated.
Council News: Council Meeting to be held on Thursday, 15 January at
7.30 p.m.
General Business: The prize for guessing the correct amount of roundabouts (24) circumnavigated on leaving Gold Creek was a bottle of wine
– donated by Ian & Krys McLeish and won by Grace Corbett.
Ian presented Jane & Lawrie Nock with a lovely plant as a thank you for
hosting the Christmas Party.
Allan Boyd thanked Ian and Krys for their generous hospitality and complimented Ian on his toybox.
Birthdays, Special Occasions – Happy Wedding Anniversary to John &
Rhonda Winnett, George & Pauline Cook and John & Ronda Cornwell.
Raffle: Ray Malam won the umbrella!
Last Word from the President – His New Year’s Resolutions for the
Club are to install a security light at the corner of the Guide Hall, get the
Webpage up and running and conduct a successful catering fundraiser.
Meeting Closed: 7.45 p.m.
NEXT MEETING : Tuesday, 3 February 2009 at the Guide Hall,
Queanbeyan.
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Coming Events
.COMING

EVENTS IN FEBRUARY 2009

To Market to Market .. again
Sunday 1 February 2009
Arrangements have been made with the organizers of the Hall Markets for
us to attend with our historic cars on Sunday 1 February.This will be the
third time we have attended this event. It is a nice excuse to take the car
out, give it a clean up and take it for a short run before putting it on display
for others to enjoy.
The Markets operate from 10am to 3 pm on the first Sunday of each month.
We had a very pleasant day out when we last made the run and the organizers were pleased with the response the cars generated from their visitors.
Please assemble at the Club House at 9.00am onwards, with a view to departure no later than 9.15am. The proposed route is via Oaks Estate, Canberra Airport to Fairbairn Avenue, along Limestone Avenue to Dickson then
to the Barton Highway and Hall.
There are plenty of food vendors at the Hall Markets and it might make for
an easier day out to leave catering to individuals to their own taste. BYO is
always an option.
We would like to be able to let the organizers know our numbers prior to
our so please let Lawrie know by phone or email.
arrival

Lawrie Nock is the coordinator for this run. Phone 6230 3320.

Guides Hall Working Bee
Sunday 15 February 2009
Arrive at the Guides Hall from 9.30am onwards. We have a variety of
internal and external chores that need attention. A “WHISH LIST” will be
obtained from Jo Schilling, Guide Leader, and discussed at our February
meeting so that we know what equipment/tools and materials will be needed.
BBQ Trailer will be available for lunch. BYO food/drinks. Tea & Coffee,
milk and biscuits will be provided.
Contact:

Allan Boyd

6297 6014 email: allan.chris@bigpond.com
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Gnoo Blas Classic Car
Show at Orange
Saturday/Sunday 7 & 8
February 2009.

This is an invitation event to visit the wellknown motor racing circuit which operated from 1953 until 1961.
Entry will enable you to tour the circuit in your CRS or full
registered heritage vehicle on the Saturday of the event. Prizes will
be awarded in 10 categories in the static display/show.
For more information on the event contact Tony Stone on 6258
4485. Tony and Chris Stone attended last year and thoroughly
enjoyed themselves and are happy to coordinate an interested
group for this year.
Entry form is available from Events Director Allan Boyd on
6297 6014.

Visiting Friends

Sunday 22 February 2009
This is a longer run but will be of great interest to our members.
We will leave the Guides Hall at 8.30 am sharp travelling to Gunning via Sutton and Gundaroo. Gunning will be our morning tea
stop (BYO hot water & eats to share) and then there will be an opportunity to visit the Gunning Markets held that day. We will leave
Gunning at 11.45 sharp and our lunch stop and main event is our
visit to Don and Kit Friend at Breadalbane. The BBQ trailer will be
available for lunch with sausages, steak and chicken, and bread
provided (divided cost by participants), so please bring salads and
slices/cakes to share. An inground pool is also available for a swim
(weather permitting) so bring swimmers, towels, hats, sunscreen
etc .
Don has a couple of interesting sheds and farm equipment to look
at and Kit has some other interesting bits and pieces also.
Contact: Chris Hillbrick-Boyd 6297 6014, mob 0419 013 623 or
email allan.chris@bigpond.com
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President’s twilight run –
11 January 2008
The participants in the President’s twilight run rallied at the club hall
in Queanbeyan for a 4.30 pm start. The sky was threatening the
possible afternoon shower and it was looking like more than the
water saving 4 minute job. The afternoon produced glimpses of
sunlight and very threatening clouds but fortunately no rain. In the
evening we were treated to a display of lightning over Canberra
while we indulged ourselves under cover in the shed.
Setting off from the hall we travelled uneventfully via Oaks Estate,
Canberra airport, Limestone Avenue, Northbourne Avenue and the
Barton Highway to Gold Creek Village. Allan’s BMW blew a fuse
on Northbourne Avenue but was quickly back under way. By the
time we arrived at Gold Creek most of the businesses had closed
for the afternoon. The bar and the lolly shop were open and attracted their clients according to preference. Catie Butler bought a
gobstopper the size of a billiard ball and it kept her working well
into the night. When she departed for home or the dentist, she
seemed to have enough of the monster left to keep her going for
the rest of the school vacation.
A couple of chaps stopped at the Gold Creek car park to look and
talk about the cars and ended up going for a spin in “the pimpmobile”. Both have old cars. The chap from Western Australia is a
collector of Citroens and has several which would be very nice cars
to have in the club or even my sheds – probably won’t join because
it is too far to come to the monthly meetings and other events.
Jane gave them a club magazine anyway in case his
friend who lives in ACT is interested.
From Gold Creek we travelled through Gungahlin
passing I think through every roundabout which has
been built in the suburb. Due largely to Tony
McLeish’s local knowledge we were able to sample
an unbelievable number of these things without
noticing how frequently he took us through the same one from a
different direction for a second or perhaps third attempt. No-one
had sufficient fingers and toes to keep a tally of the number of
roundabouts, but the Corbett team was awarded a prize for coming
up with a number which was sufficiently large to be impressive but
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small enough to be credible.
Out of Gungahlin and onto Mulligan’s Flat road for the final run to Sutton
and the BMW again protested. It seems that since BMW acquired Rolls
Royce, Allan has been experiencing electrical problems with his BMWs.
There is only about 700 metres of gravel road to transit and the BMW took
exception to it. This time gentle prompting was not enough. Allan seemed
quite warm to the idea of a gallon of petrol and a box of matches as he destroyed his last spare fuse.
The party got started in McLeishs’ new shed while some of us set about
recovering the BMW. Choices were between truck and a car trailer and
Allan opted for the trailer. Ashleigh kindly towed the trailer back to Sutton
for Allan and Chris to pick up on Monday morning. Pam sped off into the
distance in the Anglia leaving John in the Pilot in her dust which he wisely
decided to avoid by taking the correct road to Sutton. Pam and her guest
Chris were found at the Gundaroo end of Mulligan’s Flat Road looking
somewhat dustier than they had intended. The Corniche pursuit car also
disliked the dirt road and spat off a dress rim which fortunately was recovered without any apparent damage.
Several club members had decided to go direct to Sutton rather than try
their hand on the merry go rounds in Gungahlin. It was also nice to see a
number of members who seldom attend club outings and to meet with the
visitors brought along by other members.
Meanwhile back at the shed all was not going according to normal. Although some things were in place someone was in the wrong place. Great
food was on hand with the meat kindly supplied by Ian and Krys McLeish
and a selection of real food for sweets, but not until after the meeting.
The recovery team was not present for the meeting and missed out on the
commencement of the feeding part of the outing too. Fortunately there was
an abundance of food of all types and no-one missed out totally other than
by choice.
The general meeting was commenced and then disaster struck. There was
a raffle to be run and no Ronda Cornwell. When I saw her earlier in the afternoon she looked perfectly well and I could be excused for thinking that
she was merely shirking her responsibilities by not signing herself out of the
hospital and attending the meeting. OK so the Doctors are coming on Monday to do tests etc but she could have been back by then. Anyway Ronda,
we managed to hold a meeting without you running the raffle and don’t
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want to do it again so get well soon.
The events book suffered from a sort of amnesia. The custodian
forgot to bring it out at the hall and again at Gold Creek and then
again at Ian’s shed. As members started leaving the book jumped
out of hiding and demanded attention. To the extent that was possible a list of attendees was created. Apologies to any members or
guests who have been omitted from the list and for any deficiencies
in the record of vehicles.
Thank you to Ian and Krys for the planning and hospitality shown
on the day and for making their shed and the great selection of
meats available for the event. Out of interest Allan and Chris Boyd
noticed an electrician with his ladder against the electricity pole at
the front of McLeishs’ block early on Monday morning.
Attendance list
John and James Corbett
Graham Bates
Jannie and Simon Brown
Gary and Ros Hatch
Brian and Benita Thomas
Rhonda and John Winnett
Pam and Gracie Corbett
Ray and Barbara Malam
Lawrie and Jane Nock
John and Mary Deeble
Ron and Anne Scattergood
Ian and Krys McLeish
Allan and Chris Boyd

1948
1954
1958
1959
1965
1968
1968
1971
1973
1975
1976
1976
1977

Roy and Inday Rehak
Rod Lawson and Marylou Grantham
John Cornwell
Alan and Gloria Stanley
Karen Svernson and Lee Strauss

Ford Pilot – no dust
Ford Mainline Ute
VW Karmann Ghia
Ford Prefect
Rover Coupe
Austin Cambridge
Ford Anglia
Jaguar
RR Corniche
Chrysler Valiant
Triumph 2500
Mercedes 450SLC
BMW 633CSi retired hurt
Modern
Modern
Modern
Modern
Modern

Guests
Brian, Chris and Catie Butler
guest friends of Corbetts
Tony McLeish
and Vicki
1985
BMW cabriolet
Troy, Leah, Jasmine, Teah, Neveah McLeish Modern
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STHARC Items Available
The following items are available for sale at our monthly meetings.
Please let our property officers Ronda & John Cornwell at a meeting
or on phone 6297 3174 if you would like to buy or try on any items.
Summer is fast approaching, so you will need to get your summer
STHARC clothing ordered now.
All clothing is embroidered with the STHARC logo.

Polo T-shirts

$35

Good sun protection Broad brimmed Hat

$18

Peaked Cap

$18

For your car a Must should be a Metal Badge

$27

Plastic Car Badge

$8

STHARC keyring

$11

Club name bars to suit the new CRS number
plates - pair for cars
Club name bars to suit the new CRS number
plates – single for bikes
Polar fleece pullover – adult

$18

Polar fleece vest – adult

$32

Polar fleece pullover – children

$32

Two-in-one jacket (new to our range)

$75

$9
$42
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STHARC at Summernats ’09 by Allan Boyd
Sunday 4 January 2009
Summernats was on our calendar as an invitation event through
the Council of ACT Motor Clubs. This is a bonus, because as an
affiliated club we gained free entry to Summernats on the Sunday.
Max de Oliver was our STHARC organizer for the event and
submitted our registration to CACTMC, however on the
Wednesday prior to the event, Max was admitted to hospital, a rather drastic way to avoid this commitment! Lawrie Nock and I finalized the arrangements.
On the morning five vehicles rolled up at the Guides Hall and we
met another five at the Dickson College carpark where we registered and collected our passes. We were one of the first groups at
Epic so we found a good location on the eastern edge of the oval.
After setting up our gazebo, club logo etc most ventured off to take
in some of the action. By now Max and Maree had joined us – we
were surprised and pleased that Max was out of hospital and able
to participate.
By now the noise of hot and mostly supercharged engines in a variety of body shaped vehicles was continuous as the cars carried out
their “Cruise laps”. In addition, off to our north was the “burnout
area” where the noise and tyre smoke rose from time to time with
different events.
On the oval behind us on display were two large dragsters and two
dragster motorcycles. At regular times these vehicles did a stationary “start up” for only a few minutes. Their noise levels exceeded
the decibels of anything else and actually shook the ground under
our feet! The operators had good earmuffs, however, the majority
of the onlookers had their fingers firmed stuck in ears.
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About 2.30pm the gazebo was disassembles and we all packed up
and made our own way home. Terry Davis was given the job of
transporting the STHARC gazebo to and from the event in the large
boot of his Ford Fairlane. The Boyd’s in their BMW 633 arranged
to meet Terry back at the Guides Hall. However, the BMW “failed
to proceed” near the Canberra Airport due to a vital fuse blowing.
Terry had a 2004 STHARC mobile phone list with my ‘old number’
on it and we had a 2008 version containing a wrong number for
Terry. So Terry was left waiting until Maree Burke was sent to the
rescue. Hence we now have an updated phone list. Please ask
Allan or Chris for a copy, and ditch the old one.
I am sure that all who attended enjoyed the day at what may be the
last Summernats in Canberra.

CONTACT

Trailer

BBQ

Events Committee

TBA

8th

Annual STHARC Dinner Presentation
Evening, Jerrabomberra Community Centre

Visit the National Museum Annex, Mitchell, ACT

**16 May**
Saturday

24 May Sun

MAY

TBA

No

No

ANZAC Memorial Run

26 April Sun

Lawrie Nock 6230 3320

Captains Flat Markets

4 April Sat

No

No

No

Lawrie Nock 6230 3320

Allan Boyd 6297 6014

WHEELS Lawns of Old Parliament House email:
wheels@actmotorclubs.org.au.8.15 for 8.30am start

22 March Sun

APRIL

John Corbett

6297 7285

Yes

Events Committee
Allan Boyd 62976014
Chris Hillbrick-Boyd
6297 6014
0419 013 263

Yes

No

Lawrie Nock 6230 3320

Crookwell Country Festival

MARCH

Hall markets – run and static display, Hall ACT
9.00am for 9.15am start
Guide Hall Working Bee/BBQ details to be provided
closer to the date. 9.30am start
Visiting Friends – Gunning Markets & Breadalbane
garage crawl bring your togs & towel 8.15am for
8.30am start

7 March Sat

22 Feb Sun

15 Feb Sun

1 Feb Sunday

All STHARC runs start from the Qbn Girl Guides Hall Erin St Qbn unless otherwise indicated.
FEBRUARY

STHARC EVENTS to MAY 2009

Club meetings are held monthly on the first Tuesday at 8pm at the Guide Hall, Erin Street, Queanbeyan

Coming Events
Page 14
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Renault 10S
George and Pauline Cook
In 1962, evolution from the original wartime-designed 4CV led to
the Renault R8, with a boxy bodyshell in the fashion of the time and
fitted with a 956cc wet sleeve engine and a five bearing crankshaft.
The specifications were quite advanced: this was the first ‘popular’
car to be fitted with four wheel disk brakes; the cooling system was
sealed; the suspension and body had no lubrication points; and the
dashboard came equipped with adjustable air vents – naturally, a
good heater was standard.
Over the following years, the R8’s engine capacity increased to
1108cc and sporting models appeared. The famous R8 Gordinis
were top rally cars, which won the World Rally Championship and
the Australian Rally Championship. Although the R8G was never
sold in Australia, Renault Australia assembled them here in small
batches for its involvement in motor sport through the 1970s.
Australians have traditionally preferred larger cars than do Europeans so on its release the R10, essentially a “stretched” R8, became
Renault's car in the Australian market. The main difference was a
longer and larger front boot (remember, as with all important cars
the engine is at the rear). Although the mechanicals and main floor
pan were shared with the R8, remarkably all other panels were different. I’m sure the stylists were pleased, but it must have horrified
the accountants! In 1968 the R10 received a facelift which most
obviously involved a change from round to square headlights.
By one of those twists of fate, in the 1970s and 1980s, I became
involved in the various committees considering the ADRs for motor
vehicle emissions and noise. Those were interesting days, mixing
with a range of government and industry people – not least senior
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engineers from the motor industry. One of those I met in the 1980s
was Bob Cook (no relation) who previously had been senior engineer
for Renault Australia. He told me the story of the genesis of the
R10S, which became the only Renault model unique to Australia.
By late 1969, Renault Australia had the new front wheel drive R12 on
the way, and needed to quickly clear the Renault R10 kits awaiting
assembly. A “special edition” was the obvious answer. Over in Europe, Renault had introduced a ‘sports’ model of the R8, called the
R8S, featuring a new gearbox, a slightly more powerful engine, and
four headlights so it looked like an R8 Gordini. Bob organised some
sets of the R8S powertrains from Europe. Then it was a matter of
making the car more “sporting” while also maximising local content.
The main visible ‘sporting’ aspect was to add “delete option” paint
strips along the side of the cars. To go with the theme, the dashboard was changed to round instruments, replacing the standard strip
speedo. Bob told me he just went down the street to VDO and ordered sets of speedos and tachos over the counter! Add the appropriate “S” badgework, and so was born the R10S, the world’s only
“sporty” version of the R10.
We bought ours in Canberra in 1985 as an inexpensive daily driver
for travel to work. And loved it. Our kids both learned to drive in it
and, needless to say, often borrowed it for their own adventures
(which I've never dared to ask about). Finally though, when we
needed only one car daily, we found the extra luxury of our Peugeot
505 was too enticing and the little R10S largely sat unused. I finally
put it in storage at the farm in 1996, awaiting the day when I could
resurrect it for club use.
Our car has had its white roof since I bought it, and seems to never
have had the ‘delete option’ side stripes. I suspect it was originally
part of a Government purchase, as white roofs were fairly standard
for Government cars at that time. Eventually I found time to tidy it up and fix the
mechanical issues which had developed
from sitting too long. I didn't go for a
“concours” look, so much as to restore it
to the way it had been for so long in daily
use. It makes an ideal club car, because
it has enough performance to cope with
modern traffic and is comfortable enough
for long runs.
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GETTING THE GOOD VIBES
I read in some learned review where a senior designer from the Factory was asked about assessing the ride of the current model and what
equipment did he use for the
task. “My bum” was the
considered reply. And it is
true unless you stand up while
driving, that that bit of your
anatomy is the one that has
the most intimate interface
with the whole assembly!
Some cars can be the most
difficult beasts when they
develop a vibration. If you
think about it unlike their
predecessors the body of
many cars ‘floats’ on flexible mounts the latter are mounted on sub
frames, one each end of the car, the suspension is all rubber mounted, the engine is rubber mounted and the wheels have tyres on them.
How the whole lot doesn’t catapult the driver into the next world beats
me.
Vibration of course can be catastrophic especially when it gets
augmented. A good example is big brother adding a bigger push
each time little Suzie on the swing comes back to him. The Tacoma
Narrows Bridge disaster in Washington State was on a somewhat
larger scale. If you have ever been in a car when the suspension
bounding up and down had a shock absorber fail, you would
appreciate the frightening result of vibration on a large scale. It is for
this reason that you get your wheels (all of them) balanced once a
year which rules out that source of blame for that funny shaking
feeling. Sometimes it is necessary to actually balance the front
wheels on the car so that all the revolving bits are in harmony!
My focus now however is the king of vibrators – the engine! Ok so the
Factory dynamically balanced the crankshaft with the torque converter/flywheel/clutch/torus whatever, weighed all the pistons and
connecting rods and finished up with an engine that runs like silk!
Actually if you took your silken engine out and ran it sitting on its sump
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on the garage floor it would probably walk out the door. You can’t
get rid of that final shake. So that you don’t feel it (unduly) the engine is mounted on rubber blocks, usually one either side to stop
the engine rolling from side to side too much and a third one to stop
it tipping up either end.
A large engine weighs roughly half a ton so the mounts need to be
fairly strong but not so strong that they transmit excess vibration.
They also need to resist shear. When you lay that boot into it, the
assembly needs a starting block to kick off from just as a sprinter
seems to need these days! So one side of the engine is pressing
down on a mount and the other is trying to tear itself off. During the
early days of bonded mounts the bonding process left a little to be
desired. The mounts simply sheared off! Fortunately the mounting
brackets would often jam against securing bolts and the whole
thing would drive on cocked over!
Some engines have a seal at the front that like all of us, with age,
shrinks and dries out. Quite a bit of oil then flows – right down onto
the front engine mounting. Rubber, the main ingredient of the
mounting does not like oil and the whole unit becomes a blubbery
quivering mess with little or no strength. Eventually you have a
need to stop – like right now. The wheels stop, the body nose
dives but the heavy engine full of inertia stays where it is – straight
ahead ripping the mounting in half. Most cars have a bracket that
stops the engine eating the radiator by plunging forward but
nothing to stop it effectively leaping up and eating the header tank
or whatever is above the fan! Very expensive. Memo:- make sure
that you do not have this oil leak and if you do and are too poor to
fix it, check that you have a good front mounting. If you have the
latter, pull it out wrap it in plastic and re-install it! That should last
until you can afford to fix the leak.
There is one other vibration I haven’t mentioned which is becoming
more prevalent with the passing years (sighs to right of stage). The
‘rubber’ in these mounts if they haven’t rotted or wrenched themselves apart, harden and shrink to the point where you may as well
have a brick between your bum and the engine! It is not easy to
detect except when you start to look for it as you will from tomorrow
on! You can even feel the starter starting and seemingly every piston as it crashes up and down. If you think this is the case get under with a screw driver and have a poke. You may be surprised.
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The Humble Truck & Their Operators
Over the years, trucks have been put to every conceivable use. Not
always salubrious uses. Around the world, some makers have
specialized in the less popular uses. Dennis Bros, also Shelbroke &
Drewry in Great Britain both made specialty vehicles, Dennis made Fire
appliances & municipal vehicles. S & D made municipal vehicles. This
title covered everything from street cleaners to dunny trucks. In Australia,
the vehicle doing the lowliest job was usually any old truck.
Rhonda Winnett gave me the idea for this article. I don’t mean that she
came to me and said “Ron why don’t you write about those dunny cans
that you bought”. No, but the fact she brought up the subject whilst
M-Cing one of our Annual Dinners sowed the seed.
The dunny cans were bought at Captains Flat. The local equestrian
group had obtained a lease from the Yarrowlumla Shire on a bush block
on the Braidwood Road, their intention being to set out horse riding trails
through the heavily timbered block. There was a shed near a side road
that hadn’t been opened in years, in fact no one seemed to know what its
use had been.
A couple of large infestations of blackberries near the shed yielded up the
use of the block. Hundreds of dunny cans, cleaned and tarred were
under the blackberries, awaiting their next use. Yep, this was the site of
the Captains Flat Sanitary Depot, locked up and virtually forgotten when
the Flat got its sewerage scheme in the eighties. The blackberries took
over and reigned supreme for about 20 years. The boiler used for cleaning the cans and the truck was still on site and found a ready market.
The horse group decided to hold a fun fund raiser by selling off the cans –
“They must have 1000 uses!” Couldn’t think of many apart from flower
pots. I did think up another use. I had Mick Doherty (Capital Powder
Coating) sand blast and powder coat one for use as a wood bucket
beside the wood heater in the lounge room. Talk about a riot, and man,
what a fuss about having an interesting artefact in the house. However,
opposition was gradually overcome and it sits resplendent beside the
heater.
On the weekend of the sale, I was due to be out of town. I rang George
Cook and asked him if he could attend and reserve some cans for me.
George was quite speechless for a while, and mentioned that it was one
of the more “interesting” calls he had had. George had apparently never
been asked to buy a heap of dunny cans on someone’s behalf before.
The fact George still talks to me at least shows he has a sense of
humour. However, I told George the wrong day and the wrong road.
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However, there were plenty of cans and a couple of weeks later I
picked up a small load.
Why did I want them? Well I own two ex dunny trucks and I reckon
that sooner or later someone restoring a 14 door sedan will need the
original furnishings. People restore hearses, so why not dunny
trucks??
I have the old Boorowa Humdinger. It’s a 1926 SL36 International (the
6 cyl version of “Polly”) She started out life as a service coach, which
ran mail and passengers between Young & Boorowa. The bus body
was taken off and she was converted into a tabletop for the night soil
run and she eventually finished life carting firewood into Boorowa.
The other wagon is an AL162 International and this truck kept Bega
sweet for many years through the 60’s. Don’t know much about this
vehicles history.
The men who manned these trucks were a different breed. It was a
well paid job – it would want to be – but I don’t think it did much for
their social standing. In all professions, something goes wrong now
and again and in this particular job, when things went pear shaped it
was usually the cause of some hilarity – as long as you weren’t
involved of course. Try the following local examples that I’ve come
across. If you happen to be eating, stop reading now and start again
later when you have finished.
In the period at the end of WW2, Queanbeyan’s Sugar Cart was
manned by one “Dunny Smith.” With no wartime maintenance, roads
were a potholed mess. This caused a problem for Smithy one day in
Lowe Street, just near the old Post Office. Hitting the potholes too
fast, half a dozen cans hit the road – big mess, very big stink. Smithy
headed across the road to the Council Chambers (currently the Visitor
Information Centre) to get sand sent over. He returned to the truck
and started picking up cans and putting them back on the truck.
A couple of the town’s upper crust ladies came walking by, holding
their noses and commenting on the smell. “Don’t be like that Mrs
Brown said “Dunny”, I’ve just come from around your way, so some of
this is yours.”
In the late 1940’s, not much had changed to the road surfaces.
Donald Rd & Gerald Street were both gravel surfaces and the junction
was a rough rock strewn gutter. The Queanbeyan Dunny Truck had
been upgraded to a Jailbar Ford Tipper. It did the nightsoil run and
when finished became a general purpose council truck.
The night driver (lets call him Steve) was a bit careless coming out of
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Gerald Street, went to change down a gear, but as the truck bounced, he
pulled the wrong gear lever. He activated the tipper and as he gunned it
through the gutter, up the tray went. About a dozen cans went overboard
before he hit the clutch!
Those days, Dad had one of the few phones in the area and Steve came
tearing down to ring in for sand. I promptly mounted my pushbike and
rode up to inspect the scene. Yep, it was as bad as Steve was saying.
The sand was a long time coming – a private truckie with a Berriman loader fitted to his truck was engaged to go down to the river (below the Marco
Polo Club) to load up with sand and bring it up to Donald Road. I can assure you that the intersection was high for a week!
At Captains Flat, the dunny man had a different problem. A couple of the
town lads used to wait until the man was close to their house. They would
top the can up with water and when the poor unsuspecting man had the
can on his shoulder the lads would sool the dog onto him. Just imagine –
the poor man trying to balance the overfull dunny can on his shoulder,
stand on one foot and trying to kick the dog off with the other. Did these
young lads grow up to be worthwhile citizens? No comment, but one of
them drives a Ford Prefect – light blue in colour—sits out the front at Club
meetings.
Over at Yass, the dunny man found a note on the toilet seat, asking him to
ring the door bell. This he did and the lady of the house asked him if he
could put their can to one side and inspect the contents as they were
being emptied at the depot. She had lost her engagement ring and was
hoping Jack could perhaps find it.
“Ah Mrs, it might get mixed up on the truck, no time like the present”
Jack rolled up his sleeve, went fishing and soon came up with the ring.
The arm and the ring both went under the tap and the result was a very
happy customer.
The Yass depot, by the way was beside the Hume Highway out at
Derringullen Creek. Ponged a bit if the wind was from the south while
they were emptying, but the trench was covered quickly and was
replaced by the much more pleasant tar smell.
The Dunny Man has gone the way of the Dodo, replaced everywhere by
the portaloo. Its probably one of those lost arts that no one really minds if
it stays lost.
N.B. All names changed in case someone knows where to find me.
Many moons ago, whilst acting as the editor of another club’s newsletter, I
spent a morning with Les & Ursula Edmonds, talking to them about earlier
Queanbeyan. Les was an early days taxi and truck proprietor in
Queanbeyan and later had a taxi in Canberra as well. I took notes on his
stories and will, from time to time print those suitable. Some, mainly the
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taxi stories, won’t be seeing the light of day!
This story relates to a spectacular prang near the Queanbeyan River
bridge. It involved the owner of one of the market gardens which those
days graced both sides of the river. Queanbeyan Nursery, Marco Polo
Club, Leagues Club through to Rutledge Street & Trinculo Place near the
suspension bridge were all sites of market gardens operated by Greek or
Italian families. They weren’t recent arrivals, they had been in Australia
prior to WW2.
For the sake of this story, we will call him Con and he owned a K1
International truck which was both the workhorse for the garden and the
family runabout. The year was about 1947. Con was a hard worker and
he was a pretty hard drinker. Oozo was his favourite and he was known
to partake of it regularly at both the Royal & Victoria Hotels.
This day, after a session at the Royal, he headed off at the 6pm closing
time. Being summer, it was broad daylight as he headed home. He came
down Monaro Street, driving a not very straight line, his intention was to
go down the side of the bridge and turn into Balcombe Street (now called
Collette Street).
Disaster struck as he passed the Victoria Hotel, Con, who was seriously
drunk, got his feet tangled up, and instead of braking, accelerated
instead. Straight across the potholed Balcombe Street, through the chain
wire barrier and with a mighty splash landed a length or so out in the river.
The truck immediately went to the bottom, but not being overly deep, the
water only made it to the door handles on the cab.
Con, looking like a drowned rat, pushed the door open and stepped out
straight into the river. He clambered back onto the running board and
hauled himself onto the back of the truck and then decided to sit on the
roof of the cab.
What a sight, mud up to his middle, water weed hanging off his shirt and
Con spitting out tadpoles. The lads from the Victoria, some about as
stoned as Con, arrived to survey the scene. The comments came thick
and fast –
“Ya shoulda bought the amphibious model”
“Water in the fuel, Con, thats yer trouble”
“That box of veg on the back, any water melons in it”
The Police were called and arrived in the station runabout a one ton GMC
truck. A rope was thrown out to Con. He had sobered up enough to do
as told, he held onto the rope and was hauled ashore. Con was put on the
back of the GMC and taken home. No blood tests or blow in the bag back
then.
The truck stayed in the river for a couple of days, every kid in town came
to see it (that included your scribe!) It was eventually hauled out by
Donahue & Hopkins yard crane from their sawmill. The accident didn’t
stop Con getting into the Oozo he drank it to the day he died.
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Out and About
An accident that could have had tragic results
happened to George Cook on the 9th January.
George was heading into Braidwood, luckily in the
Avalon, not the Landcruiser. Lots of quiet cows standing around
the gate, so he pulled up the car, hopped out and shooed the cows
away. Opened the gate and drove through. Cows were trying to
follow through so he pulled up, shot out of the car to beat the cows
from coming through the gate
Unfortunately, George didn’t put the auto all the way into park, only
as far as reverse. The open door knocked him to the ground, ran
over his right leg and continued on backwards through the gate.
Door was folded into the front guard and along with the bits and
pieces all need replacing. The Avalon continued backwards
heading for a dam but fortunately veered off into a fence.
George crawled from gate to the cars resting point, was able to
drive it home from where the Braidwood Ambulance was called.
Amazingly, no bones broken, but could be 12 months before it is
right again. George is sporting some pretty spectacular bruises.
The car should be right again in a month or so.
The run to Windellema was a great outing for the cars.
Unfortunately the markets were very quiet, the organiser blaming
school holidays for the lack of stalls and patrons. This was the first
time the world economy wasn’t blamed for someone’s predicament.
One stall holder probably wishes he had stayed at home. Just as
we were leaving, a whirlwind went through, picked up his pergola (a
heavy duty one) and lifted it right over the top of the Windellema
Hall. Not only wrecked his pergola, broke a lot of his stock of
glassware as well.
The same willy willy had Brian Thomas doing some pretty fancy
steps trying to catch up with his Akubra. The onlookers were most
impressed with Brian’s turn of speed and rapid direction changing
ability in his pursuit of his hat.
Pleased to see Mick Doherty and son Joseph join us on their first
outing with the club. His 2 door Mercedes is a nice addition to the
club lineup.
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Three district locals joined the lineup at Windellma . A nicely
restored Willys Overland Whippet of around 1927 vintage came by,
looking resplendent in blue and black.
A mustard coloured MG on full rego also visited and an unusual
1929 De Soto Van was also there. This wagon had been rodded
but in appearance was just as it came out of the hayshed. Driven
by possibly the oldest hippie in the business.
Local resident Jodie Thomas came by, husband Warren Cochrone
stayed at home. “Sick as a dog but a full recovery expected”.
Jodie tried all three club vehicles, but a distinct shortage of sparks
saw her arrive modern.
On the outskirts of Bungendore, an almighty bang told Ron that a
visit to the tyre shop was going to be high on his list of priorities in
the near future. Don’t know if the fact we had just passed the
Bungendore tip entrance meant anything, maybe a nail or similar
item had been picked up. I guess if that’s all that ever goes wrong,
life won’t be too bad.
While in Bungendore, Maureen visited the local markets, which
were in full swing. Searching around among some books, she was
amazed to find a handbook for an Austin Maxi. As there is reputed
to only be eight Maxis brought to Australia, she questioned the
vendor as to where he had got it.
In best pommie accent he explained he had owned a Maxi back in
England and had brought the book with him to Australia. There
were also some Ford books, but they obviously had little interest
compared to some on fine British motoring. You never know where
things will turn up.
Best wishes to Ronda Cornwell who is still on the sick list.
Congratulations to John and Rhonda Winnett who are celebrating
50 years of marriage. Well done.
And further to Chris Forsey’s experiment on dunking mobile phones in
paint, Maureen can reliably report that digital cameras do not particularly
like swimming lessons.
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For Sale
MERCEDES BENZ 280S 1970 5000 km on
new motor, mech good, no rust, tyres all good
and brand new spare, this car would be a
perfect rolling restoration as it needs only
cosmetic work - minor body and interior tidy up to turn it into a very usable classic. On Club
rego with current roadworthy certificate. $2500. Contact Ray Malam 62303663.

BMC MOKE 2/1970 inland vehicles no visable rust, straight sound body.
Mechanically complete, 13” wheels, glass taillights, good restoration proposition.
Ron Scattergood 02 62363219

1938 STUDEBAKER COMMANDER. Original 57,000 miles $10,000 Nick
Schofield 62272117

WHEELS wanted - 15x8 or wider - HQ or Chev stud pattern. Vince 0402 431656.
KUBELWAGEN “replica” Painted Africa Korps colours. On club plates at
Albury. Des Bownds 60253383

MERCEDES BENZ 250 Contact Max DeOliver on 02 6297 7763
WANTED Starter Motor for a TEA 20 Ferguson DIESEL tractor. Any
condition, however, good working order preferred.
Don Cameron 0439 634 006

MERCEDES 230-6 1969 x South Africa Manual Floor change. Usual rust—
great donor car $500 Ron Scattergood 62363 219

1940 FORD PREFECT E03A

One of the very rarest of Fords made in
Australia. Condition mostly complete but poor. Front half easy to restore but the
rear a challenge. $500. Contact Hugh Spencer on 02 6236 3336.

1950 SWAP TRACTOR FOR OLD BIKE Price: $6,000
Location: shellharbour NSW 2528 Brandon Mobile: 0422677990 or 0432349782

1967 VOLKSWAGEN Wanted passenger door, please phone 69423638.
TORANA LC 1970 model SL2600. Factory fitted 6 cyl 161, 3 speed Trimatic.
Minor body work required. Usable interior. 58,000 genuine miles. Excellent
restorer #LC19076A Ron Scattergood 62363219
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Repairs to all makes and models, including LPG vehicles.
NSW & LPG Rego Inspections

33 KENDALL AVE
QUEANBEYAN 2620

Ph.:6297 8557
Fax:6299 3800

Capital Diesel Service
Diesel fuel injection specialist
John and Pam Corbett
pco04198@bigpond.net.au
Ph. 6297 7285
Mob.: 0412 295 177
8 Lily Place Queanbeyan 2620
Seiffert Automotive
All types of mechanical work done to most
makes and models of vehicles.
Authorised Inspection Station NSW &
ACT.

Albert & Andrew Neuss
8 Endurance Ave Queanbeyan
02 6297 6225

THANK YOU
Thank you this month from the editor to Chris Forsey, Lawrie and Jane
Nock, Allan and Chris Boyd, Ronda and John Cornwell, Rod Lawson , Bob
Canon, Ian McLeish, Ray Mallam, Bill Coburn for their contributions to another issue, and to our printing and collating team –John and Rhonda Winnett, Geoff Rudd, Kristyna McLeish, Jane Nock and Paul Hogarth for his
exceptional expertise at the photocopier.

by

KENWORTH

1 Lorn Road
Queanbeyan NSW 2620
Telephone: 02 6297 3862
Facsimile: 02 6299 2680

office manager

James Gildea

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc
P O Box 1420 Queanbeyan NSW 2620

Call Michael on
6297 5508

70 Bayldon Road
Queanbeyan

Sandblasting
Powder Coating

If it’s Metal we can
Coat it
Old Car parts a speciality
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