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Secretary Jane Nock       02 6230 3320 

Public Officer George Cook       02 4847 5081 

Treasurer Gary Hatch       02 6297 4647 

Events Director Allan Boyd       02 6297 6014 

Events Committee 
 

Christine Hillbrick-Boyd 
Max de Oliver 
Lawrie Nock 
John Corbett 

      02 6297 6014 
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Club Email:  stharc@australiamail.com 
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Club Meetings are held at 8pm on the first Tuesday of each month 

(except January) at the Girl Guide Hall, Erin Street, Queanbeyan.   
 

Contributions should be submitted by the 15th of the month for the following month's 
issue.  Articles covering events, members’ experiences, automotive/mechanical items 
or photographs welcomed.  Photos will be returned. The editor reserves the right to 
accept, reject or modify any section of any article that has been submitted for 
publication.  
The opinions and views expressed in the articles published in The Wheel are wholly 
those of the respective authors, and not necessarily those of the Editor, or the 
Committee of the Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.. 

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive 
Restorers Club 

PO Box 1420, Queanbeyan  NSW  2620 
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Next Meeting 
Tuesday 4th August 2009 , Starting at 8pm 
Girl Guide Hall, Erin St, Queanbeyan 
Please bring a plate for supper to share. All welcome a little bit earlier for a cuppa 
and a catchup 
 
General Meeting will be followed by Annual General Meeting 
 

 

Next Events 
 

16th August Sunday—John Grannal Memorial Vehicle Display— 
  Grevillea Park 
28th August Sunday—QRacing 3 in 1 Market Day 
 
 

August After Meeting Speaker 

Please note—there will be no after meeting entertainment at the August meeting. 
Two meetings (general and AGM) fill the night in on their own 

 

  

Club Notices 

Annual General Meeting—4th August 2009 
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Southern  
Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club will be held at the  
clubrooms, Erin Street, Queanbeyan on Tuesday 4

th
 August 2009,  

commencing at 8 p.m. 
 

Please note that only financial members are entitled to vote.  Annual fees 
became due on 1

st
 July.  If you haven’t paid, please pay prior to the A.G.M. 

 
Members are also reminded that if you are not a Financial Member of 

STHARC, your Vehicle’s registration is void and vehicles on concessional 

registration should not be driven until fees have been paid. 
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Held 7 July 2009 at Guide Hall, Queanbeyan 
Meeting Commenced:  8.10 p.m. 
Members Present 25  Apologies 3   Visitors:  nil 
Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Accepted as issued in The Wheel.  Moved  
Krys McLeish ,  Seconded Ron Scattergood.  Carried. 
 

Correspondence In:  Service 1 Statement and Service 1 Reinvestment of 
Term Deposit,  Classic Car Magazine, Shannons Sydney Auction 12/07/09, 
Limited  
Release Rare Number Plate Auction 18/6/09, Flyers for North West Annual 
Swap Meet in Sept, 2009 Easter Bush Council Rally Photos, Letter and 
Cheque for Allan Boyd from Qbn City Council, Request from Hans Hofmann to 
suspend mail until he returns from overseas,   Membership Renewals and  
Payments from Ian Pyett, Alfred Sturm, Albert Neuss, Terry Davis, Lawrie & 
Jane Nock, John & Rosemary Thomas, John & Rhonda Winnett, Mandy  
McAlister, Jeff Gill, Chris & Tony Stone, Brian & Benita Thomas, Justin Thomas 
& Coleen English-Thomas, Stef van der Plaat, Mathias, Toets, Rod Lawson, 
Malcolm Stewart.  Nomination for Position of Property Officers.  Letter from 
Don Hughes wanting to buy a 250/280 Merc in good condition.    
 

Emails:  Shermatt USA re cheap Mustangs, etc, Peter Edwards re member-
ship, request from Marc Veenhuis re old badges, etc, request for updated  
information from Just Cars,  Tony Stone re Constitution, Lee Strauss – Article 
for Wheel – Jag Drive Day copied to Maureen Scattergood, Thank you from 
Marc Veenhuis in response to ad being placed in Wheel for old badges, etc. 
 

Magazines:  Wagga Classic Lines,  Coota-Hoota, , Bike Torque, Drive Chatter, 
Crank Handle, Eurobodalla, Yass Antique, Rocky Road, Goulburn 
 

Correspondence Out :  Emails to Peter Edwards re membership, Marc Veen-
huis re ad in Wheel, Tony Stone re constitution.   
 

President’s Report:  Ian welcomed everyone.  He and Garry attended a Dept 
of Fair Trading Seminar last week in relation to our responsibilities as an  
incorporated body.  It is very important to dot the I’s and cross the T’s.  Fair 
Trading will only deal with our Public Officer .  As an incorporated body we 
have to submit the Treasurer’s Annual Report within 6 months from the AGM.  
While it doesn’t have to be audited, our Club requires that our accounts are 
audited.  It is good to note that we have been complying with Fair Trading Reg-
ulations.  As retiring President Ian was canvassing for new blood on the Com-
mittee.   
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Garry thanked Pam Corbett who very kindly stood in for 
him as Treasurer at the last meeting.  He apologised for giving her the wrong 
figures.  Balance this month is $3,428.59  with $5,000 in a term deposit  

 

 

 Minutes of Monthly Meeting 
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account.   Moved Jeff Gill,  Seconded Ray Malam. Carried.   
 

Registrar’s Report:  7 Renewals and 8 new Regos were due this month.  John 
attended a Registrar’s Meeting in Canberra for the ACT Council of Motor Clubs.  
Several Clubs were trying to change regulations relating to old cars and John 
would keep an eye on this.  John recommended the Motorlife Motor Museum in 
Wollongong for future events.  John stated that the changes to the Constitution 
were minor to accurately reflect the current RTA situation, keeping in mind that 
we oversee vehicles registered in NSW and the ACT.   
 

Public Officer:  George Cook agreed with John about the changes to the Con-
stitution and will put final wording in next edition of the Wheel.  Any changes to 
wording already submitted will be technical and very minor and will comply with 
the need to advertise these in writing 21 days before the AGM. 
 

Property Officers’ Report:  Good to have Ronda and John back.  They have 2-
in-1 Jackets for sale as well as badges, key rings and caps.  Stocktake form 
handed to Garry.  Ian donated a shifting spanner and wheel brace for the BBQ 
Trailer.   
 

Editor’s Report:  Happy with Cover Page content and Photos.  He was current-
ly looking at putting magazine online – there were a number of technical  
issues to be overcome.  Ian McLeish filled us in on the background to this –  
several clubs now sent their magazine via email, however most of our club 
members liked the actual copy of the magazine.  We were however considering 
all options to economize on printing, postage etc.   
 

Events Director’s Report:   Hoped  that Allan & Chris Boyd were enjoying their 
trip.   
 

Coming Events:  Max de Oliver was the contact for the Bungendore Markets/
Observation & Winery Run on Sunday, 19 July.  Bring or buy your own lunch at 
Bungendore.  Details in the Wheel.   
Lawrie Nock needed numbers and spare seats for the Bush Christmas Run with 
the Chinese on Sunday, 26 July.  Some of the Chinese Guests will bring their 
own cars and our members may elect to go with them in order to offer as many 
Chinese guests seats in our cars as possible. Although invitations were extend-
ed to Yass, Goulburn and Cooma to join us they were unable to do so as Yass 
was celebrating its 30

th
 anniversary.  Details in the Wheel.    

 

Council Delegates:  Marques in the Park will be held on 22 November 2009 at 
Patrick White Park beside the National Library.  Council were happy to receive 
club newsletters vir email.   
 

Webmaster:  Lawrie had given Richard some photos of cars to add to the  
website.  Richard’s  work commitments had been rather heavy, but Lawrie would 
follow up with him.  Ian thought the new committee could focus on expanding the 
website.  
 

General Business:  It was moved that Rhonda Winnett continued binding the 
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I step down as President after two rewarding years associated with a 
great group of people.  The enthusiastic committee has ensured the 
development of our Club, with well planned events, fund-raising and 
communication through our "Wheel" magazine. 
 

Our resources are strong with a fully equipped club trailer and $5,000 
invested in a separate account with a view that this may be used for 
special events in the future. 
 

Our membership increased by 10 this year and we now have a total of 
72 members.  Newer members have produced some magnificent    
restored vehicles and have raised the bar like the 1970 Monaro and 
1972 Valiant Charger. 
 

Monthly meetings have been well attended with interesting guest 
speakers and constructive discussions. The website has improved and 
we are receiving email enquiries about our Club. 
 

Participation in Club events has been excellent with our younger  
members and families, and the oldies bringing their grandchildren. 
 

Committee positions are all open for election.  Please nominate to 
work on the committee, I assure you it is very rewarding. 

Magazines at an approximate cost of $50 per year.  Moved Ron Scatter-
good, Seconded George Cook.  Carried.  The mystery object brought in by 
Lloyd Adams was an Aussie Manifold Cooker for a T Model Ford – it sat on 
the manifold and cooked breakfast/lunch/you name it!  Talk about Aussie 
ingenuity.  
  

Special Occasions – Happy Birthday to Ian McLeish and Madeleine  
Winnett.   
Raffle:  Drawn by Madeleine Winnett,  won by Alfred Sturn and donated by 
club members.    
    

Speaker  for the Evening:  Ray Malam gave us food for thought as he dis-
cussed various diet options, blood groups and effects of foods on our health 
and well being.   
 

Meeting Closed:  9.40 p.m.  Ian reminded members that it would be our 
AGM at the next meeting and that written nominations received priority over 
nominations from the floor.   
NEXT MEETING :   AGM AND GENERAL MEETING   
Tuesday, 4 AUGUST 2009 at the Guide Hall,  Queanbeyan at 8 p.m.   
                                      COME AND HAVE YOUR SAY 

President’s Annual Report 
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With Spring coming now is the time to use you heritage vehicle and enjoy 
the activities of our Club. 
 

Happy and safe heritage motoring.—Ian K. McLeish 

 

And From The Editor 
Ron Scattergood 
 

With this issue, my 12 months sentence is up.  It’s been an interesting  
experience.  How things have changed, especially the production side of 
this deal.  Many moons ago, I edited a newsletter for a Canberra Club.  The 
whole show was done on our kitchen table.  I wrote, Anne typed with an old 
manual typewriter (the one with the carriage that needed  clonking back at 
the end of each line), I cranked the Gestetner (its still in the shed), our kids 
collated, folded, addressed and licked stamps (the glue on the stamp tasted 
terrible, which was probably why the kids had to do it!!). 
 

Thankfully, technology has improved.  I still write some items but from there 
on, its different.  Anne now uses a computer that doesn’t need a manual 
return. Thanks to Maureen’s IT knowledge the newsletter comes together 
electronically, thanks to Paul Hogarth, the mag is printed and thanks to our 
Editorial Committee, it finishes up in your mailbox. I can’t thank the  
foregoing people enough 
 

Another necessary ingredient the contributors.  In particular, I thank the 
Boyd’s for their comprehensive reporting on events and also to the Nock’s 
for many articles on events and other subjects of interest. 
 

During the year, our new covers came into use and have been very well  
received.  Maureen was responsible for the layout and printing of these and 
this has resulted in a bright, sharp cover. 
 

The cover stories have been well received, a little coercion was necessary 
to get them rolling but they are now coming in at a steady rate, thanks to all 
who have taken the time to pen an article.  
 

One item that will be looked at by the new committee is a possibility of some 
newsletters going out electronically.  Many clubs are looking at this as a 
method of containing costs.  It is something that requires careful thought.  I 
feel most members will still like a physical copy in their hands, but if some 
are prepared to download their copy, it may be worthwhile looking into fur-
ther. 
 

Finally, I hope members have enjoyed the Wheel over this past year.  My 

heart felt thanks to all who, in any way, helped make it a success . 
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An Advertisement of the past…… 
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DRAFT CONSTITUTION CHANGE AMENDMENTS.    

George Cook 
 

Included with the July 2009 issue of “The Wheel’, you would have found a set of 
draft proposals for Constitution changes, prepared by Laurie Nock, with the  
intention of bringing our Constitution up to date with the current registration  
arrangements for Club vehicles – these have changed since the Constitution 
was written.  Laurie also asked me to review his proposals.  While I have no ‘in 
principle’ problem with them, I have suggested some slight amendments to  
Laurie’s proposed Constitution changes and, with more day-to-day relevance to 
most members, also wish to propose parallel changes to our By-Laws.  I have 
discussed my proposals with Laurie and also with John Corbett, our Registrar. 
 

With no further ado, here are Laurie’s proposals (with my suggested  
amendments incorporated): 
 

Proposed STHARC Constitution Amendments, 2009  
 

Delete the existing Paragraph 4(1)a) and replace with the following words: 
  

“The preservation and restoration of heritage vehicles of all types such as are 
authorised by the rules of the New South Wales Government’s Conditional  
Registration Scheme or the Concessional Registration Scheme of the Australian 
Capital Territory, or any other scheme which may be developed in the future to 
supplement or replace existing Schemes.  The relevance of either to a member 
will be determined by which is appropriate to the place of residence of the  
member.” 
 

Comment: While I consider it essential to have the actual names of the 
schemes, I see little value in including the name of the RTA or ACT 
equivalent as these are administrative arrangements of the governments 
and probably more subject to change. With that in place, we also need 
to make the following amendment. 

 

Amend Paragraph 4(1)b) to read: 
 

“To use such heritage vehicles in accordance with the requirements of the  
relevant Scheme (as defined in Paragraph 4(1)a) for the enjoyment of the mem-
bers of the Club and to promote by such use, interest in and awareness of the 
heritage value of such vehicles.” 
 

 Comments: This amendment simply reflects the fact that we operate   our 
 Club vehicles under two different schemes. 
 

With the two schemes now acknowledged, we then need to make some 
updates to Paragraph 5 which deals with Membership and, in particular, 
in sub paragraph (1) the obligations of members to abide by the rules 
of the particular registration arrangements applicable to their vehicle.  
Therefore I propose the following: 

 

Replace the words in Paragraph 5(1) with the following words:  
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“As the Club is presently constituted, members acknowledge that it is enabled 
to perform its objects under the provisions of the Conditional Registration 
Scheme of New South Wales and the Concessional Registration Scheme of 
the Australian Capital Territory.  A member, upon being admitted to the Club, 
agrees to abide by and support the requirements of any Scheme, in either its 
present or future form, under which the member arranges for the registration 
of a vehicle.  Such member further acknowledges that failure to do so could 
result in action being taken under Paragraph 11 of this Constitution.” 
 

Proposed replacement of Paragraph 5(2): (Application for Membership)  
Comment:  I fully endorse this change as already proposed – it will 
simplify what now is a complex and extended process. 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO CLUB BY-LAWS 
 

Explanation of proposed changes:   
While the Constitution is the key document setting the Club’s legal basis and 
to guide its entire running, the club’s By-Laws are the document under which 
we operate from day-to-day.  They need to be clear, consistent with the  
Constitution and, probably most importantly, easily understood and followed.    
 

The major change I am proposing is to reflect the changes to the Constitution 
changes providing for either ACT or NSW registered Club vehicles.  This  
involves amending Section 5 by having parts relevant to NSW and the ACT 
respectively, then re-lettering the remaining sections.  The changes to  
Sections 6 and 7 are intended to either broaden the coverage to both  
jurisdictions, or to define to which the sections refer, while the final section 7
(d) change is a clarification. 
 

As these revisions are intended solely to clarify and define existing arrange-
ments under which STHARC already operates, I propose to move that they be 
considered by the meeting as a complete set of changes. 
  

VEHICLE MOVEMENT 
 

Amend to read:  
 

5(1)   Applicable to all members with vehicles registered under the 
NSW  Conditional Registration Scheme (nb – this is an outline of the 
main  requirements of the scheme, the full provisions apply in case of any 
dispute). 
 

   (a)  All vehicle movements must be in accordance with the NSW  
 Conditional Registration rules which apply at the time of vehicle  
 useage. 
 

(b)  Members must carry their Unregistered Vehicle Permits on every  
 occasion on which the club vehicle is used  on a public road. 

 

A log book must be filled in and carried every time a club registered vehicle is 
used on a public road.   
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This book must be made available to the Permits Officer and/or the Vehicle 
Registrar for inspection on request. 

 

Any vehicle testing run shall not exceed 32klm (20m) and particulars of 
such run shall be recorded in the vehicle log book. 

 

A vehicle maintenance or servicing run may be made provided the permits 
officer is first notified.  Particulars must be recorded in the vehicle log book and 
the journey must be by the shortest direct route to the maintenance/service 
center. 
   
5(2)  Applicable to all members with vehicles registered under the ACT  
Concessional Registration Scheme (NB – this is an outline of the main  
requirements of the scheme, the full provisions apply in case of any dispute). 
 

   (a)  All vehicle movements must be in accordance with the ACT  
 Concessional Registration Scheme rules which apply at the time of  
 vehicle useage. 
 

A log book must be filled in and carried every time a concessionally registered 
vehicle is used on a public road. 
  
This book must be made available to the Permits Officer and/or the Vehicle 
Registrar for inspection on request. 
 

Any vehicle testing or servicing run shall not exceed 40km radius from the  
location where the vehicle is garaged and any such run shall be recorded in 
the vehicle log book.  Any longer run shall only be conducted with the prior 
authorisation of the permits officer. 
 

The vehicle shall not be used for general private or business use. 
 

5(3)   
(a) Where STHARC has approved reciprocal attendance arrangements with 
 another club, no meeting approval is required for attendance at that 
 club’s events, but the journey should be notified to Permits  

     Officer. 
 

(b) Where STHARC has no reciprocal arrangements made with a club or  
organization, general meeting or Management Committee approval is 
required and Permits Officer must be informed of travel arrangements. 

  
 If the Permits Officer cannot be contacted, any member of the  
 Management Committee can handle the request. Said Management 
 Committee member shall record details and pass this information on to 
 the Permits Officer for entry in the club’s movements book. 
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WHAT CONSTITUTES A CLUB VEHICLE 
6   (a)  The STHARC club accepts any self propelled road vehicle that comes   
 within the 30 year rolling cut-off period for vehicles.   
 

Comment:  (Remainder Section 6  as now, this simply deletes a reference to  
  the RTA, when the key issue is to define the vehicles). 
 
 

VEHICLE INSPECTION ETC. 
 

7  (c)   Following the issuing of the Unregistered Vehicle Permit for NSW 
 vehicles, it will be the member’s responsibility to have this document copied 
 and this copy must be given to the club Secretary within 30 days of issue of 
 the permit. 
 

 (d) Unfinancial members MUST NOT use plates as the vehicle cannot 
 then be used legally. Plates must be returned to the relevant issuing  
 authority within 14 days of becoming unfinancial, unless the member has 
 transferred membership to another approved club in which case this Club 
 must be notified.   
 

Comment:  7(c) The “Unregistered permit” applies only in NSW, not the ACT.    
 7(d) expands the existing wording and clarifies the situation.  
 
 

George Cook 
Public Officer 
 
 

WHO IS CARING FOR THE NATIVE ANIMALS 
LAWRIE NOCK 
  

Recently, I was returning home from an outing into Canberra 
with family.  As I neared the top of the climb out of Canberra on 
the Federal Highway a large kangaroo decided to commit  
suicide by leaping onto the front of my vehicle.  He was quite 
successful.  This incident caused substantial damage to my 
vehicle despite the fact that Skippy had actually managed to hit 
the bull bar.  It caused me to reflect on a number of issues. 
  

The road was wet.  There was a very slight intermittent drizzle keeping it that way.  
I was travelling in the left hand lane of the road which at that point is a dual lane 
carriageway.  The other side of the carriageway at that point runs at about 3  
metres elevation higher than my side.  The right hand side of the road on my car-
riageway was therefore not illuminated by the lights of the oncoming traffic.  My 
speed at the time was a bit under 100 kph.  There were several other vehicles 
travelling in the same lane behind me at about the same speed and there were 
vehicles travelling within line of sight in front of me preventing my use of high 
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beam.  There was no visible traffic in the right hand lane either in front of or  
behind my vehicle at that point in time.  The left alignment of low beam driving 
lights meant that the right hand side of the road was not well covered.  The  
vehicles travelling ahead were too far ahead for their lights to have assisted with 
sighting the sides of the road. 
  

The kangaroo entered the traffic flow from the median strip on 
the right hand side of the road.  It had no illumination from ei-
ther parking or  
driving lights and gave no indication of its intention to change 
lanes into the left hand lane.  The indirect lighting provided by  
oncoming traffic was of no use because of the elevation of the 
adjoining road.  The animal showed a negligent and contemp-
tuous disregard for other traffic in its manoeuvre into my lane 
of traffic. 
 

The kangaroo was first sighted when it landed on the outside portion of the right 
hand lane, almost at right angles to the flow of traffic.  Its next bounce took it onto 
the front of my vehicle.  Having struck  the bull bar at the front right hand corner of 
my vehicle the kangaroo was thrown back whence he came and landed on the 
shoulder of the road about 2 metres off the right hand side of the road.  Judging 
by the carcass I would expect the kangaroo to have been over 1.6 metres tall in a 
standing position. 
 

I calculate that I had about 1 second from when the animal entered the roadway 
to have taken action to respond to its presence.  There was sufficient time for 
some evasive action to have been attempted but what to do.  The wet road made 
swerving a totally unacceptable option.  The following vehicles made sudden 
braking a dangerous choice.  Even if it had been possible to swerve or brake it 
would not have been possible to have avoided the animal given the direction and 
speed of its entry into the traffic flow.  It was only ever a matter of where the ani-
mal was going to hit my vehicle.  Dead centre if I braked or manoeuvred to the 
right, side doors if I could have accelerated or manoeuvred to the left.  
 

The owners of such animals and those who profess to care about them, should 
be prosecuted for negligence and cruelty in allowing such poorly lit animals to 
wander unsupervised and at night in such a dangerous environment.  This  
careless disregard for the safety of their animals should disqualify them from any 
rights to claim responsibility when it comes to the welfare of these animals. 
  
While we were waiting to be rescued I had time to reflect on how lucky I was that 
we had taken the Pajero and not a Shadow for the outing.  The AAMI response to 
the report of the accident was efficient, informative and friendly.  The arrival of the 
Quickeze recovery vehicle was prompt and courteous.  Although the service pro-
vided was a most pleasant experience, it was not sufficiently good for me to go 
out of my way to experience it again in the near future.  Maybe if I am feeling 
lonely one day I might do it again. 
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STHARC EVENTS to OCTOBER 
2009 

CONTACT BB
Q 
Tr
ail
er 

All STHARC runs start from the Qbn Girl Guides Hall Erin St Qbn 
unless otherwise indicated. 

Saturday June 27 event notice:  “Time for the memories” – an after-
noon with Creative Memories.   

afternoon tea:  cheese and mulled wine.  Contact Pam Corbett for 
details  6297 7285 

AUGUST 

16 
Aug 
Sun 
 

John Grannal Memorial Day 
Charity vehicle display at Gre-
villia Park, Parkes Way  10am-
2pm 

Flyer to come No 

28 
Aug 
Sun 

QRacing 3 in 1 Market Day  
Boats/Cars/Boot Sale paul-
ceo@qracing.com 

Lawrie Nock  
6230 3320      

No 

SEPTEMBER 

6 
Sept 
Sun 

Father’s Day run. Visit War Me-
morial Treloar Conservation & 
Storage Annex, Callan St, 
Mitchell 
12 – 4pm. Meet at Guides Hall, 
11 for 11.15am start.  BBQ lunch 
& drinks on site, or BYO.: 

TBA (new com-
mittee) Entry: 
gold coin dona-
tion.    Entry re-
quirement: 
Closed flat foot-
wear. 

No 

26 
Sept 
Sun 

STHARC promotion site at 
Queanbeyan Swap (need site 
volunteers). 

TBA (new com-
mittee) 

No 

OCTOBER 

11 
Oct 
Sun 

Bathurst 1000 Race/Ladies 
Day.  Guides Hall. 

TBA (new com-
mittee) 

Yes 

25 
Oct 
Sun 

Tharwa Pre-School static dis-
play.  Meet at Guides Hall 8.45 
for 9.00am start  Lunch stalls 
available or BYO 

Chris Hillbrick-
Boyd 
6297 6014 

No 

mailto:paulceo@qracing.com
mailto:paulceo@qracing.com
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Date
/Day 

OTHER EVENTS     2009 – 
2010 

CONTACT IN-
VIT
E 

15-
16 
Aug 

Cootamundra Wattle Time 
Rally 

Paul Ballard 02 6942 
4694 

Yes 

20 
Sept 
Sun 

German Auto Fest, Canberra    
10 -3 

ACT Motor Council 
website 

Yes 

27 
Sept 
Sun 

Bay to Birdwood S.A . 1956-
1977 Classic 

STHARC events - 
entry form 

Yes 

17-
18 
Oct 

Oil, Steam & Kerosene Field 
Days, Campbelltown Steam 
and Machinery Museum, Me-
nangle Rd, Menangle Park, 
4km fr Campbelltown 

Email: big-
trev@bigpond.com 
Ph  0417 215 513 

Yes 

1 
Nov 
Sun 

Canberra Swap, EPIC – F & M 
Bldgs N ent Shell Station in-
door/outside sites, free parking 
Adults $3, kids U12 free 

Bkgs & details:  
email: commit-
tee@vvcmcc.org 

Yes 

7-8 
Nov  

Yass Valley Heritage celebra-
tions (YAMC) 

Glenda Snape 
g.snape@harboursat
.com.au 

Yes 

7 
Nov 

Cooma Motorfest, NSW, Coo-
ma Showground 

0407 299 008 Yes 

21 
Nov 

Act Mini Car Club Show & 
Shine 

  Yes 

22 
Nov 

Marques in the Park 
(possible change of venue 
TBC) 

  Yes 

2010 
2-5 
April 

BUSH COUNCIL EASTER 
RALLY, Wagga Wagga  - 
Classic Motoring Club of 
Wagga.  Closing date 1 Feb 
2010. Book your accommo-
dation now! 

Cheryl Wheeler  02 
6922 3360 
(STHARC events – 
entry form  
& details) 

Yes 

mailto:big-trev@bigpond.com
mailto:big-trev@bigpond.com
mailto:committee@vvcmcc.org
mailto:committee@vvcmcc.org
mailto:g.snape@harboursat.com.au
mailto:g.snape@harboursat.com.au
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1960 SUNBEAM RAPIER 

Pyett Family 
It was sometime in the Autumn of 1982 when I first viewed the car by 
torchlight after replying to an advertisement in the Canberra Times.  As 
soon as I saw her sitting amongst an array of partially stripped cars in the 
vendors back garden, I knew I had to buy her.  She was just a rolling 
shell with no interior other than the back seat, a stoved in front, minus the 
correct engine overdrive gearbox and covered in paint splotches where 
someone had been using it to stand on to paint their house.  So after 5 
seconds of concentrated thought I advised the vendor that I would be 
back tomorrow with an A frame to tow it away as she also had no brakes, 
quite literally as one of the front brake callipers was missing. 
 

The next night I managed to con my “gung ho” brother into towing me 
back to Sutton where I lived at that time.  After we pumped up the four 
flat tyres and connected up the A frame I thought marvellous we are on 
our way...and indeed we were until we got to the first corner and the front 

wheel fell off.  After retrieving the 
wheel we managed to take one 
wheel nut off of the remaining three 
and fastened the errant wheel back 
on.  As I mentioned earlier my 
brother is a rather ‘gung ho” sort of 
fellow and as I crouched on the 
floor pan with nothing but the steer-
ing wheel to hold on to travelling at 
approximately 110 kms an hour up 
the Federal highway I thought that 

perhaps I would have been wiser to get a car trailer! 
 

Needless to say I did get home in one piece and in the cold light of day 
wondered what the heck I had gotten myself in to.  A quick look around 
the car revealed that I needed a huge list of parts to complete my dream 
and although some parts are similar to other commonly available Rootes 
vehicles, a vast amount are not and indeed are quite unique to the Rapi-
er and in some cases even specific to that year’s model. A short time af-
ter this I moved to Bellmount Forest which is just down the road from 
Gundaroo where I stayed with my parents until my new house was built 
on the other side of the road.  During this time the car sat outside under a 
tarpaulin while I slowly acquired parts.  It was during this time that I met 
my future wife.  The next few years were spent courting and trying to get 
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the new house in order 
and then getting married, all 
of this with a large dose of 
various Rootes vehicles 
along the way. 
 

After a couple of years my 
first big stroke of luck 
came when I found  
another Rapier in an in-
credibly decayed state for 
sale.  This car also had 
the wrong engine gearbox 
and incorrect steering wheel which I had been scouring the country  
unsuccessfully for, but what it did have was some seats and wrinkly door 
panels that I could use for templates too make new ones and then careful-
ly heat and stretch the original covering back over. Hooray! 
 

This gave me the impetus to really get cracking so my next job was to 
build a reproduction of the walnut dashboard which to this day I think was 
the most gratifying job of all.  Tracking down burr walnut veneer in Austral-
ia was very difficult back then as this was very definitely pre internet days 
for me, however I did eventually manage to get some from an elderly an-
tique furniture restorer. How to apply the veneer was a learning curve to 
say the least.  I have since made several dashboards for my other cars 
and can now veneer compound curves. 
 

The dash roll was nonexistent and all I had to work from was the metal 
spine which it once sat on and some photographs. So I covered the spine 
with styrofoam and then carved what I thought looked like the right shape, 
after this I applied a layer of sponge foam and then covered the whole 
thing with black grained vinyl. It was about this time that I set off for Eng-
land for my honeymoon.  As she has been for the last twenty one years 
that I have been married, my wife was wonderfully tolerant of “side trips” 
that I made in pursuit of rare Rapier parts.  The most amazing one was on 
our honeymoon which had me travelling across Tower Bridge in a Hillman 
Minx on the way to a mysterious lock up under some railway arches with a 
man that I had just met via an advertisement.  This gentleman was very 
definatly an Arthur Daley character.  He showed me his council flat which 
was full of car parts in every room and then proceeded to show me his 
girlfriends flat next door which had parts from floor to ceiling in every 
room! I believe that his girlfriend had left but he continued to pay the rent 
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on her flat so that he could use it for a storeroom. Eventually we made it 
to the lock up and there under a ton of junk I found the Holy Grail for a 
Rapier owner the elusive steering wheel.  At this point words could not 
state how elated I was. Unfortunately my wife was not quite as pleased 
as myself as I had promised to take her to the Tower of London and as 
this little exercise had taken up most of the day. We did eventually get 
there but it was almost closing time so I have promised her that one day 
I will take her back. 
 

It was at about this point (about Twenty years ago now) that we acquired 
a double garage and decided that it was time to bring the Rapier home 
from my parents house where it had been sitting with a tarpaulin over it 
for about five years.  It was duly placed into the garage ready for the res-
toration to begin with earnest. 
 

We would have done just that, except a Singer Gazelle station wagon 
came along and had to be restored as I thought it would be a most unu-
sual and useful addition to the vehicle fleet.  I remember as if it were 
yesterday telling my wife that I am sure it would just need a valve grind 
and we would be off. You can of course guess the rest…. A total rebuild 
of the suspension, diff, gearbox, engine and brakes not to mention the 
paint job pushed us several years into the future.  I do believe that day 
that she helped me put a new windscreen into the Singer marked a turn-
ing point in our marriage.  It was that day (which ran in to the night! be-
cause we couldn’t get the chrome, the rubber and the glass to stay to-
gether long enough to put it in the hole) I new from here on in I would be 
paying someone to do these sorts of jobs in the future.  The Rapier had 
not been forgotten during this time. I was kept busy scouring auto jum-
bles for parts.  Heaven knows I needed plenty. 
 

Due to the sun and heat anything that was made of rubber had turned to 
what looked like black rock and crumbled away at ones touch.  Most of 
the rubber sections on the car are specific to that model and it took me 
considerable time to locate all of them. 
 

Another useful part I got from the parts car was a disc brake caliper 
which was missing from my car. I would have liked to have said that I got 
a heater box from the wreck also, but alas this was also missing as it 
was from mine. I did mange to get the correct heater box several years 
later and restored it but was rather disappointed with its performance, so 
I changed it to one made in Australia and fitted to all Australian manufac-
tured Minxes (It was an extra but everyone that I have seen has had one 
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fitted).  This heater gives a prodigious heat out put and hardly ever needs 
the fan to push the heat out.   
 

The other major breakthrough that I had was getting hold of a new Laycock 
overdrive and appropriate mainshaft.  Joy oh joy, if ever there was some-
thing to transform an old English car it is an overdrive and this one works a 
treat.  Getting anywhere from where I live is a long drive and the overdrive is 
quite invaluable. 
 

Although having said this I 
should also let you know that 
my daily driver is an automat-
ic series V Hillman Minx.  It 
was painfully slow so I fitted it 
with a 1725  
alloy headed engine.  
 

Years of trawling auto jum-
bles had turned up enough 
parts to build up the correct 
Rapier engine complete with 
twin Zeniths and air cleaner.  
This I thought was great until I got around to driving it where upon I was a bit 
disappointed with the cars performance.  I decided that this car really need-
ed a little extra in the go department, that and being called a Sunbeam, I 
thought it should really be a bit sportier. 
 

It was at this point that I decided to fit a stroked and bored engine to the car.  
It now displaces a little extra than the original, this gives me the hill climbing 
torque that I had been looking for, not to mention significantly more zoom!,  
As the engine is running much lighter internals it is amazingly quiet (for a 
Rootes engine) and idles much better than my other Rootes vehicles. 
 

All I needed now was a good paint job. Up until this point I had virtually re-
built everything myself from the diff forwards but I knew that if it didn’t have a 
good paint job it would all be to no avail.  My brother had been restoring a 
1936 Singer Bantam roadster during this time and had placed the car into 
the care of Robinson Brothers at Gearys Gap, who are notorious for being 
perfectionists.  I rang them up and asked them if they would be interested in 
painting the Rapier as well.  They said certainly but I would have to wait until 
they had time to do it.  Eighteen months later after persistent badgering from 
me, my time had come – I finally delivered the car. 
 

Twelve months later it was finished. This time lag was rather useful as it 
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The following items are available for sale at 
our monthly meetings.   
 

Please let our property officers Ronda and 
John Cornwell at a meeting or on phone 
6297 3174 if you would like to buy or try on 
any items.   
 

There are items for both Summer and Winter, 
so have a look at what is available. 
 

All clothing is embroidered with the STHARC 
logo. 

 

  STHARC Items Available 

Polo T-shirts $35 

Good sun protection Broad brimmed Hat $18 

Peaked Cap $18 

For your car a Must should be a Metal Badge $27 

Plastic Car Badge $8 

STHARC keyring $11 

Club name bars to suit the new CRS number 
plates - pair for cars 

$18 

Club name bars to suit the new CRS number 
plates – single for bikes 

$9 

Polar fleece pullover – adult $42 

Polar fleece vest – adult $32 

Polar fleece pullover – children $32 

Two-in-one jacket (new to our range) $75 
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gave me time to save up and pay for the paint and panel work and also to 
source innumerable rubbers, clips bits of trim etc etc and polish all the 
stainless steel bits and rechrome the rest. 
 

Now the car that I have had longer than my wife is finished and we look 
back on it with mixed emotions.  For me, 
my one regret is that my father did not live 
long enough to see the end product.  For 
my wife it is that she didn’t get to spend 
near as long in the Tower of London as 
she would have liked.  (She is a wonderful 
woman).  For my daughter who came 
along fifteen years ago. She likes the col-
our and thinks it’s cool but would rather 

ride in Mum’s new car because it has a CD player. 
Cheers to you all 
Ian Pyett 

BATTLE OF WATERLOO 
George Cook 
 

The "Battle of Waterloo" gathering was held on the lawns at the corner of 
Parkes Place and King Edward Terrace, near the Treasury Building, in fair-

ly poor rainy weather on 21 June.  This event has been 
held for some years as a gathering between Pommy ve-
hicles (boo, hiss) and Les Voitures Francaises (bravo, 
encore) - not that I'm biased, of course.  Not that I was 
there myself, I might also add, as I had an  
important and unrelated event on the same week-
end.  Despite my lack of support for the Froggy forces, I 
know all of you will share my excitement that the Frogs 
won the day (always considered to be the most  

participating vehicles, with an official total of 26 cars and 1 bike for the  
British, 31 cars and 6 bikes for the French.  Some consolation for the Brits 
though - it seems they won all the door prizes ... valuable bottles of wine 
labelled "Eau de Frog"!  
 
there is a set of photos from the Battle of Waterloo day on Flikr - the link  
 is http://www.flickr.com/photos/pajamas26/sets/72157619969584649/  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/pajamas26/sets/72157619969584649/
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Soup run and garage crawl 14 June 2009 
 

The run for June was planned by Allan and Chris as a soup morning and garage 
crawl.  A good idea for mid winter.  It didn’t require an exceptionally early start 
and provided the opportunity to retreat indoors for inspections if the weather 
turned unpleasant.  An even better idea for winter was for Allan and Chris to 
shoot through to warmer climes.  Before leaving they were expected to prepare a 
note on this event.  On the basis of past performance, it is suspected that they 
actually did this, but we will wait until their return to locate the evidence and get 
the proper report with pictures.  It will be a bit late but worth the wait. 
 

In the interim, I have been asked to provide a report based on my recollections.  I 
took no pictures so my report is of necessity fairly basic.  Twenty nine people and 
11 Club cars were turned out for the event.  The weather for the day was very 
pleasant.  Bracing for anyone stupid enough to do a drive into town in a drophead 
with the head dropped but at 80 kph the chill factor was quite manageable. 
 

Allan and Chris had been busy preparing soups.  On arrival at the club house any 
required warming up was easily achieved.  Refuelled, the participants headed off 
for Allan and Chris play rooms.  Allan and Chris are really quite smart.  Instead of 
trying to find an urban block with enough sheds for all of the cars they have ar-
ranged for Belinda and Paul to get the big shed and have focussed on motor 
bikes.  Allan has managed to store these things everywhere.  I think there may be 
a couple of yet to be discovered treasures in the cupboard under the tub in the 
laundry.  The house itself has no footings – it is held up by motor bikes and parts 
thereof.  After numerous discussions about bikes, caravanning and porcelain it 
was time to move off to Albert’s shed. 

ROAD SIGNS IN AFRICA 
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Some of us haven’t been there before so it was a great opportunity to see what 
he has been hiding away from us.  The Chrysler and the Plymouth look much 
the same as they do on the road.  The Holden and the Mustang were a revela-
tion for some.  The model collection is spectacular.  Of course, treats were 
available on site for those who require constant refuelling.  The opportunity was 
taken to present the clubs award and trophy to Robert Smith-Saarinen for best 
restoration in the presence of some fine examples of the art form. 
 

From Albert’s, it was off to John and Rosemary Thomas’ property for inspec-
tions and lunch.  One of the problems with restoring old trucks and tractors is 
that they are difficult to take on club runs.  This does however add to the pleas-
ure of garage crawls.  At the same time the opportunity presents to have a 
sticky at all of the other things which have been collected over the years.  Once 
out of the urban environment nature has a way of making its season known.  
The breeze was decidedly chilly and most of the assembled masses chose to 
sit inside the garage for lunch. 
 

By mid afternoon the kangaroos were starting to prepare for their outings and it 
was decided that it would be a good idea for us to be back home before they 
left home.  A very pleasant outing.  Thanks to Allan and Chris for organising it 
and to all of our hosts for opening up their treasures for our inspection and en-
joyment. 
 

List of participants and vehicles 
 
Albert Neus      1936 Plymouth 
Graham Bates     1957 Ford Mainline 
Noel and Colleen Templeman   1962 Ford Anglia 
John and Rosemary Thomas    1964 Holden EH 
Benita and Brian Thomas    1965 Rover Coupe 
John, Rhonda and Madelaine Winnett  1968 Austin Cambridge 
Robert Saarinen     1971 Holden HG Monaro 
Jane and Lawrie Nock    1973 Rolls Corniche drophead 
Hugh Spencer     1975 Rolls Silver Shadow 
Ian and Krystyna McLeish   1976 Mercedes 300D and BBQ 
        trailer 
Chris Holbrook-Boyd    1977 BMW 633CSI Coupe 
Max de Oliver Maree Burke 
Sue and Peter Olsen    1982 Daimler Sovereign 
Allan Boyd      1999 VW – food van 
Paul McAlister      2007 BMW R1200 
Andrew Neuss     Ford Mustang 
Jannie and Simon Brown    modern 
John and Ronda Cornwell   modern  
 

 



Page 24                  The Wheel 

 

A note from Rod Lawson—There was a HD on the new 24 
hour channel a car auction. The auction is call Mecum 
Auctions and is taking place at the Indiana State Fair in 
Indianapolis.  They have just auctioned a 1967 Chevy 
Camaro SS for $18,000 USD.   
 

Congratulations to Dana & Sid Mc Glynn who have recently become 
grandparents for the first time.  Daughter Marianne and partner Shane 
presented daughter Tahlia to the world on the eight of April.  I 
understand all 5 involved are doing well. 
And I also understand that Dana becomes 21 again on 19th August.  
Congrats in advance on that anniversary. 
 

George Cook reports that the family farm at Ballalaba has been sold with 
a handover scheduled for early November.  George & Pauline are 
buying a house at Long Beach, just north of Batemans Bay. 
Plenty of houses available but finding one that had suitable shedding 
was a problem.  Even the one they have chosen is only suitable 
because baby Renaults aren’t large.  Council rules don’t take restorers 
into calculations. 
 

George also reports that the Renault Fregate which has been advertised 
in recent issues of the “Wheel” has been sold.  It will reside in Melbourne 
and is scheduled for restoration rather than for parts.  Good result. 
 
The Father & Son who picked up George’s car came up the hard way.  
Sonny boy bought a brand new G.P.S. and was anxious to try it out. 
Disregarding George’s instructions on the best way to come to the farm, 
he pumped in the requirement for shortest distance.  This happened to 
be the most interest 
road for the intrepid that 
goes via Cooma, 
Jerangle, Snowball, 
Gundillian etc.  By the 
time they negotiated 
this wild bush road, the 
father had extremely 
strong thoughts about 

Out and About 
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stuffing the GPS somewhere the sun doesn’t shine 
 

However the car plus a box trailer of spares went home ok but by a 
vastly different route 
 
As well as selling off stock and generally getting the farm ready for 
sale, George has recently fitted in a reunion of personnel who have 
served in the Antarctic.  Held at the Hellenic Club, it was by all reports 
a convivial affair. 
 
Pauline has been closely involved with the Braidwood Quilters group.  

Living at Long Beach will enable her to continue with this activity and 

its probably quicker to get to Braidwood from the Bay than it was from 

the farm at Ballalaba. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some tentative dates for Marques in the Park—22nd November on 
the lawns at National Library 
b 21st March 2010 Lawns of Old Parliament House 
 
Cooma Motor Fest is being held on the 7th November 2009. The 
special feature of the event is veteran and current racing cars.  
The event includes trade displays, vintage and classic cars, street 
machines,  muscle cars, stationary engines, Trucks and  Military 
Vehicles. It will also be a checkpoint for the Snowy Ride entrants. 
Trophies for all classes. 
 
See www.coomacarclub.com.au or contact Chris Reeks 0407 299 008 
or Rogan Corbett 0412 722505 or email infor@coomacarclub.com.au 
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Wanted to buy  Mercedes 250/280.  Must be in Very Good 
Condition.  Cash waiting for the right car.  Don Hughes  63825594 
(Don is a member of the Young Heritage Motor Club) 
 
Wanted - Radio suitable for HR Holden. Prefer the “Premier” 
heater with the fan if possible. Radio suitable for the age of the car. 
Richard Myers 0401 776 378 
 

Holden 48/125 (FX) sedan.  Weathered but restorable 1950 vintage  
sound body original throughout. 
Ian Scattergood     02 62979477 (evenings) 
 

Austin K8 C1947 rare forward control light 
truck.  Smaller than some cars. easy 
restorer, runs.  Something different. Will be 
an eye catcher when restored 
Ron Scattergood 
02 62363219 or 0458045589 
 

Wanted  Old badges, name plates etc, damaged ok –at no cost 
Marc Veenhuis  Boomgaard 10 7021 KZ Velswijk-Zelhem.  The 
Netherlands. 
 

WANTED Persons willing to be nominated to Club positions.  Good working 

conditions with rewarding results.  Please fill in a nomination form (enclosed).  

Any committee member will happily second your nomination.  Hand to Secretary 

prior to commencement of meeting. 

For Sale 

Wanted to Buy - Ford XY GS Fairmont 
chrome hubcaps in good condition. Would 
also be interested in other XY bits and pieces. 
Please contact Mandy on 02 6297 4148 or via 
email at mandy1972@austarnet.com.au 
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Repairs to all makes and models, including LPG vehicles. 
NSW & LPG Rego Inspections 
 
 

33 KENDALL AVE  Ph.:6297 8557       
QUEANBEYAN 2620 Fax:6299 3800 

        Seiffert Automotive 

 
All types of mechanical work done to most 

makes and models of vehicles. 
Authorised Inspection Station NSW & 

ACT. 
 

Albert & Andrew Neuss 
8 Endurance Ave Queanbeyan 

02 6297 6225 

 Capital Diesel Service  
Diesel fuel injection specialist 

 
John and Pam Corbett 

pco04198@bigpond.net.au 
Ph. 6297 7285 

Mob.: 0412 295 177 
  8 Lily Place Queanbeyan 2620 

THANK YOU 

Thank you this month from the editor to Ian Pyett, Stephen Cole, Lawrie 
and Jane Nock, Allan and Chris Boyd, Ronda and John Cornwell, Rod Law-
son ,  Ian McLeish, Rhonda Winnett, for their contributions to another issue, 
and to our printing and collating team –John and Rhonda Winnett, Geoff 
Rudd, Kristyna McLeish, Jane Nock and Paul Hogarth for his exceptional 

expertise at the photocopier. 
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