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62363 336 

Registrar  John Corbett 6297 7285 
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Club Meetings are held at 8pm on the first Tuesday of each month (except 

January) at the Girl Guide Hall, Erin Street, Queanbeyan.   
 

Contributions should be submitted by the 15th of the month for the following month's issue.  
Articles covering events, members’ experiences, automotive/mechanical items or 
photographs welcomed.  Photos will be returned. The editor reserves the right to accept, 
reject or modify any section of any article that has been submitted for publication.  
The opinions and views expressed in the articles published in The Wheel are wholly those of 
the respective authors, and not necessarily those of the Editor, or the Committee of the 
Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.. 

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive 
Restorers Club 

PO Box 1420, Queanbeyan  NSW  2620 



Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.     Page 3 

Next Meeting 
 

Tuesday 6th October 2009 , Starting at 8pm 
 

Girl Guide Hall, Erin St, Queanbeyan 
 

Please bring a plate for supper to share. All welcome a little bit earlier 
for a cuppa and a catchup 
 
 
 
 

Next Events 
 
11th October-Sunday -Bathurst 000 Race Day—Ladies Day  
 
25th October –Sunday—Tharwa Preschool fete—display 
 
31st October—Saturday –Uniting Church display 
 
7th November-Saturday—Marymead display 
 
15th November - Sunday—Bungendore School display 
 
13th December—Sunday– Christmas Party at Burra Sports Ground 
 
 
 
 

October After Meeting Speaker 

For all of you closet rev heads, the after 
meeting speaker for October is one you 
won’t want to miss. Steve Cole has had the privilege of visiting the  
Ferrari factory in Milano Italy and will be showing some photos and  
providing a bit of history on the ”prancing stallion” 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Club Notices 
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Held 1 September 2009 at Guide Hall, Queanbeyan 
Meeting Commenced:  8.10 p.m.   
Members Present: 38  Apologies: 11   Visitors:  3 
Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Accepted as issued in The Wheel.  Moved:  
Ray Malam ,  Seconded:  John Cornwell.  Carried. 
 
Correspondence In:  Australian Classic Car Magazine, Membership  
Renewal C. Forsey, Classic Lines Newsletter – CMC Wagga Wagga,  
Australian Classic Car Magazine renewal notice, CHMC Notice of half year-
ly meeting, Shannons Auction Notice, Club insurance renewal notice, Email 
re Queanbeyan swap meet notice for 26-27 August 09. 
 
President’s Report:  Unfilled position of Events Director has been  
accepted by Ron Scattergood, Maureen Scattergood has accepted the  
position of Editor. Constitution amendments need ¾ total membership. 
Lawrie moved that the members accept the proposed amendments as  
approved by AGM in August 09. Seconded by Pam Corbett. Carried. “ 
Lawrie welcomed our guest speaker Richard Myers and his wife Libby.  
Australian Classic Car Magazine is asking for nominations for pre 1979. Up 
to 2 vehicles. Nominations close 16/10/09. Please see Lawrie if interested. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  As the last AGM was adjourned, Garry presented the 
AGM financial reports. Moved: Ron Scattergood. Seconded: Ian McLeish. 
$5,326.00 in working account to date, $5,020.00 in investment account. 
Moved: Ken Herne Seconded: Norm Betts  
 

Registrar’s Report:  7 Renewals were due this month. 2 new club cars are 
coming in, a 1968 Humber Snipe and an original GTR Torana.    
 

Property Officers’ Report:   They have 2-in-1 Jackets for sale as well as 
badges, key rings and caps and would like to encourage old and new  
members to purchase these.  
 
Editor’s Report:  Need more cover articles. Would like to encourage  
members to contribute articles, news items etc.   
 
Events Director’s Report: Last outing to the John Grannal Memorial  
Charity Day vehicle display. Our club did well Jantje and Simon Brown’s 

 

 

 Minutes of Monthly Meeting 
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Karman Ghia gaining second in Peoples’ Choice. 
Next outing to War Memorial Annexe. Need someone to note attendance at 
run and write a report. Lawrie Nock offered his services. 
 
Bathurst 11/10/09: Awaiting confirmation from Guides if hall is available. 
Queanbeyan Swap meet 26/9/09: Need people to erect tent and man stall, 
plus pack up. A list was passed around for members to add their names. 
 
Possible outing to Snowy Mountains 60th Anniversary run 16-17-18th  
October 2009. Please let Ron Scattergood know at the next meeting. 
 
Events committee to meet asap. 
Wheels will be at the usual destination next year. 
 
General Business:  Joe & Maureen Vavra attended the All British Day in 
Sydney. It was well worth the trip. There was the best collection of vehicles 
you would see anywhere. 
 
Special Occasions: Birthdays – James Corbett, Simon Brown, Maureen 
Scattergood, Richard Myers, Libby Myers  
Wedding Anniversaries –  Simon and Jantje Brown. 
   
Raffle:  Won by Norm Betts and Ken Herne.       
Meeting Closed:  9:40p.m.  
 

NEXT MEETING :   Tuesday, 6 October 2009 at the Guide Hall, Quean-
beyan at 8 p.m.  
 
 

A note from Lawrie Nock, on British vehicles …..someone who is quite 
experienced in these matters … 

If you are going to suffer the indignity of breaking down on the side of the 
road, you might as well do it in comfort. The British really did a good job of 
ensuring their customers remained comfortable whilst waiting for the tow 
trucks. And anyway, when the car breaks down or ceases proceeding there 
is any number of would be if they could be’s who are happy to have it 
parked in their driveway until such time as you can get back with a tow    
vehicle to remove it. 
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Coming Events 

Bathurst Day 

Sunday 11th October 
For those interested in car racing, a large screen TV will be set 
up in the Guide Hall on Sunday 11th October so that you can 
share the excitement of the Bathurst 1000 with other like minded 
club members. For those not so enamoured of the race, a visit 
to local attractions of interest to the ladies is being organised. 
 
The BBQ trailer will be at the Hall, BYO meat and drinks and 
maybe a salad to share. Bread and milk will be provided.  
 
The “Ladies and others ” tour will leave the hall after morning tea 
at the hall starting at about 10am.Please bring a nibble to share 
for morning tea. 
 

 

Tharwa Pre-school. Fete 

Sunday October 25th 
The club has been invited to display our cars at the Tharwa Pre 
School Fete.  This is a new event and one that I would like to 
see supported by a large contingent of vehicles. 
 
As most people would know, Tharwa has taken a pasting over 
the last couple of years, closure of their school and closure of 
the bridge which resulted in traffic making large detours to get 
kids to school and to go to work. 
 
The bridge has now reopened, so a direct trip can be taken.  
Please meet at the Hall at 8.45am for a 9am departure. It’s a 
pleasant length drive for the cars and there will be food available 
for lunch at the fete. Any further details, contact Chris Boyd. 
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Uniting Church Fete 

Saturday 31st October 
The following week, a limited number of cars are needed for the 
Uniting Church Fete in Queanbeyan.  There is only space for 
about 10 cars at this one.  Mandy McAlister is in charge of this 
event so if you can help, please  give her a ring. 
 
 
 

Marymead Fete Display 

Saturday November 7th 
Marymead  Sunday 15

th
  November sees another display        

opportunity and no doubt some bargains for Christmas presents 

from the stalls. I understand an invitation is  coming from     

Marymead in Narrabundah, requesting a display of club vehicles 

for their fete on November 7
th
.  Apparently this is a great fete for 

plant lovers. 

 

Bungendore School Fete 

Sunday November 15th 
The Bungendore Public School will hold  their Spring Fair on No-
vember 15th and our vehicles have been requested between 
9.30 – 2 pm. 
 
Organiser Sharon Baxter tells me that the road in front of the 
school (Gibralter St) will be closed off for displays by us. There 
will be a Navy Helicopter that will be passing through also on  
display for those interested in machinery of the flying kind.  More 
on this one as it gets closer. 
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WD 40 

The product began from a search for a rust preventative solvent and  
degreaser to protect missile parts. WD-40 was created in 1953 by three 
technicians at the San Diego Rocket Chemical Company. Its name 
comes from the project that was to find a 'water displacement'  
compound. They were successful with the fortieth formulation, thus WD-
40. The Convair Company bought it in bulk to protect their atlas missile 
parts.  
 

 Some of the things WD40 has been used for :  
1. Protects silver from tarnishing.  
2. Removes road tar and grime from cars.  
3. Cleans and lubricates guitar strings.  
4. Gives floors that 'just-waxed' sheen without making them slippery.  
5. Keeps flies off cows.  
6. Restores and cleans chalkboards.  
8. Loosens stubborn zippers.  
9. Untangles jewelery chains.  
10. Removes stains from stainless steel sinks.  
 

11. Removes dirt and grime from the barbecue grill.  
12. Keeps ceramic/terra cotta garden pots from oxidising.  
14. Keeps glass shower doors free of water spots.  
15. Camouflages scratches in ceramic and marble floors.  
16. Keeps scissors working smoothly.  
17. Lubricates noisy door hinges on vehicles and doors in homes.  
19. Bug guts will eat away the finish on your car if not removed quickly! 
Use WD-40!  
20. Gives children's playground gym slide a shine for a super fast slide.  
 

21. Lubricates gear shift and mower deck lever for ease of handling on 
riding mowers.  
23. Lubricates tracks in sticking home windows and makes them easier 
to open.  
25. Restores and cleans padded leather dashboards in vehicles, as well 
as vinyl bumpers.  
26. Restores and cleans roof racks on vehicles.  
28. Lubricates wheel sprockets on tricycles, wagons, and bicycles for 
easy handling.  
30. Keeps rust from forming on saws and saw blades, and other tools.  
 

31. Removes splattered grease on stove.  
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32. Keeps bathroom mirror from fogging.  
33. Lubricates prosthetic limbs.  
34. Keeps pigeons off the balcony (they hate the smell).  
35. Removes all traces of duct tape.  
36. Folks even spray it on their arms, hands, and knees to relieve arthritis 
pain.  
P.S. The basic ingredient is FISH OIL. 
 
 
 

 
 
Because I'm a man, 
when I lock my keys in the car I will fiddle with a wire long after  
hypothermia has set in. 
----------------------------------------------- 
 

Because I'm a man, 
when the car isn't running very well, I will pop the hood and stare at the 
engine as if I know what I'm looking at. If another man shows up, one of 
us will say to the other, "I used to be able to fix these things, but now with 
all these computers and everything, I wouldn't know where to start."  
We will then drink beer. 
----------------------------------------------- 
 

Because I'm a man, 
when one of our appliances stops working, I will insist on taking it apart,  
despite evidence that this will just cost me twice as much once the repair 
person gets here and has to put it back together. 
------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Because I'm a man, 
I must hold the television remote control in my hand while I watch TV. If 
the thing has been misplaced, I may miss a whole show looking for it 
(though one time I was able to survive by holding a calculator). 
---------------------------------------------- 
 

Because I'm a man, 
I don't think we're all that lost, and no, I don't think we should stop and ask  
someone. Why would you listen to a complete stranger? I mean, how the 
hell could he know where we're going? 
---------------------------------------------- 



Page 10                  The Wheel 

Vehicle Movement Notification 
John Corbett 

 
Where some members are members of more than one historic car 
club, they are required to inform their primary car club of all  
intended movements with other clubs. This applies to all conditional 
(NSW) and concessional (ACT) registered vehicles. The Primary 
club is the club with which the particular vehicle is registered. 
 

Please refer to our club by laws vehicle movement section,  
paragraphs g,h & I shown below; 
 

(g)   Where STHARC has approved reciprocal attendance       
arrangements with another club, no meeting approval is  
required for attendance at that club’s events, but the      
journey should be notified to Permits Officer. 

 
(h)     Where STHARC has no reciprocal arrangements made  
    with a club or organization, general meeting or     

Management Committee approval is required and Permits    
Officer must be informed of travel arrangements. 

 
(i)   If the Permits Officer cannot be contacted, any member of 

   the Management Committee can handle the request. Said    
       Management Committee member shall record details and            
       pass this information on to the Permits Officer for entry in the   
       club’s movements book. 

 
 

Notification can be given the following ways:- 
 

Phone message, hand delivered note, email or facsimile. 
 
 

John Corbett’s contact details are as follows:- 
 

Phone:  6297 7285        Home 
        0411 097 644   Mobile 
 

Facsimile:  6297 7082 
 

Email:  pco04198@bigpond.net.au 
 

Address:  8 Lily Place, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 
 

John Corbett 
Club Registrar 
 

mailto:pco04198@bigpond.net.au
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Polo T-shirts $35 

Good sun protection Broad brimmed Hat $18 

Peaked Cap $18 

For your car a Must should be a Metal Badge $27 

Plastic Car Badge $8 

STHARC keyring $11 

Club name bars to suit the new CRS number 
plates - pair for cars 

$18 

Club name bars to suit the new CRS number 
plates – single for bikes 

$9 

Polar fleece pullover – adult $42 

Polar fleece vest – adult $32 

Polar fleece pullover – children $32 

Two-in-one jacket (new to our range) $75 

The following items are available for sale at 
our monthly meetings.   
 

Please let our property officers Ray and 
Barbara Mallam at a meeting or on phone 
6230 3663 if you would like to buy or try on 
any items.   
 

There are items for both Summer and Winter, 
so have a look at what is available. 
 

All clothing is embroidered with the STHARC 
logo. 

 

  STHARC Items Available  
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Father’s Day Run - War Memorial Annexe 

September 2009 
Lawrie Nock 

At last some decent weather.  Sunday morning started off with a 
reasonable cover of frost where I live.  A bit nippy to start with but 
not a cloud in the sky and NO WIND. 
 
Six club cars and one visitor met at the club house in Queanbeyan 
at about 1.00 pm.  The route was as per the notice along Sutton 
Road to the Federal Highway then into Mitchell.  On arrival, a  
Unimog belonging to Tony and Chris Stone was discovered parked 
on the vacant lot behind the National Museum building.  Bev and 
Hugh Spencer had to be elsewhere early so turned up separately 
in the Mercedes 6.3.   
 
For a warehouse this place is great.  The range of things on display 
is quite different from what we saw about this time last year.  Soon 
after we entered the building I was told that Eric Sutherland’s friend 
Kazushige from the Japanese Embassy, is a former military pilot.  
That helped explain things.  The curators must have got wind of the 
impending visit because they had ripped the wings off all of the  
aircraft in the building – that stopped him in his tracks. 
 
The WW1 tank which was in the workshop last time is now out on 
display set up with an open side wall to allow visitors to see inside.  
The collection is too large to take it all in.  Museum staff were on 

hand to provide information 
and did it very effectively.   
 
That Leyland truck is still 
there Ron, and still looks very 
nice.  There are any number 
of small cannons which 
would suit Jane’s garden  
design plans but I wasn’t 
even a little bit tempted. 
 



Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.     Page 13 

I think all of the club mem-
bers made it out before clos-
ing time.  When I returned to 
the parking area the Temple-
man Anglia and  my car were 
the only parked club cars. 
 
I caught up with only some of 
our members during their 
tour.  Everyone seemed to be 
enjoying  
themselves.  Rob Smith-
Saarinen’s children seemed to think it was worth the drive.  I sat 
with Jannie and Simon Brown and the Templemans next to the 
sausage sizzle in the hopes of seeing other club members but they 
must have already left. 
 
Thank you to members who joined us for the outing, welcome to 
our visitors – it was nice to meet you and please feel free to join us 
again some time.  I enjoyed myself.  I hope everyone else did too. 
 
Roll call 
 
Simon and Jannie Brown  1958 VW Karmann Ghia 
Colleen and Noel Templeman 1962 Ford Anglia 
Tony and Chris Stone   1963 Mercedes Benz Unimog 
Lawrie Nock    1966 Bentley T Coupe 
Eric Sutherland and Children  1973 Holden HQ 
John and Ronda Cornwell  1974 Mercedes 450 
Rob Smith-Saarinen   1975 Chrysler VK Charger 
Kazushige and Kae Iijima  Honda Jazz 
Hugh Spencer, Bev Lang  Mercedes  
Peter and Ann Toet   1935 Packard Super Eight 
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STHARC EVENTS 

  
CONTACT 

BBQ 

Trail-
er 

  
All STHARC runs start from the Qbn Girl Guides Hall Erin St Qbn 

unless otherwise indicated. 
11 
Oct 
Sun 
 

Bathurst 1000 Race/Ladies Day.  
Guides Hall. 

Ron Scattergood 
62363219 

Yes 

25 
Oct 
Sun 

Tharwa Pre-School static display.  
Meet at Guides Hall 8.45 for 9.00am 
start  Lunch stalls available or BYO 

Chris Hillbrick-
Boyd 
6297 6014 

No 

Oct 
31 
Sat 
 

Uniting Church Fete Display—
Rutledge St 

Mandy McAlister 
6297 4148 

No 

Nov 7 
Sat 

Marymead Fete Display Narrabundah Mandy McAlister 
6297 4148 

No 

Nov 
15 
Sun 

Bungendore School Fete Display Ron Scattergood 
62363219 

No 

Dec 6 
Sun 

Hall Markets Christmas Market Mandy McAlister 
6297 4148 

No 

Dec 
13 

Sun 

STHARC Christmas Party Burra 
Sports Ground 

All Committee Yes 

Jan 
17  

Sun 

Twilight Run Ron Scattergood 
62363219 

Yes 
 

Jan 
31 

Bungendore Show Jannie Brown 
62381594 

No 

Feb Garage Crawl Ron Scattergood 
62363219 

Yes 

Mar 6 Crookwell Country Festival TBA  No 

Mar 
21 

Wheels Ian McLeish 
6230 3344 

Yes 

April 
16 

Nimmitabel Run Jannie Brown 
62381594 

No 

May Gymkhana Day TBA  
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Date 

  
OTHER EVENTS     2009 – 2010 

  
CONTACT 

  
IN-
VIT
E 

4 
Oct 

Electric Vehicle Festival – Parlia-
ment House 

Mike Clew   0416 
086 476 

  

18 
Oct 

Parkes Swap meet – Showground 
– features early Falcon Display 

Hedley Nicholson 

6862 2105 

  

17-
18 
Oct 

Oil, Steam & Kerosene Field 
Days, Campbelltown Steam and 
Machinery Museum, Menangle Rd, 
Menangle Park, 4km fr Camp-
belltown 

Email: big-
trev@bigpond.com 

Ph  0417 215 513 

Yes 

25 
Oct 

Crookwell Swap Meet Crookwell 
Showground 

Ken 4832 2153   

1 
Nov 
Sun 

Canberra Swap, EPIC  Bkgs & details:  
email:  
commit-
tee@vvcmcc.org 

Yes 

7-8 
Nov 

Yass Valley Heritage celebra-
tions (YAMC) 

Glenda Snape 
g.snape@harboursa
t.com.au 

Yes 

7 
Nov 

Cooma Motorfest, NSW, Cooma 
Showground 

0407 299 008 Yes 

8 
Nov 

Trunkey Creek Swap meet – 
Showground 

Jeff Davis 6368 
8858 

  

22 
Nov 

Marques in the Park   Yes 

6 
Dec 

Terribly British Day   

2010 

2-5 
April 

BUSH COUNCIL EASTER RAL-
LY, Wagga Wagga  - Classic Mo-
toring Club of Wagga.  Closing date 
1 Feb 2010.  

Cheryl Wheeler  02 
6922 3360 

Yes 

mailto:big-trev@bigpond.com
mailto:big-trev@bigpond.com
mailto:committee@vvcmcc.org
mailto:committee@vvcmcc.org
mailto:g.snape@harboursat.com.au
mailto:g.snape@harboursat.com.au
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1948 Austin A125 Sheerline Saloon - DS1  
Joe & Maureen Vavra - ACT 
"Lady Penelope". 
 

It had long been a dream of Maureen's to own a Sheerline and  
eventually her dream was realized. We purchased our Sheerline in 
Engadine NSW in 2004, She has not done many miles and has had, 
evidenced her general condition, a fairly stress free life.  

 
The previous owners 
said the longest trip 
they ever did in the car 
was to Queensland, 
once. The remainder 
of her life she spent 
pottering around Syd-
ney.  
 
The car suffered from 
chronic fuel vaporiza-
tion, difficult starting 

and binding brakes when we first purchased her. These ailments 
were rectified by fitting an electric fuel pump, repairing the cracked 
inlet manifold and correctly adjusting the brakes. Mind you, the radia-
tor still gets a little hotter than I feel comfortable with on a hot day. 
 
We have changed "Lady Penelope's" boring life by taking her to Club 
runs and tours including Gippsland Vic, through the Snowy Moun-
tains as well as to Austins Over Australia in Warwick Qld. and AOA 
2007 in Canberra. She loves the open road and runs, as one would 
expect from a Lady, elegantly and quietly giving her occupants a 
most comfortable ride.  
 
"Lady Penelope" keeps good company at home with two Austin  
Vanden Plas Princess Limousines, a 1953 A40 Countryman and a 
1949 A40 Tourer (under restoration). Recently “Lady Penelope’s” 
engine received a complete overhaul. 
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1964 Austin A135 Vanden Plas Princess  

Limousine - DM4 
Joe & Maureen Vavra - ACT 
"Princess Elizabeth". 
 

This 7-8 seat Limousine with horizontal glass division was built for 
the "Minister of Works" London in 1964 by Vanden Plas, who were 
a subsidiary of the Austin Company.  
 

Having completed its term of service, with the Government, the car 
was sold and 
ended up in the 
USA where it 
was given 
white-wall 
tyres. 
 

The DM4 was 
then sold to a 
chap in Sydney 
who made a 
mess of the car 
by painting it 
with white, 
house enamel (by the appearance - with a paint roller). He also 
managed to destroy the car’s interior by painting the beautiful  
Walnut with "Mission Brown epoxy paint". The front seat was  
replaced with bucket seats from a Landcruiser, the rear seat was 
plywood covered by sponge and a black and white paisley  
patterned bedspread - thumb tacked to the wood. You can imagine 
how terrible the stately Lady looked. 
 

We purchased the Princess in 1999 in Newcastle NSW. Generally 
the car was fairly straight and ran but required heaps of work to  
restore it. It took 6 years solid effort and 'buckets of sweat' to  
restore. Maureen, my wife, and I did most of the work including the 
mechanicals, upholstery, building a front seat and walnut  
restoration.  
 

The paint was applied by Tony Gardiner, who had a spray booth in 
Sydney. The paint finish is outstanding which was only possible with 
the brilliant surface preparation carried out by Michael Andrews - 
Sydney. The car is painted in two-pak paint. The colours are as 
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used on the Rolls Royce / Bentley Silver Cloud and are Tudor Grey 
over Shell Grey. 
 

The body is aluminium from the windscreen back. The mechanicals 
are the same as for the Austin Sheerline - 6 cylinder 4 litre petrol 
engine and runs on unleaded - manual transmission is 4 speed - 
chassis has a jacking system consisting of 4 jacks that lift the car 
off the ground for changing tyres or maintenance.  
 

"Elizabeth" has travelled the "Great Ocean Road" and attended 
Austins Over Australia Ballarat when she was white and ugly but 
now, you must agree, she looks quite Regal once more. 
 
 
 

President’s Report 
Lawrie Nock 
 
Subsequent to the adjourned AGM in August, it was noted that the 
required vote for an amendment of the Club’s Constitution is not 
less than three Quarters of the eligible membership.  It was also 
noted that the criteria for voting as set out in the Constitution are, 
current financial membership and one vote per membership.  This 
meant that the August AGM vote was insufficient to give effect to 
the desired changes.  The Committee decided that the failed 
amendments should be put to the vote again at the September  
resumption of the adjourned AGM. 
 
September got off to a good start for the club.  The AGM was  
resumed at a well attended general meeting.  The treasurer’s  
financial reports for the year 2008/2009 were accepted.  Ron  
Scattergood’s offer to take on the position as Events Director, and 
Maureen’s as Editor, were graciously accepted by a unanimous 
vote of those present and the Club’s Constitution was amended to 
bring it into line with current government arrangements for  
concessional registrations and preferred club practice.  We also 
learned, courtesy of our guest speaker and new member Richard 
Myers, where we can get a great range of interesting stories.  
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Thank you Richard.  Thank you also to all of the members who 
made the effort to attend the meeting and to those who  
supported the changes by their proxies. 
 
The new Events Committee has held its first meeting and a  
program of events well into 2010 is set out on the uncensored 
centrefold.  I am looking forward to a fun filled year.  Your  
Committee of Management has also considered the issue of 
noncurrent financial membership.  Apart from any needs the 
club may have, financial membership of the club is important for 
the financial security of every member who uses a car  
registered on club plates through STHARC. 
 
The concessional registration arrangements are dependent on 
financial membership of the club nominated on the registration 
document.  STHARC obtains its authority to support such  
registrations through its affiliation with the ACT and NSW  
umbrella bodies to which it belongs.  Even if your registration 
label is still current, the vehicle isn’t registered unless you are 
currently a financial member of the nominated club. 
 
Accidents are by definition unintended.  The legal impact of 
driving an unregistered vehicle can pale into insignificance 
against the financial exposure, if you become involved in an  
unplanned accident where you need the protection provided by 
the third party personal insurance which is included in your  
concessional registration.   It is unlikely that the insurer will 
waive its right to avoid becoming involved if you are technically 
unregistered.  It is too late to fix a financial oversight after an 
accident. 
 
Historic plated STHARC cars are not legally registered as of 30 
June 2009 unless your financial membership is current.  It is 
also intended that the next edition of the Wheel will not be sent 
to any members who are no longer financial. 
 
Hope to see you at a meeting or event soon. 
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Auctions & Auctioneers 
Ron Scattergood 
 

Most members would be aware that I am  
addicted to clearing sales.  Over the years 
Anne and I have travelled far and wide to  
auctions mainly seeking vehicles suitable for 
restoration.  Odd ones were for us, but mainly we were trying to save 
them from being scrapped.  On many occasions, the only opposition 
came from scrap dealers. 
 

The majority of these vehicles were on-sold into cities where old  
vehicles, especially trucks, were in short supply.  Another spot where a 
lot of old trucks and utes finished up was costal North Queensland.  As 
one buyer said,  parking them under a tree for only a couple of years had 
them deteriorate past restoration.  Freight costs have now killed off trade 
in that area. 
 

Going to all these auctions, we naturally came across some very  
different auctioneers and for that matter, some very different bidders.  
The Auctioneer, by the nature of his job, has to be the man for all  
seasons.  He is firstly working on behalf of his client, the vendor, but at 
the same time has to appear to be doing his best for the buyer, who is 
after all, paying him. 
 

Most country auctioneers are dry humoured, and they relate to the crowd 
very well.  Most are livestock auctioneers and they tend to go through a 
clearing sale at the same pace, 100 to 120 lots per hour is a rate for 
good operators. 
 

This rate does however, still leave time for some light hearted banter with  
the punters.  I’ve been the victim of some myself.  A good auctioneer 
learns to work the crowd and a clearing sale can often end up as a day’s 
entertainment. 
 

One of the best operators I’ve come across was the now retired Greg 
Teale.  He was an agent with Dennys Lacelles in Victoria and was  
conducting an angora goat sale.  Bidding was a bit slow so he stopped 
the sale and picked on an unfortunate lady in the second row.  “Hold it, 
Hold it!! Madam, I really am more than happy to accept your bid for $200, 
however, could you please turn your hand the other way round, and stop 
giving me the forks.” 
 

On the subject of ladies being picked on, a more recent sale at  
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Gunningbland was being conducted by Forbes Livestock & Agency Co.  
Their head auctioneer Tim, was selling a box of sundries which included 
on old razor strop.  A lady bid a couple of bucks for the lot.  Tim held the 
strop up,  “You’d be past leather!” Reply “You don’t know what I’m past or 
up to” Shut Tim up—at least until another lot a few minutes later. 
 

A rather tall and slender lady named Lucy was sitting on a park bench 
that was about to be sold. The auctioneer obviously knew her quite well. 
Tim – “Do we sell Lucy with the chair” 
2nd auctioneer – “Nah, keep her for Mondays stock sale” 
Tim – “Actually, I think we’d better hold her for the store sale on  
Thursday, she’s a bit down on condition!”  
Lucy’s reply was ….. quite colourful. 
 

At another goat sale, this time in Bathurst,  David Williams, partner in  
Williams Machin was reading out the terms of sale prior to the  
commencement of selling. Terms of Sale are not generally the most  
interesting of speeches. 
 

Lot 1 had already been let into the sale ring.  An adult buck, he was 
ready and rearing to work.  Immediately below the auctioneer was a post-
er the organisers had glued up, featuring a good looking female goat 
(doe). 
 

While the auctioneer was boring us all with terms and conditions, the 
buck went to work, with some quite enthusiastic chatting up and then  
trying to mount the doe in the picture. 
 

The audience broke up.  Auctioneer Williams stopped reading, looked at 
the crowd rather bewildered, looked at the terms and conditions he was 
reading from with a rather quizzical look and says “did I say something 
funny?” He shook his head and kept reading, no doubt having thoughts 
about what sort of crowd he had gathered. Raucous laughter continued 
with every sentence read out as the buck keep putting the hard word on 
the doe in the poster. 
 

When someone finally pointed to the ring, the auctioneer who was a 
short little bloke, had to heave himself over the podium to be greeted with 
a smelly buck with his tongue hanging out . He gave  up on the rule book 
and got on with the sale. 
 
 

At an auction in Batlow, quite a few Minis were up for sale.  One had 
clouted something pretty solid, a tree or pole probably. The auctioneer 
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looked at it, scratched his head for a few moments and says “I’m told it 
was going when it stopped, and by the look of it, it was going rather 
well when it stopped in a bloody hurry.” 
 

One of the best auctioneers I’ve come across is Allan Mc Donald from 
the Professionals Goulburn.  At a sale in Golspie his offsider held up a 
bedside table which had no drawers.  A lady remarked in a loud voice 
“But its got no drawers.” Allan’s immediate comeback  “Well Ma’am, I 
understand that’s not a problem these days” 
 

At the same auction he sold Maureen an 1959 FG Austin truck “to stop 
the local truck operator putting it on the interstate run” However, it didn’t 
stop it going interstate, its here waiting to go to Perth. 
 

At an auction in Cudal an 80  year old batchelor , obviously known to 
the auctioneers, was sold a baby’s bassinette for $2.  The poor old coot 
was left standing there scratching his head wondering how he had  
finished up with it. … and probably what he was going to do with it 
 

 

However, one also gets enjoyment from some bidders.  Out west a  
second hand machinery dealer bids by screwing up his face and  
winking  his left eye.  He wears a hat that has a very wide brim so the 
head has to be cocked to one side for the auctioneer to notice the bid.  
Quite a sight. 
 

Several years ago, an interesting sale at Bimbi took place.  A lot of 
steam machines including a traction engine that had been driven into 
the shed years before and never touched afterwards. There were  
several phones in operation as city types bid for this machine.  They 
were bidding like mad but that didn’t faze a man in overalls up the front.  
He waited till the phones wore out, bid $60,000, euchared the lot with 
one bid and took it home. 
 

One of the funniest bidders was  at a sale where quite a few  
stationery motors were up for grabs.  He wore a deerstalker hat, had a 
generous handlebar moustache, wore tartan trousers and smoked a 
Joe Stalin style pipe. His method of bidding was to stand three feet 
away from the auctioneer, and blow on his pipe to raise a bid.  Vigorous 
bidding was most entertaining.  The assembled crowd couldn’t take 
their eyes off him! However, he did get  most of what he bid on.  
 

Whether you buy or not, a day  at an auction has to be one of the best 

ways of spending a day.   
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The Events Committee has decided that this year’s 
Xmas Party will be held on Sunday December 13th.  
The Burra Hall has been booked for the occasion.  
Many members have been out to the Burra Park and all will agree 
this is a very suitable site.  Plenty of shade, a hall with great  
facilities including commercial kitchen and refrigeration, and at 
around 24 km from Queanbeyan, is just a nice drive.  A large oval 
and children’s playground means plenty of room to play and move. 
 

A message has been received from Santa’s Head Quarters that he 
will be able to call by – he knows the Burra well and is looking  
forward to meeting all our member’s children and grandchildren. 
Details of catering arrangements, times etc will be published when 
available. 
So please mark your calendar and lets make this an outstanding 
day. 
 

I could make the statement that some people will do anything to 
avoid a meeting, but I really don’t think it applies in this case.  Ian 
Mc Leish was showering before attending  the first Events  
Committee meeting, slipped, went down in a heap and the damage 
meant that he couldn’t drive for a week.  Lets hope the shower in 
the new house has a non slip surface. 
 

Since that meeting, Events Committee member Jannie Brown has 
also had an accident which resulted in her being rendered unfit to 
do much at all.  She ruptured her chest cartilage in a fall which  
initially left her unable to even use a knife and fork. 
Pleased to report she is now well on the mend.  Simon doesn’t 
have to cut her zucchini into bite size pieces any more, but I hear 
he is still scrubbing the pots and pans 
 

George Cook is fast approaching move out time from “Tiabunna” at 
Ballalaba.  He tells me he has sold the farm to a vegetarian family.  
Several of George’s cows will remain on the farm as lawn mowers, 
the new owners don’t believe in selling livestock so it looks like 
these cows will be there until they get a telegram from the Queen. 

Out and About 
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In the meantime George is still doing the lions share of the website 
work.  This is certainly a part of the club’s activities that will be 
good to have updated regularly. 
 

Richard Myer’s stories of life in the Police Force made for a great 
meeting night last month.  I hear one member relayed the stories to 
a mutual friend, a retired ex copper from one of the Canberra car 
clubs who added his own Police story to the list. 
 

After hearing about the stiff in Redfern being loaded on a train to 
Katoomba, our Canberra ex-copper friend said on several  
occasions, something similar happened in the local district.   
 

Canberra apparently didn’t have anywhere suitable for the odd 
looney picked up, with the poor person invariably ending up in jail 
rather than in a suitable mental institution. At the time, NSW still 
had Kenmore in Goulburn operating, so the easy solution was to 
drive them from Canberra to the Queanbeyan Police Station, let 
them out in Farrer Place and assure them that if they went inside, 
they’d get a pretty good meal and a bed for the night.   
 

The Cops in the ACT squad car would make sure they made it 
safely inside the Queanbeyan cop shop and then make a rather 
quick exit back over the border. Mission complete and no paper 
work for the ACT copper. 
 

There were apparently some uncomplimentary remarks made 
about and to the ACT copper when the NSW guys finally figured 
out why they were getting so many looneys walk in off the street 
telling them the nice man in the blue shirt and car with the lights on 
top told them to come there looking for a bed and some tucker. 
Might explain why the exit back to Canberra was performed with 
haste. 
 

The Queanbeyan Swap Meet, held last weekend had to contend 
with absolutely woeful weather.  Absolutely freezing, wind, hail, 
sleet. It even snowed out at Burra.  Quite a few sites were vacant, 
most goods covered with tarps or plastic and an early end to  
trading occurred as the stallholders decided to retreat to warmer 
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places. Ian Scattergood had a stand right next to the Sheep Pavilion 
and he reckoned his tent and the sheep pens became very cosy 
whenever it started hailing. Amazing how many people could fit in a 
sheep pen when necessary. 
 

Our Club stand went ahead, John Corbett and Alan Boyd had the tent 
up, and this was the cosy centre of attraction during the hail and rain.   
Standing room only.  Amongst the occupants was “Bensley” the  
Burmese Mountain Dog.  Man, are they a large breed.  He had legs 
thicker than some of our calves 
 

Thanks to Simon and Jannie for  bringing the Karman Ghia in for the 
Swap Meet Display.  Simon has recently fitted a new motor and has 
spent much time on the brakes recently.  With getting the car  
registered, starting a new job and helping out an injured wife, life has 
been busy for Simon. 
 
 

The lousy weather on Saturday also saw the cancellation of our  
display at the Isabella Street School.  Pam Corbett ran the phone bill 
up contacting all these who were bringing a vehicle.  Many thanks. 
 

Paul & Belinda Hogarth showed good sense leaving town ahead of 
the crook weather, taking a holiday in Samoa.  Barring a tropical  
cyclone, they should have an enjoyable trip. We should know how 
good it was by the extent of the suntans.  Also hope they pick the  
correct side of the road to drive on. 
 
Other travellers in the club include Steve Cole who spent an  
enjoyable couple of weeks at Queenstown in New Zealand and Brian 
and Benita Thomas who are still overseas visiting the areas where 
Benita’s family originated from. 
 
 
Mandy McAlister’s XY has also been getting a bit of an overhaul. A 
few issues with the suspension have caused a bit of a delay before 
coming back from the mechanics. All the springs were replaced, but 
the XY was sitting way too high, so some different springs were  
obtained with the result that the car looked lowered in the front end 
and the rear of the car sitting up way too high. Mandy has faith she’ll 
soon be back on the road in good order. 
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1974 Toyota Hiace long wheel base with Stewart 'land cruiser' camper 
conversion.  Has been in the one family most of its life, but now unused 
for about 7 years.  Vehicle is drivable, but will need usual fettling of 
brakes/tyres etc to make road worthy.  $350, but very negotiable to a 
good home (ie not to be scrapped if possible).   

Contact Chris Forsey (02) 6297 1080ah or mobile 0413 996 481  
 

 

Holden 48/125 (FX) sedan.  Weathered but restorable 1950 vintage  
sound body original throughout. Ian Scattergood     02 62979477  

 

Austin K8 C1947 rare forward control light 
truck.  Smaller than some cars. easy restorer, 
runs.  Something different. Will be an eye 
catcher when restored 
Ron Scattergood 
02 62363219 or 0458 045 589 

 

Holden WB Ute. Was on full rego until 2007. Needs a new floor pan and 
a fuel tank that doesn’t leak. 6 cylinder 3 speed. Bucket seats. Comes 

with fibreglass canopy. Maureen Scattergood 02 62363219 
 

Morris Coupe 1925 faithfully restored throughout, current club rego with 
SCHVC.  Pictures available from Events Director.  A real head turner and 
very reliable.  Asking $5000. 
02  64956517 after 5 pm, ask for Ken. 

 
1937 Studebaker Dictator 4 door Sedan 
complete and was driven 2 years ago.  Motor 
currently out of car.  Body and panels in very 
good order. Rare car. 
 
Being sold on behalf of a former club 
member who for health reasons is unable to 
complete this project.  Further details and 
inspection please contact   

Ron Scattergood  02 62363219  

For Sale 
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Repairs to all makes and models, including LPG vehicles. 
NSW & LPG Rego Inspections 
 
 

33 KENDALL AVE  Ph.:6297 8557       
QUEANBEYAN 2620 Fax:6299 3800 

        Seiffert Automotive 

 
All types of mechanical work done to most 

makes and models of vehicles. 
Authorised Inspection Station NSW & 

ACT. 
 

Albert & Andrew Neuss 
8 Endurance Ave Queanbeyan 

02 6297 6225 

 Capital Diesel Service  
Diesel fuel injection specialist 

 
John and Pam Corbett 

pco04198@bigpond.net.au 
Ph. 6297 7285 

Mob.: 0412 295 177 
  8 Lily Place Queanbeyan 2620 

THANK YOU 

Thank you this month from the editor to Joe Vavra, Barbara Malam,  
Pam Corbett, Stephen Cole, Lawrie and Jane Nock, Rod Lawson, Ron 
Scattergood,  Mandy McAlister, for their contributions to another issue, and 
to our printing and collating team –John and Ronda Cornwell, Geoff Rudd, 

Krystyna McLeish, Jane Nock , Jannie Brown and Paul Hogarth . 
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