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Club Notices
Next Meeting
Tuesday 2nd March - Starting at 8pm

Girl Guide Hall Erin St Queanbeyan
Please bring a plate for supper to share. All welcome a little bit earlier for
a cuppa and a catchup
Committee Meeting—Tuesday 16th March 8pm

Next Events
6th March - Crookwell Country Festival
6th March - Braidwood Show
21st March - Wheels display

After Meeting Speaker March 2nd
Club Member Malcolm Stewart has for many years been a lobbyist on
behalf of the Australian Motor Industry. As part of his job, Malcolm has
visited almost all motor building plants in the USA, Europe and Australia
and along the way lunched with the CEO‘s of the big operators.
Malcolm‘s talk on the ―Global Car Industry, where it‘s been and where it‘s
going‖ should be both interesting and entertaining.

After Meeting Speaker April
For April, the after meeting speaker will be Richard Hobbs. Richard is not
a motoring enthusiast. He does not make any claims to expertise in
things automotive. However, his father was an aeronautical engineer
who had a significant role in the design of the Bristol motor cars. Richard
will talk to us about some of the history behind Bristol cars and his recollections from his father‘s works
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Minutes of Monthly Meeting
Held 2 February 2010 at Guide Hall,
Meeting Commenced: 8.00 p.m.
Members Present: 20, Apologies: 9
Visitors: 3
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Accepted as issued in The Wheel. Moved:
Chris McLeish, Seconded: Anne Scattergood. Carried.
Correspondence In:
Service 1 statement Nov 09
Correspondence Out: Nil
President’s Report: Lawrie Nock
welcomed members to the meeting. He
discussed the new newsletter out with
Hugh Spencer‘s Mercedes as the cover
vehicle with special article. Lawrie stated that it has been an interesting summer with a number of really good runs.
He reminded members to ensure that
they have cleared their single vehicle
run for conditionally registered vehicles
with the Club Registrar. This is for the
protection of the individual (to ensure
they are registered and insured) and for
the protection of the Club.
The Queanbeyan Government offices
display went well, some members saw it
and thought it was good. It doesn‘t cost
anything and is good publicity for the
Club. Lawrie is working up a more
complete bunch of photos and collages
to improve the display for the next time.
Lawrie also mentioned that Tony Smith
would like to organise a balloon festival
near Gundaroo. It would involve the

club members and their cars participating in the setup and launch of the
balloons, then a run to the area where
they land. It will be an early start but a
lot of fun!!
Lawrie introduced Phil Black who has
applied to be a member of the Club.
His membership was proposed by John
Corbett and seconded by Lawrie Nock.
Carried. Lawrie welcomed Phil to the
Club.
Lawrie also asked after Ian McLeish,
who is on the mend after a setback, but
still not allowed to stand on his mending
leg until the end of March.
Treasurer’s Report: Brian Thomas
reported that the bank account balance
is approximately $5015 in working
account, and $5,059 in the investment
account. Brian has arranged for
reinvestment of the term account at
5.35% for 12 months, and a reinvestment certificate has been received.
Brian requested approval to pay bills for
the Xmas party (approximately $600)
and magazine ($110). Proposed by Joe
Vavra, seconded: Jeff Gill. Carried.
Registrar’s Report. John reported that
there were 6 member renewals for the
month and a new car – VW Kombi
campervan owned by himself.
Property Officers’ Report: Barbara
Mallam reported that she has
purchased a fire blanket and fire
extinguisher for the trailer. The Xmas
event made $76 for the club and sales
in January were $40. The new BBQ
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works well , and its function on the trailer might be improved by rollers so it can
slide out away from the trailer, reducing fat accumulation in the trailer. The
members thought this a good idea. Allan Boyd indicated he would look at the
practicalities of this and report back to
the March meeting. Action: Allan
Boyd.
Editor’s Report: Ron Scattergood
discussed the need for more cover
articles and stories for the newsletter.
There was some discussion about
providing opportunities for more articles
about older club cars. Ron indicated
that any car can be featured on the cover, but the owner must provide a two to
three page description of the vehicle as
well as suitable photos. All members
were invited to consider providing an
article for the newsletter and a cover
story of their favourite vehicle.
It was suggested that an advertisement
for the cover stories be included in the
next newsletter. Action: Maureen
Scattergood.
Events Director’s Report: Ron
Scattergood discussed the twilight run
which was very well received. It was an
observation run with trivia sheet. Whilst
not a lot of members participated, some
interesting and enlightening answers
were provided to some of the questions.
Ron thanked the Deebles for being
such generous hosts for the event.
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Some other clubs have been invited to
attend.
The proposed Broken Hill run is going
ahead, with 7 definites and 3 probables.
Ron proposes to hold a meeting to run
over the programme and to confirm
numbers. There is a car club in White
Cliffs we can probably meet up with
while there. Timing will be the last
week of May and the first week of June.
The vintage caravan nationals will be
held in Mildura from 10-15 May.
Ron proposes a Bushranger run but the
dates will probably be pushed back to
the second half of the year as the
programme is so busy until then.
Webmaster: Lawrie continues to
manage and update the site with the
help of his son. He hopes to get the
coming events section updated soon.
He asked members to provide more
photos of their cars for the website, as
the club photo albums appear to have
been lost.
NSW Council. Allan Boyd is the delegate and indicated that at the last
meeting the new President Sue Walker
indicated she would like to attend some
clubs and to be a guest speaker. The
members considered this a good idea
and supported Allan‘s idea to approach
the President with confirmation of our
interest. Action: Allan Boyd.

General Business:
The Bungendore show was also a great
Allan Boyd discussed the recent
day with 10-11 cars participating.
Terribly British day event. The club had
Next outing will be the Snowy Hydro
good participation and there was a lot of
Southcare Open day to be held on the
interest in all the cars. Some club
21st of February. The day will be a
equipment belonging to another club
display day with around six helicopters blew over and damaged a car belonging
and firefighting equipment on display.
to another club. We need to look at
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how our gazebo is anchored; potential- and agreed by the Club. Barbara Mally we could use 20 litre drums with wa- lam very graciously offered to make a
ter. Just a reminder of a hazard.
suit. It was agreed that the suit and
wig would be placed on the agenda for
Steve Cole discussed an upcoming
the next committee meeting.
sale of museum contents at Geralka
Farm in SA to be held in March. There Special Occasions: Birthdays –
will be a lot of stationary equipment, old Maureen Vavra celebrated a birthday
trucks and tractors, as well as farm im- on 9th January, John Winnett 10th Janplements in lots to be sold on the day. uary, Albert Neuss on 25th January,
and Ron Scattergood 18th February.
There was further discussion of older
club car photos and the missing
The Scattergoods are looking forward
albums. The Committee will discuss
to their granddaughter‘s marriage next
this at the next meeting, and attempt
week, and the Nocks became grandfor locate the photos. Ron reminded
parents on the 6th January.
everyone that a cover story must be
John and Rhonda Cornwall celebrated
included with the photo for it to be
a 46th anniversary on the 25th January,
placed in the queue.
and the Nocks celebrated their 33rd.
Joe Vavra discussed the need to have
Raffle: Won by Albert Neuss – a reala club owned suit and wig for the jolly
ly nice tennis set.
red and white gentleman as in the past
the borrowed suits have been stolen.
Meeting Closed: 9:05p.m.
Joe proposed that the Club buy the wig
NEXT MEETING : 2nd March at the
and seek someone to make the suit.
clubhouse.
This was seconded by Lawrie Nock

Broken Hill
We have eleven probable starters for the tour to Broken Hill so far, more are
welcome. Six of them have said they will be travelling modern, four are
taking club cars whilst one is still to make up their mind.
The trip is tentatively set to leave Queanbeyan Friday 28th May but this date
is fluid and can be adjusted to suit rally starters. The proposed programme
will be presented to a meeting of participants which will be called probably a
week or so after the March meeting.
If you are interested and haven‘t registered that interest yet, please contact
the events director by phone (62363219) or see Ron at the February or
March meeting.
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Coming Events
Crookwell Country Festival and Braidwood Show
Saturday 6th March
The Crookwell Country Festival and the Braidwood Show clash this year,
both being on March 6th. At the March meeting, Ron would like an I
ndication of who is going where.
Ex Braidwood/Balalaba and now Coastal Member, George Cook will remain in charge of the Braidwood Show display. George is bringing the baby
Renault up the Clyde for the day (He can‘t use the big Renault as it is still
buried in a shed at the farm). The Braidwood Show is usually a very
pleasant day with a lot of craft and produce and other show attractions to
look at during the day.
Crookwell organizer Lyn Kelleher has advised Ron that the Crookwell
display has been moved from the main street of Crookwell to the park at
the Goulburn end of the Street and that cars will be advised to leave the
display at 2pm as the football match starts at 2.30. There will be a lot of
stalls of varying content as well as a great variety of entertainment during
the day. The cars will proceed via Sutton and Gundaroo for a pit stop at
Gunning, then turn left off the old highway, through Graben Gullen to
Crookwell.
Both events meet at the Club House. Crookwell to leave the Clubhouse at
7.30am to arrive in Crookwell at 9am. Some cars will be located outside the
grounds and will not have to move. First in best dressed for these spots.
Braidwood, leave the Clubhouse at 8.30am to arrive at Showground at
about 10am

Wheels Sunday March 21st
Wheels is one of the major display days for Club Vehicles during the year
and is being held on Sunday 21st March at The Lawns of Old Parliament
House.
Please advise at the March meeting as to how many vehicles you will be
displaying so that space can be reserved for you.
The BBQ will be present, but for display purposes only. Food is available
from the charity stalls or BYO food and drinks.
Meet at the Club House at 8.45 am for 9am departure
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Sutton Road Driver Training Centre event
Sunday 18 April
Lawrie Nock
A couple of years ago Jane thought that an event where the club‘s
owners of trucks and the like could participate with their vehicles
would be a nice idea. She approached the management of the
Sutton Road driver training centre, who were quite receptive to the
idea. Since then we have had numerous false starts. The fact that
the centre is used extensively on weekends for driver training made
scheduling a major problem.
The centre has recently advised us that there is to be an event over
the weekend of 17 and 18 April. It is likely to be called ―Transport
show and go.‖ The Sunday is to be the public participation day with
Saturday primarily allocated to setting up and a few industry events.
STHARC members have been invited to participate with their old
trucks and cars, motor bikes engines etc.
Lions Club of Canberra is organizing the catering and gate arrangements for the event. Entry is to be by gold coin or donation. Displays
will be able to be put in place on the Saturday with overnight security
in place. The gates will open to the public on Sunday morning at
10.00 am and close about 4.00 pm.
It is hoped that the circuit will be available for a parade by club and
other participating vehicles. If there is sufficient public interest and
vehicle owner agreement, consideration will be given to charity fundraising by selling seats for a gentle lap of the circuit in vehicles
chosen by the prospective passengers. I intend to make our vehicles
available for this activity. Chauffer driven outings on the skid pan are
also on the agenda.
It is not often that we get the opportunity to put some of the older and
less driveable club vehicles on display. Many people seem to forget
when they consider historic motoring that there were many aspects
to motoring besides the private motor car. In discussions about
restoration, there is a public tendency to think only of motor cars.
This is an opportunity to help spread a different more balanced view.
All club members who have vehicles which are not easily displayed
are invited to look at this as an opportunity to participate in publicising your special interests. All other club vehicles will also be welcomed.

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
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Illusive Brakes
Chris Forsey
In recent months I have spent several hours under cars fixing brakes.
Two vehicles, a Land-Rover 2A and a Rover SD1, had been off the
road for several years. The brakes were not functioning on either
vehicle and so I set to work, firstly on the Land-Rover.
The Landy has a fairly straight forward arrangement of drum brakes
on each wheel, each operated by a single wheel cylinder. A nonboosted master cylinder operates the brake system, fed by a fluid
reservoir that is shared with the hydraulic clutch.
Disassembly of the system is enhanced by clever design, particularly
in relation to the master cylinder. The master cylinder and brake pedal are mounted in a pedal box which can be unbolted as one unit,
thereby allowing repair on the workbench. All replacement parts are
easily available including the flexible hoses. I also had to replace
one of the fixed metal brake lines which had fractured.
Reassembly was easy, but bleeding was not as I had difficulty
achieving satisfactory brake pedal pressure. After much discussion
with various people, it was suggested that I bleed the master cylinder
prior to bleeding each wheel cylinder. As there is no bleed nipple on
the master cylinder, bleeding was achieved by disconnecting the
fixed metal brake line at a junction on the chassis. I am pleased to
report that this worked and I now have good pedal pressure.
Next I tackled the 1979 Rover SD1. It has a boosted master
cylinder, which feeds into a pressure limiting valve prior to serving
front caliper and rear drums. This system has only three bleed
nipples – one for each of the front calipers, and one on the right-hand
rear drum which bleeds the left and right-hand rear brakes in one
sweep.
Having rebuilt the brakes I had difficulty bleeding the system. The
culprit turned out to be a build up of silt in the brake line feeding into
the right-hand rear wheel cylinder. I had not noticed this when I
dismantled the system and I had several frustrating hours hunting for
the blockage. I am happy to report that the brakes now work
satisfactorily.
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STHARC Items Available
The following items are available for sale at
our monthly meetings.
Please let our property officers Ray and
Barbara Mallam at a meeting or on phone
6230 3663 if you would like to buy or try on
any items.
There are items for both Summer and Winter,
so have a look at what is available.
All clothing is embroidered with the STHARC
logo.
Polo T-shirts

$35

Good sun protection Broad brimmed Hat

$18

Peaked Cap

$18

For your car a Must should be a Metal Badge

$27

Plastic Car Badge

$8

STHARC keyring

$11

Club name bars to suit the new CRS number
plates - pair for cars
Club name bars to suit the new CRS number
plates – single for bikes
Polar fleece pullover – adult

$18

Polar fleece vest – adult

$32

Polar fleece pullover – children

$32

Two-in-one jacket (new to our range)

$75

$9
$42
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A Note from the President
Lawrie Nock
It‘s your club - enjoy it!
Some of our club members didn‘t have all the good health they wanted
during 2009. I hope it is better for them and at least as good as 2009 for
the rest throughout 2010. The year got off to a good start for me – green
grass, not much of it, but green nevertheless and full water tanks. The
100mm plus in February even put water into dams which have been effectively dry since late 2002. I hope that other club members enjoyed their
festive season break too.
Now that everyone is in the same year, welcome to the year of the Tiger.
For those born during most of 1950 or the very early part of 1951 and any
multiple of twelve years either side of that, you probably were born under
the sign of the tiger in the Chinese system. The current tiger year commenced on 14 February 2010.
March is an active month. And why not take full advantage of the good
weather before winter arrives. We have two outings available on 6 March.
The Crookwell Country Festival and the Braidwood Show occur on the
same day. Crookwell was a good day out last year. Entries have closed
and I hope that all members who are participating will have a great day out.
If you are planning to go, please see Ron‘s comments on the Crookwell
event. Too late to put in a registration for Crookwell but still want to go for a
run? We have supported the Braidwood Show over the years and it is a
nice run for the cars down to that one. Our members who live closer to
Braidwood seem to enjoy being able to participate in something which
doesn‘t involve a long drive before they even start on the event.
Our next major local event is Wheels on 21 March. We have always put on
a pretty good show for Wheels and I hope this year will be no exception.
For those who suffer from insomnia or who like to rise early, club member
Tony Smith from Gundaroo has mentioned that one of the hot air ballooning
groups is considering a get together in the Gundaroo area in late March or
early April. A ―you show me yours and I‘ll show you mine‖ type get together
has been proposed as part of an early morning take of and a brunch. I‘m
interested. If anyone else wants to participate please let me know.
The first weekend in April will be the Bush Council Easter Rally to be held
this year at Wagga. Entries for the event have already closed. I hope our
participants enjoy themselves. Please keep in mind that we are hosting the
half yearly meeting of the Bush Council in October 2011. There will probably need to be some planning for this event before the new committee takes
over later this year. Anyone interested in being involved should think about

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
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putting up their hand early so we have plenty of input to put on a good
show.
My Tiger has been trying for several years now to arrange with the Sutton
Road Driver Training centre, to participate in an event where our club‘s
owners of historic commercial vehicles could be involved. It has finally
happened. As is to be expected, the available date clashed. Jannie
Brown has graciously agreed to reschedule the proposed club run to
Nimmitabel that she was working on for that date. A separate note on the
event to take place on 18 April is in this edition of The Wheel.
STHARC has booked space from 10 to 14 May at the Government Offices
in Queanbeyan to set up a display. This facility is available free of charge
to community and like groups to publicise their activities. The timing of the
display is scheduled to coincide with National Heritage Motoring Day on 16
May.
The club‘s annual dinner dance and presentation on 15 May is to be held
again this year at Jerrabomberra Community Centre. Last year it was voted a great success with good facilities, food and entertainment for members and their families. One big problem for organizers remains the difficulty in getting attendance numbers before the day. A considerable
amount of planning goes into catering and setting up. The club must
commit to significant expenditures in anticipation of good support. A few
weeks prior to the dinner, we regularly have as many as 30 or 40 people
who have committed to attending the event. By the time the big day
arrives we always seem to have managed to enthuse 80 to100
participants.
The level of uncertainty places a great strain on those doing the work.
Would members please start giving serious consideration to attending this
function now so they can let the Committee know by April‘s meeting of their
plans? It is a fun event. Getting members to participate should reflect this
rather than looking like a proposed visit to the dentist.
National Motoring Heritage day for 2010 is scheduled for Sunday 16 May,
the day after our dinner. I am not aware of any plans at this stage for a
club event to coincide with this day but we still have time to do something.
Ron Scattergood has commenced his planning for the Broken Hill run in
late May or June. There seem to be sufficient members interested in the
idea to make it a fun event. If you haven‘t thought seriously about coming
along and think you might like to do so please let Ron know as soon as
possible so he can plan for the correct numbers. Several people will be
taking modern cars and/or their caravans so even if the historic one is
suspect participation in a modern car will not create any inconsistency.
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STHARC EVENTS

CONTACT

BBQ
Trail
er

All STHARC runs start from the Qbn Girl Guides Hall Erin St
Qbn unless otherwise indicated.
2010
Mar 6

Crookwell Country Festival

George Cook

No

Mar 6

Braidwood Show

Ron Scattergood

No

Mar 21

Wheels

Yes

April
17-18

Sutton Driver Training
School
Sponsored by Canberra City
Rotary Club

Ian McLeish
6230 3344
Lawrie Nock

May
15

Annual Presentation Dinner
Jerrabomberra Community
Hall
Nimmitabel Run

Ron Scattergood
62363219
Jannie Brown
62381594

No

May
22
Date

OTHER EVENTS
2010

2009 –

March
6

Braidwood Show

March
6

Lockhart Commercial Vehicle
and motoring
display
Capital All Ford Day
East Lawns of Old Parliament
House

March
14

CONTACT

No
INVIT
E

Y
E
S
N
o

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
March
20-21

May 2

Canberra and District Historic
Engine Club Display—
Tuggeranong Homestead
Yass Show and Southwest get
Together
Yass Showgrounds
Drive Back in time Beechworth
Vic
Collector Pumpkin Festival

April 18

Hunters and Collectors

April 18

Auto Italia Display
Patrick White Lawns

2010
2-5
April

BUSH COUNCIL EASTER
RALLY, Wagga Wagga Classic Motoring Club of Wagga. Closing date 1 Feb 2010.

Sept 19

German Auto Day

Nov
6 /7

Shoalhave Club 40th Birthday
Rally

Nov 21

Marques in the Park

March
28
May 1/2
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Cheryl Wheeler
02 6922 3360

Carl Geewohn
0427213960

Y
es
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RESTORING AN ARIEL RED HUNTER 1980 – 1986
by Allan Boyd
My passion for Ariels goes back to
when I was a young ‗un. In the late
forties my dad owned a 1938 Ariel
Red Hunter and Dusting side car
(an outfit) that was the family‘s only
private transport in Brisbane; I rode
pillion behind my dad and my mum
sat in the Dusting. And so my story
starts….
In 1980 I purchased a ―basket case‖ Ariel from a local Goulburn
motorcycle dealer. I didn‘t know much about Ariels at the time so it was
sold to me as a 1951 Ariel 500cc twin. After roughly assembling the
machine and sourcing some information on the marquee, I quickly
learned it had many wrong parts and was actually a 1949 KH 500 twin
‗Red Hunter‘; the sports version.
Over the next few months I disassembled the motor to find out it needed
a few things fixed such as re-metalling and grinding the crankshaft, new
main bearing, big end bearings, new pistons and a re-bore – in other
words, it required a complete re-build! Also, the head required all new
valves and a re-build. Many parts had to be sourced from the UK along
with re-build specifications from the Ariel Owners Club in the UK.
―What is the balance factor of the crank/conrods/pistons?‖ asked Derek
from the Sydney engineering company that was doing the machining. I
had to hit him with a Pauline Hanson, ―please explain‖. This information
took about three months to
source after writing to several
experts in the UK; the answer
was 66%! The engine re-build
cost me more than what I paid
for the bike!
I was able to re-build the
Burman gearbox, clutch and
drive chains myself as I had
now sourced a workshop
manual from the UK and

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
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managed to obtain new bearings and chains etc within Australia.
Next challenge was the frame, tinware and wheels. I purchased the
correct fuel tank, forks and mudguards that were incorrect for the model within Australia; I organized to have everything sandblasted to bare
metal, repaired and undercoated. The wheels were sent to Sydney for
chroming and re-spoking, again at a cost greater than I paid for the
bike! The fuel tank was repaired locally and then sent to Albury for rechroming.
I sourced a specialized manufacturer in Adelaide to make new stainless steel engine pipes and mufflers plus several other smaller items
from samples I supplied to them. At this stage everything was assembled to ensure they all fitted together and that the motor started. The
machine was given some short test runs.
By now it was 1986. My family and I moved from Goulburn to Queanbeyan as I had secured a job with the Federal Government in Canberra, and my daughter Belinda was to start High School. After the normal ‗settling in‘ period was over, I could concentrate on the Ariel once
again. The bike was completely stripped and the final paint job, electrical, instruments, tyres and tubes were fitted and the Ariel was ready
for the road.
In the following years I restored two more Ariels; another twin (that is a
1951!) and a VB 600 single.
In the early nineties a group of Ariel enthusiasts within the ACT
VV&CMCC formed a
national Ariel Register to
become the Australian
Ariel Register (AAR), and
held its first Ariel Rally in
Canberra in 1994. Since
then my Ariel has been
taken to Ariel Rallies all
over Australia each year,
as well as many other non
Ariel rallies and Club
events including some
STHARC events. I will
continue to ride my Ariels
until I can no longer ride!

-
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Terribly British Day 5/6 December 2009
a Rover perspective
Chris Forsey
Members of the Rover Owners
Club and the Armstrong
Siddeley Car Club have been
making a habit of joining forces in Canberra each year for a
weekend of activity to coincide
with the Terribly British Day.
For 2009 the weekend commenced with a visit to the railway yards at Kingston where
the Armstrong Siddeley folk
have had storage sheds for upwards of 15 years. Several Armstrong
Siddeley‘s are currently stored in the sheds and some are undergoing
restoration. The club also has an extensive store of spare parts but all
may need to be relocated if the rumored redevelopment of the Kingston railway site goes ahead. Following the shed tour, we adjourned
for afternoon tea and viewed a private collection of Rover, Jaguar,
Armstrong Siddeley and Land-Rover vehicles.
On Saturday evening around 40 people representing both clubs
gathered for a Christmas dinner at the Canberra Yacht Club. This
proved to be a great venue made even more perfect by the willingness of the Yacht Club to allow our classic cars to be displayed on the
lawns within sight of the dining room.
Sunday morning dawned sunny and heralded a perfect day for
displaying our cars on the Patrick White Lawns behind the National
Library of Australia. This was the first time that the Terribly British
Day had been held on this site and our clubs lined up together and put
on an impressive display. We had 12 Rover vehicles on show and
several new-member packs were handed out.
The ACT chapter of the ROC has been steadily growing following the
amalgamation of the former Rover Car Club of the ACT with the NSW
based Rover Owners Club in 2007. The Rover Owners Club now covers NSW and the ACT.

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.

“SMOKIN’ JOE”
Well we set our sights on Canberra
That is Canberra A.C.T.
There was Don, Val and Judy,
Maureen, Joe, his boys and me.
We were travelling in our Austins –
For we only drive the best
And we knew they wouldn‘t falter,
When we put them to the test.
Now Joe was having trouble
With his Countryman of late.
A tried and trusted vintage
Of an early fifties date.
For the donk was lacking power,
She would overheat, then stall
And he sought to find the answer
With a top end overhaul.
So he cured all the problems
That I previously had wrote,
But on our journey she had decided
To emit large clouds of smoke.
She was trying to tell us something
And by now I felt quite sure,
That what she now required
Was new pistons, rings and bore.
But we pressed on through to
Goulburn,
Through the smoke screen Joe had
laid.
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Pursued through every township
By the volunteer fire brigade.
And then he turns to Maureen
With a smile from ear to ear;
See! I told you not to worry,
It‘s all down hill from here.
Well he blotted out the sunshine
And the Parliament did cease.
Then escaped behind the smoke
screen,
From Australia‘s Federal Police.
And the cries from Politicians
With their protests, such a din.
Then asphyxiated a copper,
Who tried to run him in.
Now old ―Smokin‘ Joe‖ was noted
For his dubious renown,
So we opted for a back road
And scarpered out of town.
We‘ll do the same trip next year,
Said Joe, no sign of fear.
And I kind of got the feeling,
It would take that long to clear.
I looked at Don, who smiled that grin
That all our members know.
He scratched and said, I s‘pose so
mate,
I‘m game to have a go.
But as for me, I‘ll state it now
For all the world to know;
You haven‘t lived until you drive
Behind old ―Smokin‘ Joe‖.
Tony Andrews
A40 Car Club
April 1986
Thanks to Mr (Smokin‘Joe) Vavra for
this contribution
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Elvis on a Rolls
Lawrie Nock
Each year in January, the town of Parkes
hosts an Elvis Festival. The town has a
population of about 8 or 9 thousand. I
am told swelled by about 12,000 for this
year‘s festival. With the tents, caravans
and mobile homes packed into the
camping areas it resembles Bateman‘s
Bay over the Christmas holidays.
Parkes was my home town for the first 16
years of my life, so it has a bit of significance to me. We used to call the area
―the golden west‖ because of gold mining
history combined with harvest period‘s colours and the wealth generated by
wheat and wool grown in the region. ―The Dish‖ was built during my primary
schooling and was a big event then. Since the success of the movie ―The
Dish‖, Parkes has chosen to become the home of ―the Dish‖.
I still have some relatives living there and some of my old friends from early
school years also remain in the district. I have thought about attending the
festival on several occasions but always found a reason to avoid the summer
conditions I remember reasonably well. Located in the central NSW wheat
belt, Parkes ―enjoys‖ hot summers minus the cool nights. I mentioned this
event to other STHARC members in case they would have liked to
participate, but they were all too smart. Heart took over head and we decided to go by ourselves.
Somewhere I read, prior to the event that the weather would be a bit milder
than usual with possible rain during the festival. We set our fears and wise
reluctance aside and confirmed that the Elvis festival of 2010 was the one to
attend. The weather forecasts were wrong. The weather behaved absolutely
to normality.
The local car club was organizing the vehicles for the street parade. I
thought that the Corniche might be an interesting participant and provide an
attractive chariot for one of the Elvi. I arranged that our car would be driven
in the parade by one of the locals who also arranged for an Elvis and his
―feathers‖ to ride in the car.
We arrived in town on Thursday afternoon as many of the participants were
setting up for the big weekend. It was hot enough and the possible showers
did not eventuate. It provided a good opportunity to look around minus the
major crowding to follow.
Friday is the big arrival day. There is an almost endless procession of

car-
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avans and mobile homes throughout the day. The Countrylink Elvis special
leaves Sydney on Friday morning for Parkes. It arrived at Parkes railway
station about 4 pm on Friday afternoon timed to give visitors and spectators
a taste for country hospitality and temperatures. This year the train delivered about 400 passengers.
This is where the whole thing started to get exciting for me. At the station
the organizers had various Elvi, Priscillas and Vegas dancers ready to hand
out leis to the passengers as they disembarked. The passengers of course
included numerous Elvi, Priscillas and Vegas girls (hereinafter referred to
most affectionately as ―feathers.‖) bedecked in feathers and in many cases
not much else. Jane pointed out to me that if I had been dressed in the
appropriate attire I might have been able to ―lei‖ some of the feathers as they
emerged.
No matter what Jane meant by the suggestion it was easily misinterpreted.
The imagination ran wild bordering on feral. Unfortunately I was not in a
position to change my status on the day but consideration is being given to a
return visit with better pre planning. Jane has very generously bought for me
my very own lei, so I will not have to rely on commercial availability in the
event of future opportunities.
We enjoyed dinner at one of the local convention centres with entertainment
by one of the visiting Elvi. He put on a good show for us. The poor chap
thought he recognised my cousin as his long lost lead guitarist and invited
him to share the stage with him. Bob obliged and put on a really good show.
So good in fact that Elvis decided after only one tune that he would continue
unassisted. We could also have chosen to attend the free concert in the
park which was still running when we arrived there well after 10 pm.
Saturday was car day. I washed the
Corniche early and had it strategically
parked in the shade before there was any
competition for the shady spots in the
marshalling area for the parade. I have
never seen so many Cadillacs in one place
at the same time. Also there were plenty of
other large American cars in convertible,
coupe and sedan configurations. It is
almost humbling to have a Cadillac park
alongside the Corniche. I get used to
thinking of our cars as big – they are toys
compared to Cadillacs of the comparable
era. There is nearly enough space to park
a Corniche on the boot lid of a 1960 Caddy
and some of the other American marques.
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Because the driver of our car was also the co-ordinator for the parade, I
had the delightful task of assembling and loading the passengers for our
car before delivering it to Allan for the drive to the other end of the street.
I got one Elvis who was a pleasant enough sort of bloke and four very
attractive ―feathers‖ of various colours. I could have used a few leis. We
managed to get everyone into the rear of the vehicle. Elvis was outnumbered and outclassed by my ―feathers.‖ I drove the car into the parade
line up and reluctantly handed it and its cargo over to Allan. I then lost
them to the awaiting crowd.
Allan had placed himself as the last vehicle in the parade to maximize his
input to marshalling. This meant that he immediately preceded one of the
TV news vehicles in the line up which probably accounted for the good
coverage the car received in the Saturday night Prime news, which I didn‘t
see. By lunch time, the temperature was already around 40 degrees and
along with the car, I was beginning to melt. We reckoned that two and a
bit hours was enough time for anyone interested in the cars to have their
look, so we packed up, returned to pick up out belongings and headed for
home.
We had a very enjoyable stay. Had we not already committed to attending
Summernats, I think we would have also enjoyed attending the Sunday
Gospel service and other events and the Monday farewell to the train
event.
The local car club is about the same size as STHARC. The members
have some seriously nice vehicles. If we manage a visit to the area at any
time it should be interesting to try to arrange a meeting with the Parkes
club.
Postscript: A couple of weeks after the event my cousin called with some
news. A red convertible number 26 in the parade had received an award.
Unfortunately we were car number 40. He then announced that number
40 had been voted the best presented car in the parade. I hope to have
received the trophy by the time of the March meeting and will display our
prize for members at that time.

Useful Hint
If your vehicle is going to be sitting in the shed for a while, a bowl of
Napthalene Flakes under the bonnet will keep mice away from the wiring.
Just remember to remove the bowl when you take the car for a drive
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ACT Heritage Week Hunters and
Collectors
vehicle display
ACT Heritage has invited the Council of ACT Motor Clubs to organise a vehicle display on Sunday
April 18.
The family day will be held at Elm Grove in
Bonner on the northern extremities of the ACT.
A full days program is being staged including an ,art show, National Trust
walk to the original ACT/NSW border marker, sheep shearing demonstrations, garden tours, geology
scavenger hunt, and Devonshire
teas,
A large area on the property has been reserved for a display of club
vehicles; the space is open and treeless ideal for clubs to put up their
gazebos and tents.
A map will be provided to access the property which is located off Mabo
Boulevard and except for about two kilometres, is all sealed roads. The
two kilometre stretch is good gravel.
The open day will be open to the public from 10.30am to 3pm; preferably
vehicles should be on site not later than 10am.
Council is looking for a number of marshals to help with directions and
parking.
Firm commitment from club members is required not later than April 10.
Please complete the attached entry form and return it to Graham Getting
14 Dugdale Street Cook ACT 2614 or email to: gittins@iinet.net.au.
This is a Council of ACT Motor Clubs sanctioned event
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Out and About
Ian McLeish continues to make good progress and now
uses crutches instead of the wheelchair. Ian has in fact
tried (successfully) a few short drives and to the dismay of
family members has even been seen driving a tractor.
Ian intends being the first Member at Wheels, to peg out our claim and fend
off interlopers.
Speaking of Wheels, we have been allocated the same area as last year. A
good spot, those shady trees are great. Please consider which vehicles lurking in your shed that you would like to display and advise Ron and/or Ian so
that sufficient space is reserved for our club on the day
Gundaroo Member Tony Smith is helping organize a Balloon Festival at
Gundaroo around the end of March/early April. Our club will be invited to be
part of the action but have your alarms set early. Lift off time will be around
5.30am. More on this event as the details come through.
On behalf of Jannie Brown, thanks to all who supported the display at the
Bungendore Show. We had a good spot and received several announcements over the loud speaker system. A good outing. During the day, Malcolm and Raylene Stewart brought their ―babies‖ over to show to our Members. The Stewarts are breeders and exhibitors of miniature horses. About
the size of a large dog, these lovely animals won over everyone. Malcolm‘s
comment on arrival was ―Here‘s some real horsepower‖, which brought the
prompt rejoinder from Simon Brown ―They‘re only pint size, maybe a total of
one horsepower
between them‖
One visitor to our display looked closely at Anne Scattergood‘s Humber. He
said ―Back in my University days, we used to stuff 14 students into the back
of one of these‖. The Humber is a largish
vehicle, but 14 bodies would
have been cosy to say the least. I‘d hate to be the first one in!!
New vehicle of interest to join the club ranks is a 1960‘s Viscount Valiant
Caravan adding to Chris Forsey‘s collection of interesting vehicle‘s. Some
people run cows on farms, Chris‘s farm is of more….mechanical species.
Malcolm Stewart is quite chuffed with himself. After much time spent screwing, hammering, bolting etc, THE shed is now finally finished and has walls,
roof etc that all hang together. And now the fun part starts. Benches, shelves,
memorabilia, tool hangers etc are now finally moving in.
Wonder how long before Malcolm decides that he really should have built a
bigger shed??
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Ron and Anne Scattergood have a milestone occur with their grand daughter
Melissa being married to Terry McGlashen on the 21st February. The Wedding
cars included the 1927 Hudson, which after a new set of tyres and some
electrical work done finally made it back onto the road again in time for the big
event. ―Polly‖ the 1927 International also scrubbed up looking OK, sedately
chauffeuring another granddaughter and flower girl Rachel to Ray and Babara
Mallam‘s gorgeous garden for a photo shoot. Rachel was a little concerned
that ―Polly‖ was just a little bit slower than the Hudson as the bride and groom
disappeared into the distance.
Getting the tyres changed on the Hudson‘s wheels proved to be an experience
not previously encountered at the tyre shop. Split rims, lack of knowledge and
probably lack of suitable tools saw some not so complementary views on
Hudson tyres and some mumblings about how bulldozer tyres are soooo much
easier to change. Ron and son Ian took pity on the tyre shop and ended up
changing the rubber on the last two wheels in less than half the time of the
experts. You‘d think the tyre shop should be skilled in 1926 technology!!!

―Front Covers and other Articles
Have you ever wondered how the lovely car that graces the front cover of our
magazine is selected? Ever wondered how your own vehicle could be that
―selected‖ vehicle and appear in colour on the front page, with an article all
about your pride and joy within the magazine?
It is quite simple. Sit down in front of a mirror and ask the person in that mirror
who is the most likely person you know to have 3 or 4 good photos of your
vehicle. Then ask the person in the mirror who is the most likely person to
know the history of your vehicle and who probably even knows a few interesting notes about the make or model as well.
Perhaps you should note that there is only one person‘s reflection in that
mirror. Yours.
All the photos and articles on vehicles that have appeared in ―the Wheel‖ have
been kindly contributed by the owners of their vehicles. The editor is always
most grateful to receive articles on any subject of interest to the other
members and tries to publish the ―my car‖ articles in the order of receipt.
Which brings us to the subject of the order of receipt‖. The cupboard is bare.
There are no spare cover articles awaiting their turn to appear on next month‘s
cover. Could you please look in your mirror, realise that YOU are the only one
who knows all the interesting facts and history about your vehicle and put
some words together about our vehicle and send it to the editor ASAP together
with a few photographs.
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FOR SALE
1988 BMW 735 iL Auto Genuine Mink Brown 142845km
$7,900 ono Roy Rehak 02 62303214 044781 5143
Wanted - both front mudguards for
1946-48 Triumph 1800 Roadster (similar
to picture). These mudguards are huge,
running most of the length of the vehicle.
Prefer in good restorable condition
Maureen Scattergood 62363115
1996 White Commodore VS Ute
3 seater, 4 sp auto, carry racks, towbar, 187k 6 months ACT
Steve Cole is hoping someone can
recognise this badge, it was removed from
an early beetle and is not a VW
badge. Whoever put it on there went to a
lot of work and Steve is wondering if it is
some form of event badge, or commemorative in some form? I
have tried a number of forums but no luck so far. Contact Steve
Cole 6255 8601

rego. Very tidy ute in good condition. $6,000 ono

Paul Anderson 6266 7305 or 0414 82503
1980 Toyota Corolla
automatic, good original condition, maroon in colour. NSW
rego until June 2010, country car. Almost HCRS eligible. $600
Alan Stanley 02 48471102
Wanted—the Club photo albums with the photos of the early
days of the club has been misplaced. If you could help out
with their location, could you please advise any committee
member. Thanks
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Repairs to all makes and models, including LPG vehicles.
NSW & LPG Rego Inspections

33 KENDALL AVE
QUEANBEYAN 2620

Ph.:6297 8557
Fax:6299 3800

Capital Diesel Service
Diesel fuel injection specialist
John and Pam Corbett
pco04198@bigpond.net.au
Ph. 6297 7285
Mob.: 0412 295 177
8 Lily Place Queanbeyan 2620
Seiffert Automotive
All types of mechanical work done to most
makes and models of vehicles.
Authorised Inspection Station NSW &
ACT.

Albert & Andrew Neuss
8 Endurance Ave Queanbeyan
02 6297 6225

THANK YOU
Thank you this month from the editor to Chris Forsey, Joe Vavra, Barbara
Malam, Stephen Cole, Lawrie and Jane Nock, Rod Lawson, Ron Scattergood, Allan Boyd, Chris Hillbrick Boyd for their contributions to another
issue, and to our printing and collating team –John and Ronda Cornwell,
Geoff Rudd, Krystyna McLeish, Jane Nock, Jannie Brown and Paul Hogarth .

by

KENWORTH

1 Lorn Road
Queanbeyan NSW 2620
Telephone: 02 6297 3862
Facsimile: 02 6299 2680

office manager

James Gildea

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc
P O Box 1420 Queanbeyan NSW 2620

Call Michael on
6297 5508

70 Bayldon Road
Queanbeyan

Sandblasting
Powder Coating

If it‘s Metal we can
Coat it
Old Car parts a speciality
Page 28
The Wheel

