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ClubMeetings are held at 8pm on the first 
Tuesday of each month (except January) at the 

Girl Guide Hall, Erin Street, Queanbeyan.  
 

Contributions should be submitted by the 15th of 
the month for the following month's issue.  Articles 
covering events, members’ experiences, 
automotive/amechanical items or photographs 

welcomed.  The editor reserves the right to accept, 
reject or modify any section of any article that has 
been submitted for publication.The opinions and 
views expressed in the articles published in The 
Wheel are wholly those of the respective authors, 
and not necessarily those of the Editor, or the 
Committee of the Southern Tablelands Heritage 

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive 
Restorers Club 

PO Box 1420, Queanbeyan  NSW  2620 
 

Club Website:  www.stharc.org.au 

Club Email:  stharc@australiamail.com 

Editor’s Email:  STHARCeditor@activ8.net.au 

 

President      Allan Boyd  6297 6014 
 
Vice President     Malcolm Roxburgh 6236 9408 
 
Secretary     Lawrie Nock  6230 3320 
 
Membership Secretary     Pam Corbett  62977285 
 
Public Officer     Ian McLeish  62303344 
 
Treasurer     Brian Thomas  6253 8261 
 
Events Director     vacant   
 
Events Committee    Ian McLeish  6230 3344 
      Tim Cooper  0414 731 004 
      Jannie Brown  0417 380 703 
      Geoff Rudd  0413 446 430 
      Jane Nock  0479 169 874 
 
Registrar     John Corbett  6297 7285 
  
Vehicle Inspector    Albert Neuss  6297 6225 
 
      Alfred Sturm  6238 1403 
 
Editor      Malcolm Stewart 6299-5272 
 
Publishing Committee    John & Ronda Cornwell  0438 973 174 
                                            Krystyna McLeish, Geoff Rudd, Jane Nock 

 
Property Officers    Ray & Barbara Malam 6238 3581 
 
Webmaster     Steve Cole  6255 8601 
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MARCH Meeting Tuesday 5 Starting at 8.00pm at the Girl 

Guide Hall, Erin Street, Queanbeyan 
 
Guest Speaker  The guest speaker for our March meeting will be the 
Fire Station Manager from Queanbeyan who will address auto fires. 

 

Please bring a plate for supper to share. Remember that this means all 
members so if you have not brought anything along for a while it is your 
turn. All welcome a little bit earlier for a cuppa and a catch-up.  

 

Committee Meeting—Tuesday  21 March 

 

COMING EVENTS FOR MARCH 2013 

MID WEEK RUN  Wednesday 13th March Meet at the club house at      

1.00 pm  for a 1,15 pm departure 

Club Notices 

Ariel Register National Rally  STHARC fund raising morning tea 
10.00 to 11.00 am 10 March 2013. Jane Nock has agreed to co-ordinate 
this activity.  She is looking for members who are willing to prepare morning 
tea and treats and to serve the morning tea. Would anyone who is able to 
assist please call Jane so she can ensure that we are well prepared for this 
event. 

Saturday 2 March 2013 - Crookwell Potato Festival 
 
Organizers want participating cars to be parked by 9.30 am.   John Corbett is 
co-ordinating the STHARC attendance.  The event has been notified by email 
previously to all members for whom the Secretary has email addresses.  If 
you did not receive notification please let the Secretary know so our contact 
details for you can be contacted.  If you wish to attend and have not already 
contacted John in the last 10 days about this event, please call him to obtain 
up to date information on what we are required to do. 
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Saturday 2 March 2013 - Braidwood Show 
 
STHARC was invited to attend this show and has done so in previous years.  
There have been no expressions of interest about attendance from members 
and the clash with other events on the same weekend makes it difficult to organ-
ize anything for anyone who may be interested.  If there are members who really 
wish to put cars on display at this event, they should contact the Show Society.  
If attempts to do this are unsuccessful, Lawrie Nock will try to obtain the relevant 
details. 

 

Sunday 3 March 2013 - Tarago Show 
At least a couple of STHARC members have indicated that they will attend this 
event.  The best route to Tarago is via Bungendore.  Anyone wishing to put their 
car on display for this event should let Lawrie Nock know of their intentions as 
we need to arrange entry tickets before the day.  As for Crookwell details have 
been sent out via email and anyone who did not receive them should ensure that 
the details held by the club are current and correct by contacting the Secretary. 
 
Any club members coming from Queanbeyan should consider departing from 
the Hall no later than 8.30 am to arrive at Bungendore.  The only known partici-
pants at this stage will not be travelling from Queanbeyan but will meet at the 
roundabout in Bungendore at the start of the Tarago road at 9.00 to travel to 
Tarago.  Contact Lawrie Nock mobile 0403 863 372 on the day or 6230 3320 at 
other times. 

 

Sunday 3 March 2013 – Capital All Ford day at Old Parliament 
House 
 

Sunday 10 march 2013 – Ariel morning tea at Murrumbateman 
STHARC has agreed to cater for morning tea for the Ariel Rally on Sunday 
morning at Murrumbateman hall.  Any members interested in participating 
should contact Jane Nock  
 

Sunday 24th March   Snowy Hydro  Base open day  
10.00am to 3.00pm 
 
Snowy Hydro SouthCare Helicopter Base (Monaro Highway, 2km South of Hind-
marsh Drive, Canberra)  Depart the club house  at  9.15 . 
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THE MCLEISH GYMKHANA  
SUNDAY 7 APRIL 2013 FROM NOON   

2536 SUTTON ROAD, SUTTON 

WHEELS 
 17 March 2013 

Wheels is again at Thoroughbred Park. STHARC has been allocated a new site 
near the main gates at section A as displayed on the map published in this    
edition. Final arrangements will be discussed at the March meeting however a 
few of us will get there early to assemble our Shades and set up our site. A flyer 
is enclosed covering the rules etc however note that it does require drip trays.  
 
The gates open to spectators at 9.00 am so those travelling from the guides hall 
will need to assemble by 8.00 am for an 8.15 departure. Otherwise you can   
proceed directly to the race track. 
 

Sunday 24th March Goulburn swap meet  
 
For those not planning to attend the Hydro base The Goulburn  swap meet is on 
the same day. A number of STHARC members go to this however it is more 
practical for each of us to attend at our leisure. 

Woolworths Majura Park is celebrating their first birthday at Majura Park on 

Saturday 30 March.  Full details of the event are not available at time of going to 
press but will be available for the monthly meeting on 5 March.  Assume we are look-
ing at a 9.00 am start for a static display to mid afternoon. 
 
Anyone interested in attending and unable to attend the meeting should contact Law-
rie on 6230 3320 so he can send out particulars when they become available  
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We met at the informal car sale lot on the corner of Bungendore Road and 
Tarago Road and travelling in cavalcade to the Bungendore Show ground.  
We were greeted at the showground by Tim and Debra who has had a com-
edy of errors getting to the venue.  Despite have two petrol tanks, Tim had 
manage to run out of petrol within a couple of hundred metres of the petrol 
station on the Federal Highway.  After resolving that problem, they thought 
they had missed the group and when straight to the showground.  Debra 
had discovered the culinary wonders of the canteen and was tucking into a 
bacon and egg roll.  The delight on her face said it all, prompting a few oth-
ers to seek out morning sustenance. 
 
 The day started as an overcast droll morning.  We checked out the stalls - 
of local produce, arts and crafts, home brew, cakes, and chutneys.  The 
photography show was a highlight.  There were some real winners in the 
animal sections.  The quizzical look on the Border collie's face was beauti-
fully captured - disproving the old maxim "Don't work with animals or chil-
dren" (or maybe if you do, have lots of spare film!). 
 
After lunch the clouds opened and burst into a scorching after lunch.  We 
huddled under the marquee the shelter from the sun where Laurie regaled 
us with tales of 'drifting'.  The trick was to accelerate at the right moment to 
swing the back of the car around.  It worked well in smaller English cars and 
was achievable and quite fun at speeds of 30 - 40 miles an hour.  The tech-
nique was more difficult with a rear mounted engine.  The difference in 
weigh distribution required speeds in excess of 60 miles an hour - making it 
much more hair-raising. 
 
We all had a great social day exchanging stories and chatting until the heat 
got the better of us and we headed home about 3.30 pm.Attendees: 
Gary and Ros Hatch—            1959 Prefect 
David and Gill Buckley -          1940 Mercury 
Belinda Hogarth-Boyd -           1963 Vauxhall Velox 
Marshall McCarron                  1977 450 SLC 

Bungendore Show 

Belinda Hogarth-Boyd 
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Ray and Barbara Mallam -            1973 XJT SII 
Mal Hazel and Craig Roxbourgh - 1953 V S?? 
Tim and Debra Cooper -                1971 XJ SI 
Melissa Bayley—                           1977 Pontiac Transam 
Laurie Nock -                                  Rolls Royce Corniche 
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Minutes of General Meeting 
Tuesday 5 FEBRUARY 2013 

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc 
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday 5 February 2013 
Meeting Commenced:  8.00      pm 
Held at:  Girl Guides Hall, Erin Street, Queanbeyan 
Attendance:   28          members 
Apologies:      as per attendance book and  Steve Cole, Belinda and Paul 
Visitors:   John Kaczmarek (owns a 2 door 75 Falcon XB) Monika Hannaford 
(friend of Ian and Krys McLeish         
 
Minutes of Previous Meetings:   December and January meetings as pub-
lished in February issue of The Wheel to correctly identify Rosemary Thomas. 
 
Acceptance of amended minutes Moved:  Lawrie Nock  Seconded:  Malcolm 
Roxburgh              Carried 
 
President’sReport :  Welcome to February meeting and especially to our new 
members and visitors.  Looking at events associated with the Canberra Cen-
tenary and the 175

th
 anniversary for Queanbeyan, STHARC members will have 

a busy time.  Thank you to Malcolm and Paul for yet another Coloured edition of 
The Wheel. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:   Current balance of funds held by the club is $9838.  
$427.50 has been paid out for purchase of shirts with club logo. 
 
Acceptance of report: MovedBrian ThomasSeconded     Lawrie Nock                           
Carried 
 
Secretary 
Correspondence:  In 
Only one newsletter received since last meeting on 17 January that being Rocky 
Road for Jan/Feb from Goulburn Historic and Classic Car Club Inc 
Wheels 2013 details and fliers received. 
Invitations currently in hand to: Crookwell Potato Festival 2 March 2013;  Tarago 
Show 3 March; Bay to Bermagui Run 12-14 July 2013;  Morris Centenary tour19
-22 April in Canberra;  Berrima District Historic Vehicle Club to attend Berrima 
Rally 9-10 February 2013,   Highlands Steam and Vintage Fair 8,9,10 February 



Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.     Page 9 

2013;  Goulburn Historical Car Club static display in Goulburn 23/3/2013 to 
mark 150 years since the foundation of Goulburn;  Ironfest at Lithgow 20-21 
April 2013; Inaugural Post Vintage Capital Tour organized by CACMC for 14-
16/3/2013 
A number of emails messages received including an invitation to Wheel of 
Wamboin to be held24 April – details to be sent out to members by email 
 
Correspondence:  Out  - nil 
 
Property Officers:  new club long sleeve shirts have been ordered and are 
available for inspection and sale.  Orders will be accepted.  See Jane. 
 
Registrar:      unable to be present but reports that Valiant Charger of new 
member is likely to be on club plates shortly. 
 
Editor:  Unable to attend but is still looking for car of the month stories.  Sev-
eral new cars in the club – articles please. 
 
Website:     Webmaster unable to attend but members werereminded that at 
last meeting Steve invited members who might like some help with pictures 
for the website etc to contact him. 
 
Public Officer:      Nothing to report. 
 
Events:  Events Director unable to attend but report by Ian McLeish 
 
Recent events 
 
Reports on recent outings are published in The Wheel. 
 
Forthcoming events 
February 
Berrima Rally organized for STHARC participants by John Thomas is on this 
weekend.  Geoff Rudd will be attending the Vintage steam festival at Oberon 
also on this weekend. 
 
Invitations are in hand for a number of events being promoted by clubs and 
other organizations over the remainder of this year and during 2013 (see un-
der invitations above) and the updated events calendar.  Email advices will be 
provided for events not covered in the newsletter. Members who do not have 
access to email were asked to let the Secretary have a reliable telephone 
number so details not in the newsletter and sent out by email can be          
provided. 
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Mid week run for February will be held on Thursday 21st to the newly opened 
Arboretum.  Normal arrangements for Thursday run apply.  Details will be also 
sent out by email. 
 
Goulburn club is doing a BBQ run to Pejar Dam on Sunday 24 February.    
Details are to be emailed out when confirmed.   
 
March 
Saturday 2nd March Braidwood show to which we have been invited             
coincides with Crookwell Potato Festival. 
 
Sunday 3 March Tarago show also invited. 
 
Sunday 10 March STHARC is catering morning tea at Murrumbateman show-
ground for the Ariel Rally. 
 
10 to 15 March one and two cylinder rally will be held in Canberra.  Details of 
where vehicles are likely to be will be sent out by email. 
 
Wednesday 13 March mid week run will be designed to place us in proximity 
to the one and two cylinder vehicles. 
 
Saturday 16 March 150 years celebrations at Goulburn street parade – specta-
tor status but might be done as a club run is there is interest. 
 
Sunday 17 March Wheels at Thoroughbred Park Canberra.  The meeting was 
advised we had the same site as last year but this is not correct.                   
Re-examination of the site proposed site map shows STHARC enters through 
the main gate and will be parked adjacent to the fire engines – good for Rolls 
drovers, and next to the Holdens – not so good for the Ford owners.  Drip trays 
are required. 
 
Sunday 24 March Goulburn Historic and Classic static display next to St Xavi-
ers 10 am to 3.00 pm 
 
Easter falls at the end of March and there are two Easter events of interest to 
members.  The annual Bush Council Easter event will be held at Merimbula 
this year.  Austins over Australia will be holding their rally at Bendigo over the 
same weekend. 
 
April 
Sunday 7 April gymkhana at Ian and Krys McLeish Sutton 
Yass Car Club member Allan Martin is proposing a multi club meet at his prop-



Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.     Page 11 

erty near Yass on 14 April 2013. Cars, military vehicles, trucks and motor bikes 
are likely to be attending.   Events Director has been asked to confirm that we 
would like to be involved.  We need some indication of possible numbers. 
 
STHARC members have been invited to participate in the inaugural Wheels of 
Wamboin display to be held on Saturday 20 April at the Wamboin Community hall 
in Bingley Way Wamboin.  Entry will be by gold coin donation and there will be an 
opportunity to set up a swap meet style stall for an additional cost of $5 for any-
one wishing to do so. 
 
The Haulin’ the Hume event which was so successful last year will be run again 
on 27-28 April 2013.  The cut off for entries of 250 trucks was reached in early 
December.  The lunch stopover will be at Gunning Showground.  STHARC ex-
pects to have a run to Gunning to co-incide with the event. 
 
Members were reminded that we have the ACT centenary celebrations, Goulburn 
150 years celebrationsandQueanbeyan 175 years celebrations in 2013. 
 
  It was suggested that as a Queanbeyan based club STHARC should try to make 
whatever contribution to the event it can. 
 
Council Reports 
Delegates to CAMC were unable to attend meeting on 17 January.  CAMC has 
sent out a program of events and has asked clubs to provide details of any other 
events they are planning for inclusion in the calendar. 
 
General Business: 
 
Lawrie and Jane sought approval to use the club BBQ trailer to help with catering 
at Sutton School for 240 visiting Chinese infants and primary school pupils.  
Moved by Geoff Rudd to accept and approved. 
 
STHARC involvement in the Driver/Reviver operation was discussed briefly.  Ha-
zel is prepared to put aside weekends for STHARC.  It was noted that STHACR 
involvement was a community support role and that at this stage we will remain 
on stand by to help out as plan B should other groups let the organizers down. 
 
Catering for the Ariel rally was discussed.  Jane is seeking baking contributions 
but until full details of such as the number of participants are known catering can-
not be finalized. 
 
Birthdays, Special events, anniversaries :Davi Buckley 11/2 Gill Buckley23/1, 
Hazel  Roxburgh 7/2 and Gary Hatch 17/2 
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Mid week run 21 February to National 
Arboretum 

 
Health and Welfare:    John Corbett is back at work as of this week after suc-
cessful shoulder surgery. 
 

JOE Vavra advised that Betty Boyce and her daughter from Canberra Antique 
and Classic have both been suffering health problems recently.  Our thoughts 
are with them. 
 

Raffle:   drawn by the guests.  Gary Hatch won first pick and chose the candles.  
Ros hatch won second prize and it looked like Gary won the LED worklight. 

 

Meeting closed: 8.55  pm 
 

The commencement of the mid week 
run was delayed with general consent 
of those intending to participate, so 
that regular attendees with morning 
commitments could join us.  Nine cars 
assembled at the Guides Hall and 
another member arrived in a make 
which must remain undisclosed.  John 
Corbett made only a cameo appear-
ance.  His intention to do so was 
probably obvious to those really think-
ing about it, given his choice of 
transport.  Eventually seven cars set 
out just after 12.30 pm.  Krys and Jan-
nie decided to abandon their moderns 
and hitch a lift in a classic with Grae-
me Bates. 
 

Arriving at the village centre for the 
Arboretum, we saw John and Ronda 
Cornwell’s car and expected quite 
correctly to find them already in the 
visitors centre.   The first problem 
arose when we found that Ron and 
Maureen’s dog had wormed its way in 

for the ride.  Confronted by a dog which made it to the front gate of the property 
as quickly as did the car, the dog came for the ride.  The intermittent sunny peri-
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ods made it very marginal to leave the dog in the car, even with windows down.  
A search party was eventually sent out to find Ron when he failed to arrive for 
lunch.  He arrived with dog on lead made from a very fashionable and attractive 
blue and yellow material.  It is understood that a major corporation designed 
this material as a pull cord but has since abandoned the idea and makes it 

available to the Australian community for a diverse range of applications includ-
ing dog leads. 
 

The long access path to the visitors Centre is lined with granite rock filled cag-
es but much more meticulously filled than the run of mill versions seen as em-
bankments along road cuttings.  The building itself is quite spectacular.  For 
some reason the designers have chosen to use a lot of wood in the construc-
tion and fit out. 
 

Inside we found other club members who had come direct to the event.  There 
were plenty of friends of the arboretum present to answer questions from visi-
tors.  The building was not crowded but tables were at a premium.  An attempt 
to pre-book a table for our group was not successful as this service is not avail-
able.  Sufficient tables to accommodate all members of our group became 
available before we needed to seriously consider ordering lunch.  Table service 
staff were very helpful and offered to assemble sufficient tables to accommo-
date all of our group at one location.  The offer was not taken up but the courte-
sy was appreciated.  Ordering of lunch from the cafeteria style café, with a lim-
ited but appealing menu, followed. By the time some members made it to the 
counter some menu items had sold out.  No-one starved. 
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A total of 24 club members participated in the event.  Several only made it for 
a brief visit over the lunch period,but it was nice to catch up with them even 
for such a brief interlude. 
 

Table service was good.  Staff when questioned about the number of visitors, 
advised that numbers during the week are good.  At the weekends it is bed-
lam.  It would seem that there is considerable wisdom in anyone planning a 
weekend outing, taking a picnic lunch and looking to eat out side some-
whereunder the trees or overlooking the spectacular views.  Up near the 
“wide brown land” sculpture or at the “eagles nest” stop look like great picnic 
spots. 
 

After lunch, the Bonsai display on the deck adjacent to the visitors centre pro-
vided some fascinating and beautiful examples of the art.   Those members 
with more time to spare then did a drive around the site.  The work done and 
the scope and scale of the plantings is impressive. 
 

Armed with the guide map of the plantings we were able to almost instantly 
mutate into skilled botanists.  The more cautious of us focussed on reading 
the plantation identification notices.    The views of the Canberra basin from 
the drive around the site are spectacular.  Some of these will eventually be 
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overtaken by views of large trees which is probably an acceptable compromise. 
A very good turnout of members with an interesting range of spectacular views 
and tantalising prospects for an outstanding future natural resource display. 
 

Attendance 
David and Gill Buckley, Barry Beard – guest  1940 Ford Mercury 
Peter Toet               1951 Riley 2.5 
Rhonda and John Winnett    1968 Austin Cambridge 
Lawrie and Jane Nock     1972 Rolls Royce Silver Shad-
ow 
Ron and Maureen Scattergood    1976 Triumph 2500 TC 
Allan Boyd and Chris Hillbrick-Boyd   1977 BMW 633 Csi Coupe 
Graeme Bates      1979 Ford Fairlane 500 
Rod Lawson and Marilou               modern 
Jannie Brown       modern 
Krystyna McLeish               modern 
Ronda and John Cornwell    modern 
Judy and Barrie Davis      modern 
Brian and Benita Thomas              modern 
Chris Rover SDI      modern 
John Corbett      modern (not a Ford) 
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STHARC 
STAND 
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Date/
Day 

  

STHARC EVENTS 

February through April 2013 

CONTACT BBQ 

Trail
er 

All STHARC runs start from QBN Girl Guides Hall Erin St QBN 
unless otherwise advised. 

For all runs:  BYO chairs, tables, picnicware, drinks & food, sunscreen 

unless otherwise advised. 

Mid Week runs will meet at the Guide Hall 
2

nd
 Wednesday of the month at 1.15pm, leave at 1.30pm 

3
rd

 Thursday of the month at 10.00am, leave 10.15am unless otherwise ad-

vised. 
Note:  not all months are finalised – there is always space for more events. 

March 2013 

Saturday 
2nd 

Crookwell Potato Festival contact 
John for details  
6297 7285 

John Corbett TB
A 

Saturday 
2nd 

Braidwood Show See coming events 
page 4 

 

Sunday 
3rd 

Tarago Show Lawrie Nock TB
A 

Sunday 
3rd 

Capital All Ford day at Old Parliament 
House 

Jane Nockj  

Sunday 
10th 

Morning Tea Fundraiser Allan Boyd yes 

Wednes-
day 13th 

MID WEEK RUN 
Meet at the club house at 1.00pm 
for a 1.15pm departure. Destina-
tion TBA 

Events Committee no 

Saturday 
and Sun-
day 16

th
 

and 17th 

Chyslers on the Murray  Events Committee no 

Sun-
day17th 

WHEELS Thoroughbred Park  depart 
club house at 8.15 or meet at our lot. 
See details within this edition. 

Events Committee Yes 
no 
BB
Q 

Sunday 
24th 

Snowy Hydro Southcare Open day Events Committee  no 
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Date/
Day 

  

STHARC EVENTS 

February through April 2013 

CONTACT BBQ 

Trail
er 

All STHARC runs start from QBN Girl Guides Hall Erin St QBN 
unless otherwise advised. 

For all runs:  BYO chairs, tables, picnicware, drinks & food, sunscreen 

unless otherwise advised. 

Mid Week runs will meet at the Guide Hall 
2

nd
 Wednesday of the month at 1.15pm, leave at 1.30pm 

3
rd

 Thursday of the month at 10.00am, leave 10.15am unless otherwise ad-

vised. 
Note:  not all months are finalised – there is always space for more events. 

April 2013 

Sunday 
7th 

GYMKHANA Ian and Krystina Mcleish 
are once again hosting their day of fun 
and competitions.  

 Ian  and Krystina 
Mcleish 

no 

Sunday 
14th 

Duntroon Dairy open day Events Committee no 

Sunday 
14th 

Social event at Drummoyne  see de-
tails in this edition 

Events Committee no 

Thursday 
18th 

MID WEEK RUN 
Meet at the club house at 10.00am 
for a 10.15 am departure. Destina-
tion TBA 

Events committee no 

Saturday 
20th and 
Sunday 
21st 

IRON FEST Lithgow TBA TB
A 

May 2013 

Sunday 
5th 

Collector pumpkin Festival Events Committee  no 

  A few suggestions have been re-
ceived and we will fit them in for 2013.  
They are, 
Canberra Hill Climb, The Castle @ 
Cowra , Driver Training day at Quean-
beyan, Brigadoon, Wings over Illawar-
ra,  Film and Sound Archives, Science 
Adademy, St Clements @ Galong, 
Ginninderra Falls Picnic 

    



Page 20                  The Wheel 

FOR SALE 

1949 Vauxhall Velox, unfinished restoration project, complete car with all 
parts and interior etc and with running motor, Engine No LP 571.   Free to  an 
interested enthusiast.  Car in Queanbeyan.  Need to make space 
ASAP.  Phone Kim on 0450 962 579. 

FOR SALE 

.Jon and Ronda Cornwell are selling their 1979 Toyota Corolla The car has 

been in the family since new and is in immaculate condition. It is totally 
original including things like a cassette tape player. The Corolla is now on full 
NSW registration 6 months rego/ full year Third party and can be yours for 
$3500. Original cars like this are hard to find and it would make a fun practical 
club car or daily driver. Contact David on 0414 860694 
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Chinese New Year occurs on different dates because the event is driven by cy-
cles of the moon not the dates on a calendar.  This is not altogether foreign to our 
culture, as Easter is similarly determined. 
 
Before school resumed for 2013 at Sutton, a request came through for hosting of 
a farm visit for 300 visiting primary school pupils from China.  Further discussions 
revealed that there were only 240 children - the other 60 were teachers.  The chil-
dren’s ages ranged from 6 to 12 years.  Extreme bravery, or in the eyes of some 
just plain stupidity, resulted in the taking up of the challenge. 
 
The appreciation of just how precious children from a one child family environ-
ment are, explained in part a teacher pupil ratio of 4:1.  This, together with past 
observation of the behaviour standards of visiting groups of Chinese children, 
made commitment easier and removed any fear of what they might get up to.  
This also made taking on the activity more a pleasure than a burden.  There was 
an available gap in the schedule for the farm visit on Friday 8 February, between 
9.00 am and 2.00 pm when they had to be back in Canberra to perform as it turns 
out at the multi-cultural festival. 
 
In the middle of summer there is only so much which can be done outside by 
monolingual locals, with 300 people most of whom do not speak or understand 
English.  A couple of hours in the hot sun was going to be more than enough ex-
posure to farming.  One bright spark suggested giving each of the visitors a push 
mower and seeing how far they could get.  Explaining what farming is about was 
going to be bordering on impossible. 
 
When feeding these children was raised so too were the stakes – but not steaks.  
The suggestion of a possible visit by the children to the Sutton School and a sau-
sage sizzle BBQ lunch with the children at the school was enthusiastically wel-
comed, subject to the ability and willingness of the school to be involved.  The 
Principal pointed out that the Primary School pupils would be attending a swim-
ming carnival on the only day available to the Chinese, but still willingly opened 
the hospitality door of the school to a visit. 
 
After the Children arrived in the region on Thursday afternoon, they visited Parlia-
ment House and then the Chinese Embassy where it became obvious that that 
they were the entertainment for the celebration.  Before they performed they had 
put in an hour or so of demonstrating Chinese cultural activities such as tea cere-

The Year of the Snake is upon us 
Lawrie Nock 
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monies, calligraphy and handicrafts.  Then they performed for an audience of 
about 1,000 guests in the gardens of the Embassy.  The audience was treated to a 
variety of high quality musical renditions, song and of course dance.   Looking at 
how talented these children are, it is frightening to contemplate what would happen 
if we had to compete, or worse still, for any Chinese children who are not excep-
tional.   The children then returned to their accommodation at Rydges Eagle Hawk. 
 
The children come from 8 different primary schools in Henan province.  This prov-
ince is a centre of Han culture and is a former Song Dynasty capital.  The Han eth-
nic group is the majority culture of China accounting for over 90% of the cultural 
origin of the 1.6 billion people in China.  Henan Province is the most populous 
Province in China, with a population of over 100 million people. 
 
The program brochure for the entertainment announces the group as “2013 Young 
Angels Art Troup Visiting Performance in Australia.”  The 8 schools from which 
these children were selected are in the Jinshui District of Zhengzhou, the capital 
city of the province.  One of the English speaking teachers agreed that the much 
larger number of girls in this group reflected the fact that in their draw population, 
there are more girls than boys with the necessary talents. 
 
I arranged to meet the tour group first thing in the morning to guide them to their 
destination.  I chose a vehicle which I thought would be easily recognized by the 
drivers.  Two of the teachers also thought that the S2 Bentley was a bit unusual 
and asked if they could be passengers to the farm.  At home I had the other histor-
ic vehicles out for showing.  Nothing like this back in Henan Province, but there 
were plenty of pictures recorded to show everyone back home what they had seen 
and how they would drive them. 
The farm visit was otherwise a bit chaotic.  The children took a walk through the 
trees, talked to some farm animals, played soccer with the dog, had a bit of fun 
with a fire hoseandchecked out a westerner’s home.  The planned event of feeding 
the birds could not eventuate because the birds seem to have decided that it was 
too hot to be flying even if there was food at the end of the flight.  By about 
11.00am the visitors were boarding their buses at the farm for the school visit and 
lunch.  It is remarkable that with so many children coming through the house and 
using the facilities, there was no need for a massive clean up after they left. 
 
A number of members of the Sutton community put their hands up and took on the 
task of preparing and serving the food and drinks for both the Sutton School pupils 
and the visiting Chinese group.  With the help of Tim Cooper manning the 
STHARC BBQ trailer,and other local residents,there was a brilliant display of co-
ordinated cooking and food presentation.  Yes, we lost a few buses on the way to 
the school but it wasn’t a major problem.  We found them and by the time their pas-
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sengers hit the food lines there were no queues.   The gluten free sausages from 
Bungendore Country Butchery were demolished.  Lettuce and tomato was also 
provided for the sausage sandwiches.  Very few Sutton School children wanted to 
interfere with a perfectly good sausage sandwich by adding lettuce and/or tomato.  
By contrast most of the Chinese group liked the idea of salad on their sandwich.  
Poppers and icy poles seemed to go down a treat too.  The 30 kg of prawns 
brought by our visitors was appreciated by just about everyone but the quantity 
provided proved to be too great a challenge. 
 
Following lunch and some recreation time together, the pupils were assembled in 
the School Hall where Sutton School pupils welcomed the visitors and performed 
a few songs for them.  It was a delight to see the Chinese children joining in the 
action songs from their seats in the audience.  It is unlikely that they knew what 
the words meant but they could see where they had to wave their hands.  Then 
the Chinese children performed a few items from their repertoire.  Those present 
seemed to enjoy the performances.  All that can be added is – you ought to see 
them in full regalia. 
 
Presentations were exchanged betweenthe visitors andSutton School and it was 
time for Sutton pupils to return to class and the Chinese pupils to head off in the 
buses for their next performance at the multi-cultural festival in Canberra City. 
The performances of all children on the day were creditworthy.  The behaviour 

was noticeably excellent.  These outstanding performances were only matched by 

the performance of the teachers from Sutton School and China who managed the 

children and the work done by the catering volunteers who saved the masses 

from starvation.  The tour operator who arranged the visit is happy to have the 

surplus after deduction of expenses donated to the SCA and Sutton Public 

School.  A great result from everyone con-

cerned. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Snake.svg
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Not your average Ferrari 
V12 400I Hugh and Bev 

 
 
Our Ferrari 400i, my blood red Rosso Corsa (‘racing red’) Ferrari, for if you only 
ever have one Ferrari in your life and of this I am quite certain will be the case for 
me, then Ferrari red is simply essential, is breath taking. 
 
This is a very rare car. According to the 400i register there were 38 built world-
wide in 1979 and most are LHD. This is one of a handful of RHD cars delivered 
new to Australia in 1980. In total there were only ever 239 RHD 400i’s built and 
1,306 built in total between 1979 and 1985. Red 400i’s are very rare, most cars 
are blue or silver in colour unlike other Ferrari models. This model had the last 
V12 engine mounted in the front of the car and it was the most expensive. In ef-
fect it is the last Ferrari which has a proper bonnet with an engine under it. 
 
The 400I is not logical, sensible, or British. You quickly discover that Italians must 
have small almost feminine hands to work on these intricate, almost delicate vehi-
cles. There are no ½ bolts on this creature, rather everything is small, precise and 
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engineered to perform well by saving weight. It is also clear from the exquisite 
detail of the magnesium castings through to the sculpted body work that looking 
beautiful was also an essential part of the design of this very Italian car.  As a car 
of the 70’s it really is pre the plastic and modern obsessive safety era. The Cam-
pagnolo wheels are made of magnesium, the bonnet, doors, boot and much else 
is alloy.  The entire V12 engine is a magnesium alloy casting and yet it is a car of 
contradictions. 
 
This Ferrari by modern standards is very heavy at around 1900 kg kerb weight, 
which is much heavier than a modern Commodore. The 400i has 4 comfortable 
seats, not 5 and not 2 to the chagrin of many Ferrari enthusiasts! 
 
The 400i has a beautiful 2 door coupe body, designed by Pinnafarina, with a 
burled timber dash! lots of high quality leather, dual air-conditioning , electric eve-
rything and an American automatic transmission!  But... it also has a real race 
bred quad cam fuel injected 4.8 litre V12 that spins out to 6,600 rpm (the non in-
jected version redlined at 7,700 rpm which is higher than most large capacity mo-
torcycles that people sit on today!) The car also has a rigid chassis, yes a chas-
sis! a rigid race based hard suspension and massively wide tyres. The car is so 
stiff and unflexing that as I discovered with a friend, that when you jack the car 
under one sill with a trolley, the whole back of car will slide sideways as it lifts off 
the ground because the suspension does not sag and transfer the car’s weight to 
the wheel opposite!  It is not a normal car. 
 
Looking at performance specifications doesn’t provide a good indication of what 
this car is like to drive. 
 
Turning the key from cold, the fuel injected V12 starts instantly.  Outside the quad 
exhausts individually rumble at a fairly fast pace while inside the array of Jaeger 
instruments spin up in the cockpit with 85 psi oil pressure. You wait for a bit while 
the engine warms and the chains, belts and exhausts settle down and then en-
gage drive which is surprising smooth. There is no shudder like my old Mercedes 
6.3 but the engine is clearly very alive. 
 
At eighty kilometres per hour, once things have warmed up and you have a clear 
preferably private bit of road, you press the pedal to the metal. The 400i will down 
shift and literally howl as the engine suddenly spins up. Your speed in what 
seems like a blink is beyond 120K, a bend looms, you brake a little beforehand 
like a motorcycle and put the car slightly wide before the bend and accelerate 
through.   It is stable, flat and very fast you now may be doing over 150K or in-
deed much, much faster if you are brave enough.  The engine sounds magnificent 
as it howls and the exhausts crack with unburnt fuel as you decelerate.  It is love-
ly. 
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The top speed of my 400i is supposed to be 156 miles an hour. The speedo runs 
to 300 kilometres per hour!  This is, even by today’s standards, still a very fast 
car.  However from a standing start, its relative mass, limited torque 390nm and 3 
speed transmission conbined with power a bit over 340hp mean that my old 6.3 
would eat this off the line. (its still not slow!) Up to 80 to 100 kilometres per hour, 
the firm suspension is almost harsh. The Rolls Royce Silver Shadow or the old 
Mercedes swallow road imperfections with disdain in compari-
son.  But at speed the Jekyll and Hyde nature of this confusing 
car become apparent and you realise it really is a thorough-
bred which, if you are brave, you can point and fire and drive 
relatively safely much faster and with a wider grin, than any 
other car I have encountered. 
 
I have always loved the sculptured lines of this coupe and for 
me, along with the Lamborghini Espada have always thought 
of them as my ultimate dream car. As a teenager of the 1970’s, 
the combination of looks, superb front engine V12 engines, 
combined with the practicality of 4 seater coupe bodies put 



Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.     Page 27 

these cars at the top of my bucket list.  The Ferrari however is much nicer to ac-
tually drive, is very beautifully made and you are not lying down under an unfor-
giving glass house which is the norm for most supercars that are not designed 
for Australia’s severe sun. 
 
So why or how did I come to buy this 400i? 
Well to paraphrase a Monty Python sketch that referred to the erstwhile procure-
ment of a piston engine; one old dear said to the other “because it was a bar-
gain”. Whether any exotic like this can be a bargain at any price, given what you 
are really doing is putting down a deposit is a moot point, so I bought this ex-
tremely rare car sight unseen off eBay while skiing! There are literally only a 
hand full of these cars in Australia and this might be the only red one! So was I a 
financial lunatic? 
 
In a car as complex and potentially financially devastating as this, looking at it 
really wasn’t a good idea especially as passion would pre-determine the out-
come. I knew little about Ferraris and seeing the car in the flesh would bias the 
decision. So I had a chat with the President of the Ferrari Car Club N.S.W. and 
other Ferrari members who recommended very strongly and unequivocally that I 
must contact Gerry an independent Ferrari specialist. Gerry subsequently went 
over the car for me while I continued skiing and checked over the car very com-
prehensively. His assessment was very very positive and has been quite accu-
rate. So I contacted the garage who were listing the car for the owner and made 
a direct offer and the car was removed from sale. 
 
 
We took a train trip to Sydney to inspect and collect the Ferrari and then drove 
her home via a circuitous route around Sydney and the coast in rather hot 
weather.  To date the only problems have been one bolt from a brake calliper 
which fell out requiring rescue, and the failure of the capacitors in the Marelli 
Capacitive Discharge Ignition which I was able to fix.  Both instances required 
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club member backup support - thanks Lawrie Nock and thanks Chris Forsey. 
Your help was much appreciated and loading this beast that has virtually no 
ground clearance is a significant pain.  The engine and rest has been brilliant 
and, other than cosmetic parts, since the above failures I have not had to fix an-
ything else (yet!). 
 
Biggest headache: getting parts but you can get them. 
 
Biggest surprise: it is economical!!  I kid you not!  If driven legally and sensibly 
the 400i uses far far less fuel than the Rolls, Land Cruiser or Mercedes 6.3.  I 
have been driving it to Goulburn and I like my licences, so I drive sensibly. 
Who knows one day it might even be worth Ferrari 400 superamerica money 

hmm well you can dream...  
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LAKE GOLDSMITH TOUR NOVEMBER 
2012 

John and Rosemary Thomas 

Once again it seems the unofficial ‘secretary’ has drawn the short straw and has to 
produce a report amongst her many other duties! On the first of November 2012 a 
small group comprising the Winnett, Hatch, Thomas and Rudd couples met outside 
Yass and headed for Jugiong for morning tea at the Long Track Pantry. This is an 
off the road eatery well worth a visit, with delightful decor and homemade goodies. 
We continued down the Hume Highway to Albury where the Council had supplied 
an area with tables and chairs for us to have a picnic lunch in the Botanical       

Gardens.  Our next stop was the Bandiana Army Museum. There was lots to ex-
plore and read but with only 1 ½ hours to closing time it is a place marked for an-
other visit.  
 
 Beechworth was our rest stop for the night. With a tasty meal served in style at the 
Transwell’s Hotel. The following day we all walked around the historic town and 
raided the Lolly shop before heading to Milawa where we indulged in wine and 
cheese for morning tea and loaded our cars with presents to take home (or drink 
on the way!). 
 
Bendigo was our next port of call where we had an enjoyable tram trip catching the 
sights and history of the town. The boys went off to the tram workshop and muse-
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um while the girls walked around town and window shopped. After lunch we 
drove at a leisurely pace to Ballarat where we set up base for 3 nights. The an-
tique shops were a must along with the historic buildings. We travelled through 
Castlemaine on route to Ballarat. We stayed 3 nights at the Windmill Holiday 
Park along with many other old car/ tractor fanatics.  Evening meals were shared 
events rotating around the bigger cabins. Everyone was up early on the first day 
to head off to Lake Goldsmith for a full day of exploring the wonders on display. 
We had a great spot to park our cars. We were to meet the Roxburghs there but 
with such a huge venue we missed them altogether. The Roxburghs were stay-
ing with friends and touring to different destinations to us. There was so much to 
see it turned into a VERY long day. I think the ‘secretary’ finished two books and 
got sunburned as there was not much shelter near the cars. 
 
Monday saw us head to Sovereign Hill to explore all aspects of gold mining. We 
all took the informative mine tour and John was seen trying on the hat collection 
and wandering around with a cog from the wheelwright shop (memories of his 
grandfather’s profession). 
   

Melbourne Cup Day saw us head towards Echuca wandering through many 

small towns along the way. We had booked a paddle steamer cruise for the fol-

lowing day. Our accommodation was very good with a healthy cooked breakfast 

included in the price. Unfortunately Janet came down with a bug and was unable 

to participate in the river cruise and that day’s activities. After the boat cruise we 

wandered the town and John Thomas spent some time in the Holden Museum. 

The following day we headed for the All Saints Estate winery which is a favourite 

of Gary and Ros (and the Thomas’). There was a lot of rain and cheese to try 

and of course purchase! I think we had a well stocked larder and cellar for 
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Berrima 150th. Anniversary Rally 
John and Rosemary Thomas 

Christmas. At Corowa we inspected a private car Museum then headed to Junee 

and the liquorice factory. Janet was still not travelling too well so Winnetts and 

Rudds headed home up the highway and the rest of us wandered onto Harden 

for a delightful afternoon tea at a new cafe, Barnes Store Emporium. All the food 

is home grown and handmade with English teapots and bone china. The store 

specialises in gluten free so the secretary could feast as well. After inspecting 

the shops we had a leisurely drive home. We could have easily taken another 

week to tour and inspect the small towns along our route. 

 

 
 

 

On Friday February 8 a group headed to Bowral for the weekend to attend the 
Berrima Rally. The district car club was celebrating 150 years of transportation. 
Some cars travelled in convoy while others arrived separately after work. The 
group consisted of John Corbett, James Corbett and his mate, Brian and Benita 
Thomas, Brian’s son Justin and his family( Coleen, Calvin and Ainsley), Gary 
and Ros Hatch, Hazel and Malcolm Roxburgh, Albert Neuss and Pauline Camp-
bell and the organiser John and Rosemary Thomas. Mark Hardy from the Can-
berra Club and a friend joined us Saturday then travelled onto Oberon on the 
Sunday. The Golfview Lodge was our resting place being very quiet, clean and 
close to the Rally venue. Saturday was spent at the Racecourse inspecting the 
many forms of transport on display. It was very hot and the shaded areas were 
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quickly chased down and commandeered. The homemade ice cream and cold 
drinks sold out quickly. There was a large morning tea included in our entry fee on 
both days. Lunch was extra but the catering was excellent. 
 
There was a large display of trucks, tractors, steam engines, motorcycles and cars. 
The cars were arranged in decade rows from 1900 to present day. Each rally entrant 
received a gift bag full of goodies for the car, a commemorative badge, a cookbook 
and pamphlets. In an adjacent area Shannons ran their Show and Shine. There 
were a few stall of local products and spare parts-ask John Thomas about his bar-
gains! 
The evening saw us all pile into taxis and motor to the RSL Club in Mittagong for a 
two course dinner dance. The meal was first class with plenty for all. Many of the 
locals came dressed in period costumes. The two man ban- Style(keyboard and 
electric guitar) were excellent. I have never seen a guitar produce such wonderful 
sounds and played with such speed and professionalism. 
 
Sunday saw us return to the racecourse for the rally part. This was a guided sheet 

crossing back and forth on the old coach trail. We visited Bong Bong, Mittagong, 

east Bowral, Moss Vale and Exeter. Lunch was back at the racecourse. Malcolm 

and Hazel stayed for this and John Corbett has to leave to return to Canberra. The 

Brian Thomas troop went their own way and Hatch, Neuss and John Thomas groups 

went to Berrima for a long lunch a look around the town and then headed home. The 

thunderstorm that had threatened all day finally broke just near Goulburn.  It was a 

very active but relaxing weekend and loads of laughs-just ask Pauline about Elvis 

next time you see her! 
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Social event at Drummoyne farm on 
Sunday 14 April 2013 

 
Alan Martin from Yass club has invited STHARC,Canberra,Yass, Young, 
Goulburn, to attend an event at his property 305Coolalie Road about 6ks 
from Yass. Last year about 90 cars participated. 
 
Hopefully there will be intermingling of the 5 car club members, to renew 
friendships, meet new members and to inspect the vintage and historic cars 
on display. The Yass Farm Machinery club will again have their ex army 
Field Kitchens, Blitz trucks and Bren Carrier on display and operational. 
 
There is shade, toilets and some seating at the site.  Car clubs will manage 
their own catering.  A number of gas BBQs has been arranged for the day.  
The planned start time is 10.30am for 11am and with the BBQ should run 
until say 2pm.  Last year the event was enhanced by a great Autumn sunny 
day and the organizers are hoping for another where all attending will enjoy 
the gathering of the five car clubs members and cars and the Machinery club 
members with their items on display. 
 
Whilst the attendee numbers are not always known until the event day, Yass 
club would welcome an estimate of cars attending.  Alan has been advised 
that STHARC will try to give some idea of numbers following our March 
meeting. 
If those planning to attend meet at the club house at 9.00 for departure by 
9.15 am that should get us there in good time.  Members wishing to join the 
group could do so along the Barton Highway, at Murrumbateman or at the 
Yass information centre for departure from there by 10.15 am. 
 
Suggested route at this stage is from the club via Oaks Estate, Canberra 
airport, Limestone Avenue, Antill Street to Dickson, Northbourne Avenue to 
Barton Highway then via Murrumbateman to Yass past the information cen-
tre, down the main street, over the bridge and the 4th turn to the right along 
Coolalie Road and up over the hill with one give way sign. 
 
No-one has yet agreed to co-ordinate this event so would any members 

wishing to attend and unable to be at the March meeting please let Lawrie 

Nock know of their intentions. 
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THANK YOU 

Repairs to all makes and models, including LPG vehicles. 
NSW & LPG Rego Inspections 
 
 

33 KENDALL AVE  Ph.:6297 8557       
QUEANBEYAN 2620 Fax:6299 3800 

 Capital Diesel Service  
Diesel fuel injection specialist 

 
John and Pam Corbett 

pco04198@bigpond.net.au 
Ph. 6297 7285 

Mob.: 0412 295 177 

        Seiffert Automotive 

 
All types of mechanical work done to most 

makes and models of vehicles. 
Authorised Inspection Station NSW & ACT. 

 

Albert & Andrew Neuss 
8 Endurance Ave Queanbeyan 

02 6297 6225 

Thank you this month from the editor to the events organisers for their contributions 
to another issue, and to our printing and collating team –Paul Hogarth, John and 
Ronda Cornwell, Geoff Rudd, Krystyna McLeish, and Jane Nock,   
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