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Presidents Report: 

Hi and welcome to another magazine produced 

by the hard work of Chris Coates! 

I know that Chris has been chasing members to 

submit articles about events they attend and 

their cars and every now and again something 

of a more technical nature. So, if you go on a 

good run or see something interesting, give it 

to Chris for inclusion in an upcoming edition. 

The Club had a very good outing for the 

Mothers Day run and it was great to catch up 

with a few members we have not seen for a 

while. Lunch at the Royal Hotel was a very good 

choice for a cold, wet and blustery day with a 

very good meal and great company. I had 

intended to give the Armstrong Siddeley 

another run to town, but it was not a good day 

for cars without a roof! Was good to see the 

EH's out in force, they must have good 

heaters. 

We have lots of great events coming up, so 

come along and join in, the more the merrier! 

Happy Motoring, 

                            Greg 
 

    

 



 

Editors Notes – 
 

An early Newsletter, but don’t get used to it, it’s only because I’m off to 
the UK again for the Morris Minor Nationals. I am bit inspired though 
coz I’ve got my own little study now with a nice view out the window. 
I’ve had a bit of help from Gordon, Glenda & Greg for the story on car 
radios and we conclude Charlie’s Vauxhall restoration too, along with this 
I’ve remembered to take my camera along to outings and  taken some 
photos too. 
I’ve heard back from both Fair Trading NSW and the RMS regarding our 
constitution amendments and both have accepted them without any 
suggested changes. As a result I’ve had some copies printed to send out 
to members. So, you can toss away any old copies and replace them with 
this – remember you are supposed to carry it with any time you use your 
club registered historic vehicle. I have also added as a PDF (printable ) 
version on the net. 
Good day at the Royal on Sunday irrespective of the weather, pity the 
Goulburn Club were unable to come, but we got about eighteen of our 
own turn out.            Chris. 
 
 
 
 



 
 



The fun of restoring a 1946? 10 hp Vauxhall Part 2. 
 

For safety reasons I decided to have seat belts fitted and took the car to an authorised 
fitting place and 2 seat belts were fitted, this wasn’t without a few problems as 46 
Vauxhalls did not have seat belt mounts, but the car now has front seat belts with 
reinforcement plates welded in. (No back seat passengers planned.) 
While the front suspension was being done it was time to think about the trim and roof 
lining. Two quotes later I decided I did not have that much money for the experts, so it 
was time to learn how to do the inside, it was off to the internet to find out how to do it. 
Then the hardware shop for lots of MDF (fancy name for cardboard). More trial and 
error , the mistakes did help to keep the house warm, (I have a wood heater!) I first 
went for white door cards but changed my mind, as white showed the dirt too much, I 
then tried grey much better and much more trial and error.  
 

Then the roof lining but the insulation had to be glued onto the underside of the roof. 
Not knowing better I tried to do it in one piece, end result me covered in glue and a 
quick cutting into 4 pieces, I got good at removing glue from me and the inside of the 
car . Then the roof lining itself as I did not think I would get it right first time I had gone 
to Revolve in Canberra and got some old curtains, lots of curtains to practice, thinking 
when I got it wrong I would just throwaway the mistakes and use better material when I 
had found out how to do it right. Surprise the roof lining went better than I could of 
dreamed of, so the curtain material is now the roof lining. Lots of sewing and cutting 
the roof lining was done in short lengths sewn together, that was fun sewing 6ft long 
lengths with only an ordinary sewing machine the joints also had pockets where the 
bows were placed. It is perhaps not the best roof lining, but my car will never be 
concourse condition.  
 

Now for some driving. While doing the 500 mile check (yes it has made it that far) 
which included redoing the tension of the head bolts (or are they nuts) the manifold 
has to be removed that’s the way the car is made, when refitting the manifold the fuel 
pipe where it attached to the carbie, stripped, better in the garage than on the road, Off 
to a carbie expert as the carbie has an odd thread and a helli coil was needed. Seems 
one of my cheap carbies which has been on the car for years is for a 6 cylinder car, 
mine is a 4 cylinder car. only the expert knew this, I have another carbie which is from 
the 4 cylinder but it needs a total overhaul and this is being done at time of writing but I 
have decided to not drive the car until the correct carbie can be fitted as the car seems 
to be over fuelling. 
 

The fellow who reset the rear springs got it wrong and the car has to go back to him as 
he has said he wants the whole car not just the springs to reset them again so that’s a 
nice trip to Sydney at a 70 km/hr cruising speed. The car still has wonderful lean to 
one side and it only has a max speed of 60 miles per hour, I think that’s about 95 
km/hr. 
 

For those who wonder why I have not used the knowledge of the Vauxhall club finding 
parts etc , I have found they won’t talk to anyone who does not belong to the Vauxhall 
clubs in the major capital cities and it’s a bit of a pain to get to their meetings. 



 
 
There has also been many little problems finding parts like clearance lights, headlight 
bulbs and converting the car from 6 volt positive earth to 12 volt negative earth and a 
12 volt generator (from an old Holden). Swap meets have been very useful for just 
happening to come across a bit but I have got used to the word no with this car. 
Now you can see why you have never seen my Vauxhall on club runs but I did make it 
to Classic Yass. 
 

To add to the fun I found a website for Vauxhall heritage museum in England and I 
asked for any information about my Vauxhall from the engine and chassis plus body 
numbers, the heritage museum tells me the engine and chassis number is off a 47 
Vauxhall but they have no record from Holden body numbers, after all that bit was 
done in Australia. Holden says there records have been lost for this period in time and 
a Vauxhall car club did get back to me say my Vauxhall has a 46 chassis but a 47 
engine (but the number on the engine matches the one on the id plate) and no luck 
with the Holden body numbers, but the original owners kids say they got it in 46 but 
time does cloud things. 
 

If you want a confusing car, buy an Australian bodied Vauxhall and don’t live in a 
capital city. 
 
 



The car is original except for a few safety features it has seat belts, high backed front 
seats from a Volvo to replace the wooden seats and blinkers, don’t want to stick my 
hand out the window and have someone take it off, and two wipers, it seems the 
Vauxhall only had one wiper and some bits that should be chromed are painted 
During the 19 years I have spent fixing up my car I have yet to see another one except 
the incomplete ones at Flynn’s wrecking yard, so am only guessing what it should look 
like 
 

If I ever restore another old basket case it will be a Morris Minor or an old Holden, 
parts are much easier to find. 
 

I would like to thank my computers spell check feature for help in writing this. 
 

Charlie Atkinson. 
 
 

 
 



HISTORY OF THE CAR RADIO 

Seems like cars have always had radios, but they didn't. Here's the story: 

One evening, in 1929, two young men named William Lear and Elmer Wavering drove 

their girlfriends to a lookout point high above the Mississippi River town of Quincy, 

Illinois, to watch the sunset. It was a romantic night to be sure, but one of the women 

observed that it would be even nicer if they could listen to music in the car. 

Lear and Wavering liked the idea. Both men had tinkered with radios (Lear served as a 

radio operator in the U.S. Navy during World War I) and it wasn't long before they were 

taking apart a home radio and trying to get it to work in a car. But it wasn't easy: 

automobiles have ignition switches, generators, spark plugs, and other electrical 

equipment that generate noisy static interference, making it nearly impossible to listen 

to the radio when the engine was running. 

One by one, Lear and Wavering identified and eliminated each source of electrical 

interference.  

When they finally got their radio to work, they took it to a radio convention in Chicago. 

There they met Paul Galvin, owner of Galvin Manufacturing Corporation. He made a 

product called a "battery eliminator", a device that allowed battery-powered radios to 

run on household AC current. But as more homes were wired for electricity, more radio 

manufacturers made AC-powered radios. Galvin needed a new product to 

manufacture. When he met Lear and Wavering at the radio convention, he found it. He 

believed that mass-produced, affordable car radios had the potential to become a 

huge business. 

Lear and Wavering set up shop in Galvin's factory, and when they perfected their first 
radio, they installed it in his Studebaker. Then Galvin went to a local banker to apply 
for a loan. Thinking it might sweeten the deal, he had his men install a radio in the 
banker's Packard. Good idea, but it didn't work – Half an hour after the installation, the 
banker's Packard caught on fire. (They didn't get the loan.) 

 
Galvin didn't give up. He drove his Studebaker nearly 800 miles to Atlantic City to 

show off the radio at the 1930 Radio Manufacturers Association convention. Too broke 

to afford a booth, he parked the car outside the convention hall and cranked up the 

radio so that passing conventioneers could hear it. That idea worked -- He got enough 

orders to put the radio into production. 

WHAT'S IN A NAME? 

That first production model was called the 5T71. Galvin decided he needed to come up 

with something a little catchier. In those days many companies in the phonograph and 



radio businesses used the suffix "ola" for their names - Radiola, Columbiola, and 

Victrola were three of the biggest. Galvin decided to do the same thing, and since his 

radio was intended for use in a motor vehicle, he decided to call it the Motorola. But 

even with the name change, the radio still had problems: 

When Motorola went on sale in 1930, it cost about $110 uninstalled, at a time when 

you could buy a brand-new car for $650, and the country was sliding into the Great 

Depression. (By that measure, a radio for a new car would cost about $3,000 today.) 

In 1930, it took two men several days to put in a car radio -- 

The dashboard had to be taken apart so that the receiver and a single speaker could 

be installed, and the ceiling had to be cut open to install the antenna. These early 

radios ran on their own batteries, not on the car battery, so holes had to be cut into the 

floorboard to accommodate them. The installation manual had eight complete 

diagrams and 28 pages of instructions. Selling complicated car radios that cost 20 

percent of the price of a brand-new car wouldn't have been easy in the best of times, 

let alone during the Great Depression – Galvin lost money in 1930 and struggled for a 

couple of years after that. But things picked up in 1933 when Ford began offering 

Motorola's pre-installed at the factory. In 1934 they got another boost when 

Galvin struck a deal with B.F. Goodrich tire company to sell and install them in its 

chain of tire stores. By then the price of the radio, with installation included, had 

dropped to $55. The car radio was off and running. (The name of the company would 

be officially changed from Galvin Manufacturing to "Motorola" in 1947.) In the 

meantime, Galvin continued to develop new uses for car radios. In 1936, the same 

year that it introduced push-button tuning, it also introduced the Motorola Police 

Cruiser, a standard car radio that was factory preset to a single frequency to pick up 

police broadcasts. In 1940 he developed the first handheld two-way radio, the 'Handy-

Talkie' for the U.S. Army. 

A lot of the communications technologies that we take for granted today were born in 

Motorola labs in the years that followed World War II. In 1947 they came out with the 

first television for under $200. In 1956 the company introduced the world's first pager; 

in 1969 came the radio and television equipment that was used to televise Neil 

Armstrong's first steps on the Moon. In 1973 it invented the world's first handheld 

cellular phone. Today Motorola is one of the largest cell phone manufacturers in the 

world. And it all started with the car radio. 

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO the two men who installed the first radio in Paul Galvin's 

car? Elmer Wavering and William Lear, ended up taking very different paths in life. 

Wavering stayed with Motorola. In the 1950's he helped change the automobile 

experience again when he developed the first automotive alternator, replacing 



inefficient and unreliable generators. The invention lead to such luxuries as power 

windows, power seats, and, eventually, air-conditioning. 

Lear also continued inventing. He holds more than 150 patents. Remember eight-track 

tape players? Lear invented that. But what he's really famous for are his contributions 

to the field of aviation. He invented radio direction finders for planes, aided in the 

invention of the autopilot, designed the first fully automatic aircraft landing system, and 

in 1963 introduced his most famous invention of all, the Lear Jet, the world's first 

mass-produced, affordable business jet. (Not bad for a guy who dropped out of school 

after the eighth grade.) 

-------------------------------oooo------------------------------ 

Five Rules to Remember in Life 

1/ Forgive your enemy, but remember the bastard’s name. 

2/ Money can’t buy happiness but it’s more comfortable to cry in a Mercedes than on a 

bicycle. 

3/ Help someone when they’re in trouble and they will remember you the next time 

they’re in trouble. 

4/ Many people are alive today only because it is illegal to shoot them. 

5/ Alcohol doesn’t solve any problems, but then again neither does milk. 
 

These should assist you in most daily decision choices. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

What’s On………   May - June 
 

YAMC General Meeting, CWA Rooms, Banjo Paterson Park.  

7:30pm, Monday 16
th
 May. 

 

Midweek Run. The Bushranger Hotel at Collector,  

18
th
 May, meet at Courthouse at 10:30am. 

 

Henry Lawson Festival.  
11-12

th
 June, Grenfell.  

 

Wombat Swapmeet.  
11-12

th
 June, Wombat.  

 

Wagga Wagga June Rally.  
11-13

th
 June, Wagga Wagga.  

 

GEAR at Wakefield Park.  
15

th
 June.  

 

YAMC General Meeting, CWA Rooms, Banjo Paterson Park, Yass. 
7:30pm Monday 20

th
 June.  

 

Midweek Run.  

22
nd

 June, Midweek Run, TBA. 
 

 

 



 
 

What’s On………   July - August  
 

YAMC General Meeting, CWA Rooms, Banjo Paterson Park, Yass. 
7:30pm Monday 18

th
 July. 

 

Midweek Run.  

July, TBA. 
 

YAMC General Meeting, CWA Rooms, Banjo Paterson Park, Yass. 
7:30pm Monday 15

th
 August. 

 

Midweek Run.  

August, TBA. 
 

Classic Yass.  

November 5
th
, Banjo Paterson Park, Yass. 

 

 
 

 



Boorowa with the Tarree Club. 

On Friday 8th March a group of us ventured to Boorowa to meet up with the Tarree Club 

who have been on a grand tour and were on their way home. Morning tea was provided 

by the Mayor of Boorowa in the old Court House. After coffee and lots of home-made 

scones, jam and cream we checked out some cars and did the main street. Staying with the 

Court House theme we lunched at the Court House Hotel before heading home.   

 

  
       Studebaker President                   Humber Super Snipe 

 

  
      XK140 Jaguar            Morgan    

 
While walking down the street we chanced upon a Giacottoli, these were a limited 

production Australian built sports car with a mid mounted 2.5 litre Alfa V6 or 5 litre 

Holden V8 as was this one. Pictures a few pages on. 

 
Chris 

 



I like to lead in to these things with a little personal 

association, but I just think these are fun and a bit 

quirky even if they were not sold in Australia. 

Nash Metropolitan 

While most U.S. automobile makers were 

following a "bigger-is-better" philosophy, Nash 

Motor Company executives were examining the 

market to offer American buyers an economical 

transportation alternative. The Metropolitan was 

designed in the U.S. and it was patterned from a concept car, the NXI (Nash 

Experimental International), that was built by Detroit based independent designer 

William J. Flajole for Nash-Kelvinator. It was designed as the second car in a two car 

family, for Mom taking the kids to school or shopping or for Dad to drive to the railroad 

station to ride to work: the "commuter/shopping car" with resemblance to the big Nash, 

but the scale was tiny as the Metropolitan's wheelbase was shorter than 

the Volkswagon Beetle's.  

The NXI design study incorporated many innovative features, and attempted to make 

use of interchangeable front and rear components (the symmetrical door skins were 

the only interchangeable items that made it into production). Although more complex, 

the new vehicle also incorporated Nash's advanced monocoque construction. 

 

 

 



Nash was positioning this new product for the emerging postwar market for "personal 

use" autos. These specific use vehicles were as a second car for women or an 

economical commuter car. The Metropolitan was also aimed at returning Nash to 

overseas markets. However, Mason and Nash management calculated that it would 

not be viable to build such a car from scratch in the U.S. because the tooling costs 

would have been prohibitive. The only cost-effective option was to build overseas 

using existing mechanical components (engine, transmission, rear end, suspension, 

brakes, electrical), leaving only the tooling cost for body panels and other unique 

components. 

With this in mind, Nash Motors selected the Austin Motor Company and Pressed Steel 

Fisher, both English companies based in Birmingham UK and part of BMC. Pressed 

Steel Fisher would produce the bodywork, while the mechanicals would be provided, 

as well as final assembly undertaken, by the Austin Motor Company. This was the first 

time an American-designed car, to be exclusively marketed in North America, had 

been entirely built in Europe. It became a captive import – a foreign-built vehicle sold 

and serviced by Nash. The total tooling cost amounted to US$1,018,475.94, (Austin: 

US$197,849.14; Pressed Steel Fisher: US$820,626.80) which was a fraction of the 

tooling cost for a totally U.S. - built vehicle. 

The styling for all Nash vehicles at that time was an amalgam of designs 

from Pininfarina of Italy and the in-house Nash design team. The different models from 

Ambassador down to the Metropolitan utilised very similar design features (fully 

enclosed front wheels, notched "pillow" style door pressing, bar style grille etc.). Whilst 

Nash used the fact that styling was by Pininfarina in their advertising for their larger 

models, Pininfarina refused to allow his name to be associated with the Metropolitan 

as he felt it would damage his reputation with other Italian car companies to be linked 

to such a small car. 

The new Metropolitan was made in 

two body designs: convertible and 

hardtop. All came with several 

standard features that were optional 

on most cars of the era. Among 

these factory-installed benefits for 

customers were a map light, electric 

windshield wipers, cigar lighter, and 

even a continental type rear-

mounted spare tire with cover.  

The Metropolitan was the first 

postwar American car that was 

marketed specifically to women. 

 

 

Prototype Nash Metropolitan wagon 
which never made it to production. 

 



 

 

  

Giacattolo (Toy in Italian) sports car in main street of Boorowa. Only 15 were 

built and I think this was no 12. Powered by a mid-mounted 5 litre V8.  

Not sure about the coupe behind it! 



Title:  AUSTIN SEVEN & TEN  ROAD 

TEST PORTFOLIO 

 

Author Name   Compiled by R M Clarke 

Binding   Soft Cover 

Book Condition   New 

Number of pages   160 pages 

Number of Photos: Fully Illustrated  

Dimensions   27.8 x 21 x 1.2 cm  

Publisher   Brooklands Books Ltd  2009 

ISBN Number    1855208806, 

9781855208803 

Brookland Book No  AS7RP  

Availability  IN STOCK 

Price    $39.95 

In 1920 Sir Herbert Austin commenced 

working on the concept of a smaller car, 

mainly to meet the needs of young families 

aspiring to own an affordable motor car. This idea was spurred on by the 

introduction of the Horsepower Tax in 1921. His design concept marked a 

departure from his company's conservative motoring past and Austin received 

considerable opposition from his board of directors and creditors. Because the 

company was in receivership Austin decided to carry out the project himself on his 

own account and in 1921 hired an 18-year-old draughtsman, Stanley Edge, from 

the Austin factory at Longbridge, Birmingham to aid in the drawing of detailed 

plans. This work was carried out in the billiard room of Austin's home. 

This portfolio covers the production life of the Seven and larger Ten using model 

intros, road tests, buyers guides and technical data. Models reported: Saloons, 

Sports Cars, Record Breakers, Specials, Racing Cars, Swallow, Bantam, Hawk, 

Ruby, Big Seven, Ten Four, Sherbourne and Cambridge. 

Available from www.bevenyoung.com.au 

 

Little known fact: 

Pharaohs were buried with their arms crossed because they believed 

there would be countless water slides in the afterlife. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Austin,_1st_Baron_Austin
http://www.bevenyoung.com.au/


  
 

 
 

 



 



 

 

 

The Marilyn Monroe exhibition in Bendigo 

Victoria, attracted people from far and 

wide. Lady members of the Yass Antique 

Motor Club Inc. were amongst those who 

travelled the distance! 

Beverly Langdon from Monash in the ACT 

(1950's Zephyr Utility) and Glenda Snape 

from Yass (1970's Alfa Romao Zagato), 

met up with our Victorian counterpart 

Victoria Morris from Lancefield (1954 

Kieft Sportscar). 

Though not actually travelling in their club 

cars, the ladies enjoyed their outing and 

vowed to do it annually. 



 



A range of Club Regalia is 

available from John Carr.  

All are in the Club Maroon 

and gold colours and are 

embroidered with the Club 

Logo. 

 
Also available are – 

V Necked Jumpers $80.00 
Peaked Cap 12.70 

Sew on Patch $8.80 
 

All regalia is produced on 
order (we don’t carry stock) 
and there is a lead time of 
somewhere between 2 – 6 

weeks and come from 
Goulburn. 

 
For any further details,  

Or to place an order contact 
John on 0415 874 883,  

or see him at a meeting.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Polo Shirt $32.30 (now with breast pocket).  

 

Shirt $37.00, Bucket Hat $17.70 

 
Wind Proof Jacket $83.50 



 
 

DEADLINE 
 

Friday 8th July 2016. 

 

Please help the editor create a better 

magazine for all members to enjoy and 

go on the record for the history files. 

 

email: chris-coates@outlook.com 
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