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Minutes of General Meeting - Tuesday October 3
2017
Held at: Girl Guides Hall Erin Street Queanbeyan, Tuesday 3 October
2017
Guest speaker: Laura Shelley QPRC unable to attend
Meeting Commenced: 8.05pm
Attendance:32 members
Apologies: as per attendance book
Visitors: nil
Confirmation of Minutes of September meeting: Minutes of the September Meeting published in the August edition of The Wheel.
Moved acceptance: Lawrie Nock Seconded: Allan Boyd carried
President’s Report: Welcome to the October monthly general meeting.
September has been another busy month for STHARC with members
being involved in a large number of events. Events have included visits
to Tulip Tops at Sutton, Bungendore Car Show, Clarendon Truck Show
as well as the monthly dinner at the Queanbeyan Bowling Club, ladies
and men’s ‘morning teas. Members also participated in the manning of
the Driver/Reviver Centre at Lake George on the long weekend. I would
like to thank all those who have helped organise and participated in the
above mentioned events. The Club looks like being busy right through
to the Christmas Party.
Vice President’s Report: The guest speaker for the November meeting
will be Kim Morris to talk about conservation and restoration.
Secretary’s report: Members whose subscription renewals are believed to be outstanding were contacted by email where possible.
Continued page 4
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Farewell to Foundation
member John Cornwell
12/4/1939—13/10/2017

It is with great sorrow that we announce the passing
of John Cornwell a Foundation member of STHARC.
He was an active Club member, who could always
be relied upon to lend a helping hand at meetings,
raffles, building the Club trailer, Events Director and
Property Officer. He along with his wife, won the
John’s car story
most attendance at meetings Award every year bar
is in Jan/Feb
this year. He also won the Club member of the Year Wheels 2016
Award several times.
He believed in restoring cars rather than buying finished products. John
was a perfectionist when it came to panel beating and painting often
telling members he was helping to ‘keep their hands off’ his work. He
was renown for his quality panel beating skills, with many a Club member calling on him to advise or help fix a dented car or two. He owned
an FJ Holden, which he restored from scratch and it took pride of place
in his garage. He purchased an FE Holden but due to health reasons
was unable to finish the job so sold it. He purchased a 1974 Mercedes
450, which was easier for him to drive. The Corolla came from a relation
but he later sold this too.
When Corbetts were going to a wedding and James had an accident
with the car at 11am, John immediately came around and beat the panel
out so that the car was ready for the wedding at 2pm. He painted Graham Bate’s Ford Mainline Ute and John Thomas’ Chev Ute was panel
beaten and painted by him.
On a Young trip he ‘short sheeted’ the girls’ bed
in the caravan and had to run for his life to avoid
the repercussions from the girls. John went regularly to the June Wagga Wagga Rally. He was
also a regular participant at the Collector Pumpkin Festival, Crookwell Potato Festival and mid
week runs.
John was a kind and caring person who loved to
share a laugh and joke. He will be sadly missed by all Club members.
By John Thomas. John Corbett and Geoff Rudd
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Continued from page 3.

At present there are 11 members whose continued membership intentions are unclear. It is believed that several of these members intend to
maintain their membership but newsletters will not be mailed out until
those intentions are made clear and any vehicles registered on club
plates through STHARC will be technically unregistered because of the
member concerned not being identifiable as a financial member of the
club. There still some vehicles registered in NSW through STHARC which
the Registrar has not seen. It is a requirement of registration under the
HVS, that the Registrar certify that vehicles comply with the HVS and that
copies of the registration papers be held by the Registrar.
Correspondence In:
new membership applications
messages exchanged with Committee and other club members
Magazines received where possible are available to STHARC members
on the STHARC website. Electronic versions on STHARC.ORG.AU website . Hard copy newsletters received available at front table for members.
Correspondence Out:
email messages to members about events and renewals and to prospective members
Members please note request from Editor in September Wheel, re formatting of reports for publication in the Wheel.
Treasurer’s Report: Bank balance $11,549 including $7,924 on fixed
deposit. There were as at late this afternoon 100 financial members with
some additional renewals still to be added.
Approval is sought for payments and reimbursement of the following:
reimbursement of Property Officers $20 for raffle prizes and Allan Boyd
$40 for sites at Queanbeyan Swap Meet.
Moved acceptance Brian Thomas Seconded Jane Nock Carried
Editor: Thanks for contributions submitted. Please keep them coming.
Registrar: No new vehicles on club plates this month but some expected
shortly. As noted there are still some irregularities with NSW HVS registrations to be sorted out.
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Website: There is some confusion created in the Wheel about October
Events. Events as advised on the website are correct.
Property Officer: No issues. Normal apparel items available.
Public Officer: Everything is OK.
Council Reports: ACT Council:
Terribly British Day will be held on 3 December 2018 at Queanbeyan
Park. The new Mayor has accepted invitation to be the guest of honour
at the event.
There are no concrete plans in place for Wheels 2018. Canberra Antique
and Classic celebrates its 50th anniversary next year. In discussions
with their delegate after the meeting it was suggested that STHARC as a
similar type of club might be willing to work with CACMC on hosting
events especially any which fall into the Queanbeyan part of Capital Region.
CHMC:
Delegates will be attending half yearly meeting at Mudgee over the
weekend of 28 October. At 3.00pm on the Saturday afternoon there will
be an information session on the HVS and CVS systems.
Events: There has been a bit of a mix up with the events as published in
the October edition of the Wheel. Details of events are loaded onto
STHARC website as they become available. Club events have been
well attended. Reports will be included on website and in newsletter if
submitted. Need to have reports to Editor by 14 th of the month which is
the cut-off date usually imposed by Editor’s other commitments.
On behalf of Burra community celebrations organizers, Chris Forsey
thanked club members who attended the sesquicentenary fete.
Bungendore car show, ACT Holden Day at Hall Showground, and German Autofest were well attended events.
There was a good turnout of club members to the social dinner at the
Queanbeyan Bowling Club and morning teas.
Members met with Geelong Car Club at Tulip Tops on the Federal Highway at Sutton. It is hoped to organize a several day event in northern
Victoria for mid next year.
Good turnout of members and vehicles for Driver/Reviver over long
weekend and the centre collected over $450.
The hall is available for the club to hold a Bathurst races open day next
weekend. Race starts at 11.00am. Hall will be open from 10.30 for
members to drop in during or for the race.
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Joe Vavra advised last meeting that a Scottish event is to be held at the
Burns Club next Saturday and all are welcome.
There is also a display of Japanese cars at Thoroughbred Park next
Sunday.
Uniting Church Fete was cancelled and is now to be held on the same
weekend as the Queanbeyan Swap Meet. Initial response from
STHARC was that we are unable to provide vehicles. Some members
have advised that they can attend. Organizers have already been advised that club is unable to accept invitation and it was decided that this
advice should stand to avoid confusion.
Ladies and blokes October morning tea at Fyshwick. See website for
details.
Classic Yass convoy option will be notified by email when details are
finalized.
Terribly British day to be hosted by STHARC and two other clubs at
Queanbeyan Park on Sunday 3 December are in hand. Details for the
event are expected shortly.
Young Cherry Festival is on same weekend as TBD.
General Business: The applications have been received from prospective new members. The Committee has considered and recommends the acceptance of these new members into the club. Members
present voted to accept Stewart Crear, Mac Webster and John Brown
as new members. Sponsors have been asked to seek email addresses
so that club messages can be circulated to these new members.
At Driver/Reviver centre the deteriorating condition of the centre was
noted by some of our members. It was decided that STHARC should
continued page 9
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STHARC Drive to Wee Jasper Saturday
16th September 2017
Fourteen of us braved the wet and windy start to Saturday for the drive to
Wee Jasper. Malcom and Hazel Roxburgh with Gary and Roz Hatch, in
their Dodge, left the club house at 9am and headed for Murrumbateman.
The rain had blown over and we met up with Lawrie and Jane Nock in the
Bentley at Sutton.
At Murrumbateman, we were met by Nathan Guinness and family in
a1969 Merc. And Bob and Khi Fulthorpe in a Toyota Crown.
After Morning tea in the car park shelter the weather looked to improve,
wind dropped a bit, just overcast. We headed off for a delightful and uneventful, (apart from the lead car, Malcolm, missing the turn off to Caves
Road) drive to Wee Jasper.
The whole valley is a lot greener than Queanbeyan area as they get more
rain there and quite a pleasant view. The road was stimulating with its
hills and tight bends, a little narrow for the bigger cars in some areas, but
still a good work out for the engines, clean a few cobwebs out of the carbies. After arriving at our destination, we were greeted by Lucy and Mac
Rugala, who decided to leave the Chev Impala at home. It would have
been interesting seeing that vehicle negotiate some of the tighter bends
in the road.
The Duck ‘n’ Fishes Café is in the old Cooradigbee Station Homestead.
The Homestead was built around 100 years ago, as Burrinjuck Dam was
going to inundate the original homestead
and It was renovated about 3 years ago and is now the café as well as a
5 room B&B. They also hold wedding receptions and small conferences.
The food was delightful, the service was good and very welcoming. The
whole venue has a homely feel and the staff are very friendly. We all had
an enjoyable time and time just slipped away. We departed at 2.30pm,
with some members returning to Canberra via Mountain Creek Road, Uriarra Crossing; the road was not as bad as we were led to believe with just
a few rough sections. The consensus was that we must do this drive
again another day.
Roll Call:
Jane & Lawrie Nock 1960 S2 Bentley: Gary & Roz Hatch 1955 Dodge:
Nathan Guinness & Shannon Forrest plus Teagan & Aidan Guinness
1969 Mercedes Benze 280S: Bob & Khi Fulthorpe Toyota Crown Special:
Malcolm & Hazel Roxburgh Modern: Lucy & Mac Rugala Modern.

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.

page 9

Continued from page 7
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING
be asked to consider having a working bee one weekend to do a cleanup and general maintenance service on the facility. It was suggested that
the November mid week run for 15 November be used for this activity.
A budget of up to $200 was considered to be adequate to provide heavy
plastic table cloths, bar mats and the like for the clean-up. Approval is
sought for the expenditure of up to $200 to be allocated for work on the
Wheatley VC Driver/Reviver Centre at Lake George.
Moved Jane Nock Seconded David Torricke-Barton Carried.
A suggestion for a return to a specific presentation event was considered
by Committee. Club members will be invited to come forward with ideas
early next year.
Birthdays and anniversaries: Joe Vavra 12 October
Health and Welfare: John and Ronda have both been in hospital and
are now recuperating with family members. President has telephone
contact numbers available if members wish to contact them. Anne Scattergood is also having some health problems.
Raffle: car trickle charger donated by last month’s guest speaker Greg
Toone from Battery World was won by Paul Cunneen and the beanie and
flashlight were won by Joe Vavra.
Meeting closed:9.05pm
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A Ferguson Fascination
From Malcolm Roxburgh
We purchased our block of land at Geary’s Gap, as it was called at the
time, in 1982 prior to my posting to RAAF Base Williamtown in April 1983.
I purchased my father’s Ferguson TEA 20 tractor in 1986, when he upgraded, to use on our block. I was still living in East Maitland at the time
while serving at RAAF Base Williamtown.
After a posting back to Fairbairn, away to Richmond and then back again
to Russell Officers, all in a period of 3 years, I decided to retire from the
RAAF in June 1993. The family then moved into the machinery shed on
the “farm” while we built our home. 18 months later we moved into the
house. (The trick is not to make the shed too comfortable or you won’t finish the house).
After having had the Fergie for about 20 years it became apparent it needed a major overhaul. I wanted to get another tractor to use while I restored
old faithful. I purchased a grey Fergie off eBay from Camden, near Sydney. When I picked up this tractor I found it had a dual tank setup, it was a
kerosene/petrol model. I began some research on Ferguson tractors and
found that there were four different types of engines, fuelled by petrol, diesel, kerosene and lamp oil, not to mention narrow, low, high, row crop, industrial and rubber tracked models. In fact, when you consider engines
and models, there are around 20 different variants of the TE 20, so I
thought “wouldn’t it to be good to have one of each type?” Thus, began my
collection and fascination with Harry Ferguson’s little tractor.
Not all variants made their way to Australia, so I was looking at getting
around 7 different types, but each time I purchased a tractor I would find
one in a better condition or a price too good to pass up and the collection
has just grown. Not all my tractors are in running condition, some require a
repair or two and others a complete overhaul. My first Fergie is still in bits
but I now have 8 TEA20’s, 2 TED20’s, 1 TEC20, and 1 TEF20. I have 3
larger tractors as well, 1 Ferguson FE35 Diesel and 2 Ferguson FE35 petrol models. I also started to collect an array of different pieces of equipment that were used with the tractor to become the “Ferguson System”.
I have a sign I take to shows when my tractors are on display. “If it’s Grey
put it on display, if it’s Red, leave it in the shed”. My tractors are Fergusons, not Massey Ferguson.
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The Shannons Story
Shannons was the brainchild of the late Robert Shannon who created
an insurance business in the early seventies run by enthusiasts, for
enthusiasts.
Shannons insurance products are specially tailored to the individual
needs of motoring enthusiasts and relies on direct contact with clients
rather than through other agents or brokers.
Today, as part of the Suncorp Group, Shannons has offices in all state
capitals, the ACT and Northern Territory. Across Australia Shannons
is the first choice of motoring enthusiasts when it comes to insuring
their special cars, motorcycles and homes, as well as the day to day
cars of owners.
Meet Steven Farmer Business Development Manager Canberra ACT

Steve, when did you start working at Shannons?
May 2010
What do you like most about working at Shannons?
Being able to align my work with my hobby and life passions!
What cars/bikes do you currently own?
1955 Matchless G9 Motorcycle,1954 Matchless G80,1974 Toyota Corolla
Coupe
1990 BMW 318IS Coupe,1963 Rover P5
What cars/bikes have you previously owned?
1977 Toyota Celica LT Fastback,1988 Toyota Celica,1990 Toyota Soarer,
1975 BMW 2002 x2,1986 Subaru Leone RX Turbo x2, 2003 Subaru WRX
1993 Subaru Fiori
If you could own any car, what would it be & why?
BMW 2002 Turbo, I’ve owned 2002’s before and they are such great driving
cars, huge amounts of fun and they look great. The 2002 Turbo was the first
factory turbocharged car BMW produced and was very aggressively styled
with wheel flares, spoiler, front air dam and ‘turbo’ decals. It is a truly iconic
piece of automotive history and would be equally awesome to drive and look
at!
What aspect of motoring do you enjoy the most?
The sunny Sunday drive/ride, it almost doesn’t matter where to or what for,
the right car/bike makes every trip an adventure.
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Canberra

My 1989 KA5 Honda Legend Turbo

All Japanese
Car and Bike
Show 2017

After several changes of date, the Japanese car and bike show was held
on 8 October at Thoroughbred Park, Mitchell, ACT.
This year the event seemed a bit smaller than previous shows, but none
the less good to see both older and newer Japanese models on display.
Japanese cars appear to be gaining ground with collectors with several
early model Mazda rotary engined cars present, as well as a mint condition Datsun 200B SSS and some early Toyota Celica’s. The line up of
Nissan Stagea’s was impressive especially as this is a model not sold in
Australia.
In recent years I have developed an interest in first generation Honda
Legend models as the chassis design was developed jointly with the Rover company in the 1980s and resulted in the 1985 release of the first
Honda Legend and Rover 825. These cars shared chassis and suspension design, with V6 engine and 4 speed auto or 5 speed manual transmission provided by Honda. There is no interchangeability in respect of
body design as these were developed separately by Honda in Japan and
Austin Rover Group in the UK. And whilst suspension design was shared,
spring rates and suspension settings were set up more softly for Honda,
whilst the Rover has a more sporting suspension set up. In 1989 engine
sizes were increased from 2.5 litre to 2.7 litre and most cars in Australia
were only provided with automatic transmissions.
Both companies made a number of variants to suit their respective markets. In respect of Honda, a 2.0 litre turbo version of the V6 engine was
manufactured for the Japanese Domestic Market (JDM) which featured a
‘wing’ turbo design – an example of which I now own. Known as the ‘KA5’
this model was never destined for the export market but several of these
cars were subsequently exported around the world and several came to
Australia.
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They produced in the region of 140kw compared to roughly 130kw of the
normally aspirated 2.7 litre engine, although the purpose of the turbo installation was increase fuel efficiency and to reduce carbon emissions.
Japanese market Legends appear to be much higher specification that
the Australian delivered Legends of the same era. They include power
folding mirrors, climate control, higher levels of trim and trim options, and
more external chrome. Bumper bar overhangs are much reduced to
comply with Japanese vehicle size requirements, and the bonnet/grille is
revised to make room for the turbo under the bonnet. Remembering that
household interest rates in 1989 were pushing 17% or more, these cars
were expensive at around $60-65k.
By Chris Forsey
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The Annual Bungendore Car and Bike Show
This turned out to be a top day. There were about 300 vehicle entrants
and plenty of other entertaining activities, including bands,tug-of-war,
BMX bike stunts, stalls to keep all family members entertained for the
day.
Roll Call :Grahame Bates, Albert Nuess, Geoff Rudd, Gary & Ros Hatch, Simon
& Jantje Brown. Chris Forsey joined us for a brief look before heading onto Braidwood.
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All Holden Day 2017
This annual get together took place at Hall show grounds this year. It
was extremely well attended, the grounds full to over flowing with people and cars. There were the earliest to the latest models and everything in between, including every modification possible on display.

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Thank you to all who sent in articles for the magazine. Due to page restrictions those articles not appearing in this issue will be included in
future issues of The Wheel.
We require a few car club member profiles for our feature page. Just
sent us a picture and answer the questions that appeared in last
month’s issue of The Wheel. We would like to get one for every month.
Just send to editor@stharc.org.au

Classic Yass. All participants to meet in the car park opposite the service station
at Murrumbateman @ 8.30am for 8.45 departure for Yass. Everyone to be on
site by 9.00am. Link to Flyer and entry forms. If you wish or need to be at Yass
earlier we will see you there. If you are running a little late we hope to see you
there. http://www.visitnsw.com/events/classic-yass
Canberra Swap Meet http://www.vvcmcc.org/swapmeet/

Melbourne Cup (See STHARC Website for updates about this function

Last Mid-Week Run of 2017. Take a drive via the Federal Highway to the Driver
Reviver site at Wheatly VC rest area Lake George. Club members have offered
to do a bit of a spruce up of the Driver Reviver building. Hot water, coffee, tea
and Arnott's biscuits available for afternoon tea.
Social dinner get-together 7pm @ the Burns Club 8 Kett St, Kambah ACT. contact Max for numbers.

Marques in the Park. John Knight Park, Belconnen 9am to 3pm. Gold coin
donation, See Flyer STHARC Web

Last Ladies Coffee Morning 10am @ Federal Golf Club, Red Hill. Must book if
you intend to stay for lunch.

Sun 5th

Tues 7th

Wed 8th

Sun 12th

Fri 24th

Thu 9th

Sat 4th
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Christine Brown
0412442623

Max DeOliver
0427977763

Allan Boyd away

Men’s Coffee Morning 10am. Meet @ The Bakery & Café, Ironknob Square,
Fyshwick opposite to the vehicle entrance to Canberra Outlet Centre (what was
DFO)

Fri 27th Oct

November 2017

Christine Brown
0412442623

CONTACT

Ladies Coffee Morning 10am @ Plumb on Tennant – Unit 1, 5 Tennant St,
Fyshwick.

STHARC EVENTS

Fri 27th Oct

Day/Date

tables, picnic ware, drinks & food, sunscreen for all runs. Mid-Week runs will meet at the Guide Hall. 2 nd Wednesday of
the month at 1.15pm, leave at 1.30pm or 3 rd Thursday of the month at 10am, leave at 10.15am. Contact the Committee
if you want to add an event.

UNLESS OTHERWISE ADVISED: All STHARC runs start from QBN Girl Guides Hall, Erin St QBN/ BYO chairs,
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Queanbeyan Swap Meet & Big 3 Car Show
http://www.americancarnationals.com.au/queanbeyan-swap-meet.html
Queanbeyan Swap Meet & American Car Nationals.
http://www.americancarnationals.com.au/queanbeyan-swap-meet.html

Sat 25th

Allan Boyd away

President

Hazel Roxburgh
0430943250

Terribly British Day Queanbeyan Park, See STHARC Web for updated details

Last Club General Meeting for 2017 @ 8pm, Guides Hall Queanbeyan.

STHARC end of year function and Christmas party @ Hall ACT (See The Wheel
for flyer or see STHARC Web for details)

Sun 3rd

Tue 5th

Sun 10th

President’s Choice – Twilight Run. Location TBA

Bungendore Show

Sun 14th

Sun 28th
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MEMBERS PLEASE CONTACT THE EVENTS COMMITTEE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP OR ORGANISE A
RUN. Check STHARC’s Website regularly for details and updates. Members of Other Car Clubs are most welcome
to join STHARC on any of our club runs.

Summernats (See STHARC Web for details as they come to hand)

Sun 7th

January 2018

Lawrie Nock

Young Cherry Festival. http://www.visithilltopsregion.com.au/Visit-Young/WhatsOn/National-Cherry-Festival

Malcolm Roxburgh
0402221878

Fri 1st to Sun
3rd

December 2017

Braidwood Airing of the Quilts and Braidwood Car Show
See Web page for more information http://www.braidwoodquiltevent.org.au/

Sat 25th

Sun 26th

Last Men’s Coffee Morning 10am @ Federal Golf Club, Red Hill. Must book if
you intend to stay for lunch.

Fri 24th
Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
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A Standard Story

It was in 1947 that the Standard Motor Company launched
its most famous and successful post-war model - the Vanguard. The Vanguard was a completely new design, its exterior styling being reminiscent
of many US saloons (Plymouth). The bold four door body featured a sloping rear boot lid and a "wrap-around" grille. There is little known today
about the Standard Vanguard - a car that seems to have been forgotten by
just about everyone. Nonetheless many Australians owned one or new
someone who did - it just seems not many can remember much about
them! Standard was quick to gain success and went on to take over Triumph in 1945 - with many of the later Triumph models being fitted with
Vanguard engines and transmissions. It is often said that the Vanguard
had a tractor engine but in fact it was the other way around. Standard
adapted the Vanguard engine to fit to Harry Ferguson’s TEA tractors.
The Vanguard had a separate chassis and thoroughly modern mechanical
specification including all-synchromesh gears, front coil suspension and
hydraulic brakes. Beneath the Vanguards bonnet sat an all new fourcylinder 2088cc engine complete with overhead valves. The Vanguard was
an instant success and sold well in England and overseas. Production of
the initial Phase I Vanguard ceased in 1952 after 184,799 units had been
sold.
Standard launched a revised Vanguard "Phase II" in 1952 to replace its
original design. The new model had revised styling which looked more
congenial thanks to a "notchback" boot lid and cut-away rear wheel spats.
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Apart from having a revised gearchange and hydraulic clutch little else
had changed on the Phase II and so the model continued to sell well
both in the UK and Australia. Vanguard Phase II body-styles included a
two door and four door estate options in addition to the four-door saloon style. The saloon model gained extra interior space and a larger
luggage area, making the car an even more practical choice for postwar motorists. 81,074 Vanguard Phase II were manufactured. The
bonnet emblem was replaced with a kangaroo for Australian assembled vehicles as compared to the rocket on British cars and imports.
The new Phase III Vanguard, released in 1955, finally broke away from
the old "separate" chassis engineering layout of the two previous Vanguard models. The new chassis arrangement also allowed the engine
to sit further forward in the body, giving improved interior space. The
Vanguard III also featured revised, modern styling which benefited
from a much lower roofline than the older car. The lower roof and new
chassis design all helped save weight and improve the cars performance and fuel consumption. The 2088cc Vanguard engine, from the
earlier model along with the gearbox (although with higher ratios) but
was now offered with an optional overdrive unit, remained. A total of
37,194 phase III Vanguards were manufactured. The name Standard,
which meant “built to a standard” but unfortunately become synonymous with the “basic model” of motor vehicle, was eventually dropped
60 years after the company was founded.
Article compiled by Malcolm Roxburgh
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OTHER EVENTS THAT STHARC MEMBERS ARE FREE TO ATTEND
Day/
November 2017
Invite
Date
Sun
Cooma Motorfest | Cooma Showgrounds
Yes
4th
Bi-annual Motorfest with: Street Machines, Hot
Rods, Vintage & Classic Cars, Muscle Cars, Military Vehicles, Motor Bikes, Trucks & Trucks, Stationary Engines, Art Exhibition & plenty of stuff for
the kids. Motorfest coincides with the annual Snowy Ride (over 1000 riders and bikes
checking in through the day) & Australian National Busking Championships. http://
www.coomacarclub.com.au/
Sat 18 Southern Tablelands Vintage Farm Machinery
Yes
& Sun
Clubs Annual Rally Taralga Showground. See
19
Flyer on STHARC web for more details,
Rotary Club of Orange Daybreak committee hostFri
Yes
24th to ing “Classic Cars, Food and Wine” <http://
www.classiccars.org.au>”.
Sun
26th
See STHARC News page
Flyer
Booking
Info
Day/
January 2018
Invite
Date
City of Parramatta Council presents Carnivale 2018, to
Fri
Yes
be held on Australia Day, Friday, January 26 th. See
26th
STHARC website for further information and entry
forms. ON-LINE REGISTRATION WILL OPEN ON
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13TH

Temora Jet Boat Racing
Saturday 23 September 2017
Having only seen Jet Boat racing on television, the Boyds decided to
travel to Temora to see Round 6 of the Australian Jet boat championship
to be held at the specially built racing site at Temora.
We left on Friday with the A'van in tow behind the “Green Dragon” (VW
Caravelle), visited a friend in Harden on the way, and pulled up at Wallabadeen for a free camp. A trip to the local pub for a drink with the locals
was a must.
Continued page 21
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We were surprised to find that although the beginning of the school holidays we were the only campers for the night. We drifted off to sleep to the
sound of the semis and other traffic at the crossroads. Saturday morning
we started out with a bacon and egg breakfast, then made our way into
Temora only down the road. We arrived at the Temora Airfield caravan
park well before lunch, set up camp.
Temora was very busy as the Temora Annual Show and Swap Meet was
on for the Saturday also. The day was warming up rapidly and the weather forecast was for a high of 33!
We wandered across to the Temora Air Museum to view the special exhibition of Da Vinci's drawings and models of his machines. A fascinating
exhibition and we spent well over an hour examining how Da Vinci had
come up with ideas, specially those relating to flying, in the late 1400s
and early 1500s: including gliding, flying and a helicopter, but also a primitive car. His amazing scientific mind was well ahead of his time.
About 2.30pm we drove to the jet boat venue on the outskirts of Temora
for the afternoon practice sessions that finished around 6pm when the
main racing began. WHAT an eye opener; these jet boats are as fast as a
Formula 1 car - but on water (not much), well mostly until they overshoot
a corner and finish up on dry land or simply skim over the top of the manmade islands!
We were invited into the pits by one of the competitors who showed us
his boat; it was about 3.60m long, aluminium hull with a 450 c.i. V8 engine with twin turbos and produced in excess of 800 H.P.; other boats
were more.
The racing continued into the night under flood lights until about 9pm;
they could be heard back in Temora CBD and 3-4km away!!
Sunday we had a leisurely start. Some of the entertainment was avoiding
the sweeping magpies from a tall tree next to our A'van. We travelled to
Cootamundra via a back road. We visited Don Bradman's birthplace/
museum (former maternity hospital), then the Cootamundra Heritage Museum near the railway station. Another back road via Beggan took us to
Jugiong to our free camp by the Murrumbidgee River. There were about
40 caravans spread along the recreation area and the river, and we added our A'van.
Jugiong is now a very trendy village with many visitors coming to eat,
drink, and visit the antique shops and some very new shops recently built.
The newly renovated pub with its new owner and chef are a huge drawcard.
Continued page 27
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Our Capricorn Birdie Deluxe Caravan
Saved from the Grave
A Brief History. Capricorn Caravans, East Bentleigh Victoria.
In 1950 Joe Postner decided that he had enough of living conditions in
the Communist controlled Czechoslovakia and chose Australia for his
new home. He arrived here with nothing but the princely sum of 5 pound
in his pocket and the knowledge of his trade as a cabinet maker.
Joe’s first job in Australia was with Dick Thickens at Highway Caravans.
After gaining valuable experience and knowledge of the caravan industry, in 1962 he and 3 of his Italian friends, Messrs. Piccioni, Palmarini
and Kansi got together and founded the Capricorn Caravan. The business flourished and moved to bigger premises in Dandenong became
necessary. When Mr Kansi decided to return to Europe, the other part-

ners decided to go their separate ways and Mr Piccioni retained the
firm’s name of Capricorn. Joe Postner later opened another factory at
Moorabbin and manufactured Cambridge and Islander Caravans.

Joe & Maureen’s Restoration story

Maureen saw the Capricorn on Gumtree and liked it because it resembled the van we used on our Honeymoon. From the photos and description the van appeared fine for the $1500. So we purchased it. We collected it from Warrnambool (not exactly across the road!!). The seller lived in
Portland and said he would deliver the van to his mate’s caravan park in
Warrnambool to save us a few kilometres. We took 2 days to get there
because we travelled along the Great Ocean Road to take in the sights
and arrived in Warrnambool in the afternoon. The Proprietor of the caravan park knew nothing about the caravan nor the person who “dumped”
it there, so he reported it to the Police as a dumped abandoned van (a
very apt description). We convinced the proprietor we had paid for the
van (he had a “WHY” look on his face. Mind you, Maureen and I asked
ourselves the same question when we looked inside the van.
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The Gumtree add said “12’6” Capricorn Caravan, 3 Berth with one
Queen size bed and one single, Small kitchen with Fridge, Stove and
Sink, Very Clean Condition for age, Roof has been sealed, does not
leak, New Wheel Bearings and Light Truck Tyres, New Towing Lights,
newly registered with 12 months Rego. Tows very well, Nice and light.
Well you can’t let the truth get in the way of a good story, Hey!!
The van smelt putrid. We intended to sleep in it on the way home.
Having parted with our money and the vendor having taken off, we had
no option but to take it home.
We hooked up and after rewiring the lights we were homeward bound.
We were both furious and felt so stupid that we had trusted the honesty of the vendor. Well yes we were dumb to do it, and were upset we
had been duped. Needless to say – it will not happen again.
The road homeward. The van was very light (only because all the
original cupboards had been removed. Much to be said about creative
photography in the add).
We travelled along the highway and nearing Ballarat, I happened to
look at the left mirror. Oh gosh! (cleaned up for the readers ), the left
side of the van appeared to be moving in and out. I immediately
stopped to inspect what was going on. The bottom of the wall had detached itself from the chassis. What to do now? We decided to slowly
drive on to Ballarat where we checked into a cabin at the caravan
park. I went to Bunnings and purchased some angle brackets and tekscrews. Lucky I had my tools with me. I screwed the brackets to the
floor and wall. Next morning we headed off and had an uneventful trip
home. Unbeknown to us bits of timber from the lower van walls were
leaving a trail along the highway. We arrived home and we parked the
van in our back yard. I did not go near the damn thing for a month.
The Restoration. I removed the lower aluminium wall panel to reveal
timber leprosy in its most advanced form. I will now let the photos tell
the rest of the story. Did we do the right thing restoring it? Yes and No!
Yes because we saved a bit of caravanning history and are very
pleased with the result and now can tow it behind one of our cars. No
because it cost a good deal to do it.
Many dents in
sides on close
inspection.

page 24

The Wheel # 181

Wood leprosy

I wondered why the wall
bowed out? I guess the
holes drilled through the
frame for wiring had
something to do with it!
Weight of finished caravan with gas bottle
820Kg.

Elapsed restoration duratoo much!!

tion 3 years. Cost –
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This is the queen size!!!

That bit of rusted metal is
welded to the chassis and
originally held up the wall.

Aluminium cladding very badly
dented all over
Insulated and new original style
cupboards built
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Driver Reviver
30th September &1st October 2017
By Malcolm Roxburgh
STHARC did their annual community service at the Wheatley VC Driver
Reviver site on Lake George over the Labour Day weekend.
It was excellent weather both days apart for a bit of wind from time to
time.
I drove my tractor from home on both days and it was a bit discerning,
while sitting back watching the scenery on the Old Federal Highway go by
at a leisurely pace, to be overtaken by groups of cyclists shouting morning
salutations.
All members enjoyed meeting the public and each other discussing topics
such as heritage verses modern motoring. The ladies also enjoyed an opportunity to catch up without the interference of a general meeting to with
interrupt their talks.
Roll call for Driver Reviver 30th September 2017
Hazel Roxburgh modern, Malcolm Roxburgh Fergie tractor, Peter Toet
Rolls Royce. Geoff Rudd Valiant and Stewart Crear, Ford Escort.
Roll call for Driver Reviver 1 st October 2017
Jane Nock Bentley S2, Lawrie Nock Packard Clipper, Allan and Chris
Boyd VW Beetle, Malcolm Roxburgh Fergie tractor, Ray and Barbara Malam BMW 3000, Brian and Benita Thomas BMW 323, Lucy and Mac Rugala Chevrolet Impala, Jantie and Simon Brown Model A Hot Rod.
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STHARC MEN'S COFFEE MORNING
HOTCH POTCH in Queanbeyan on 29.09.2017
by Allan Boyd
The “Hotch Potch” cafe venue, formally the Copper Kettle, in the City
Arcade, Queanbeyan proved to be an ideal spot for the Men's Coffee get
-together. It was good value for money and the service and food were
excellent.
The conversation varied about older Queanbeyan/Canberra motoring
history and commercial vehicles. Geoff Rudd has such an interesting
past of the Hume trucking days including the annual re-enactment of
“Haulin' the Hume”.
We reminisced about how to extract an old Austin truck out of a bog using a “Wallaby Jack” and a pole between the duals, and the back yard
saw benches for firewood. Hey, they were the days of ingenuity. Now
we have a 'u beaut 4WDS' and chainsaws.
The next coffee morning in October is at Bakery & Delicatessen on Iron
Knob Street, Fyshwick and the November coffee morning/lunch is a
combined one with the Ladies Group. See the Events Calendar in The
Wheel and on the STHARC website for more details.
Roll Call: Brian Thomas, Geoff Rudd, Ian Oliver, Lawrie Nock, Ray Malam, Peter Davies, and Allan Boyd.
Continued from page 21

Temora Jet Boat Racing
Saturday 23 September 2017
Monday morning was again a slow start to travel home along the Hume.
We went as far north as Gunning where we stopped for lunch in the local showground, then home via Gundaroo.
I think this round route would make a great future overnight/weekend
STHARC run.
by Allan Boyd
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Bowling Club
Social Dinner
A great night was had by all. The meals where very good except for a
hick up lamb shanks (not enough to go around) .Maureen reckoned they
were great, when she finally got them ,but Joe had to settle for a seafood
basket. Maureen did let Joe know how good they were a few times !
There were a lot of stories being told about when our cars where young
as well as the drivers. In all a very good reminiscing night .
Roll Call

Gary & Fran Wilkins, David & Lynelle Torricke-Barton, Joe & Maureen Vaura,
Lawrie & Jane Nock, Keith & Janice Bateman, Geoff & Jeanette Rudd, Peter &
Christine Davies, Ian & Tina Oliver, Ray & Barbra Malam, Krystyna Mcleish,
Max DeOliver.
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Ladies’ Morning Teas 2017

Ladies Morning Tea
Friday, 29 September 2017
It was lovely to have our own private room at Country Heir Gifts & Café
for our monthly morning tea. Other patrons of the café were very curious
as to where all of the noise and laughter was coming from.
Ten ladies were in attendance and some wouldn’t have been eating
lunch on the day, after the rather large servings of waffles and pancakes
which they had ordered, while others were more than happy with their
choice of muffins or cake.
Attendees: Jane Nock, Krystyna McLeish, Christine Davies, Chris Hillbrick-Boyd, Benita Thomas, Barbara Malam, Tina Oliver, Nancy-Lea
Legge, Jantje Brown & Christine Brown.
As the November morning tea is our last for 2017, we will be going to the
Federal Golf Club at Red Hill. This will be a combined morning tea with
the gents.
If people are interested in staying for lunch, I can organise a table. I don’t
require exact numbers, however, I would like to hear from anyone who
thinks they may stay for lunch, so that I can give the club some sort of
idea of how many we might expect to attend.
Christine Brown
Ph: 0412 442 623 or
Email: tcbrown@optusnet.com.au
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STHARC Items Available
Items available for sale at our monthly meetings are listed on the
website stharc.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/stharc-items-for-sale-rev
-3.pdf Please let property officers Ray and Barbara Mallam know at a
meeting or ph 6238 3581 if you would like to buy or try on any items.
STHARC will celebrate Christmas with our end of
year function for members and their family on the
10th December at the Hall Pavilion, 21 Gladstone
St, Hall ACT. The plan is to arrive around 11AM with

lunch to be served at 12 noon. Please BYO drinks and
nibbles plus a salad or desert to share. STHARC will
provide the meat, Ham Chicken Beef etc., as well as bread rolls, coffee, tea
and of course Ice Cream.
SANTA will arrive at approx. 1.30PM and if you wish your child/grandchild
to receive a gift from SANTA (TO THE VALUE OF $10) please give the gift,
wrapped with name tag, ready to give, and pass to a Xmas committee
member who will ensure the gift makes it into Santa's sack.
If your planning to come along, please see Hazel at the November or December meeting or contact her before Wednesday 6th December on her mobile
0430 943 250 during business hours or her home number 02 6236 9408 after 7PM to advise who/how many guests, how many younger guests and
whether a Santa gift will be brought along. The number of children attending
is required for the gifts of lolly bags. In the past, we have tended to have
more members attend the celebration than have indicated and this
makes planning for catering very difficult. It would also be of great assistance to know what salad or desert you plan to bring to share.
There will be a prize for the best decorated vehicle and a lucky door
prize. A hamper of Xmas goodies will also be raffled. All donations for
the hamper will be greatly appreciated. Please bring
you hamper contribution to the club November/
December meeting; otherwise donations will be greatly accepted on the day.
Lucky door prize and raffles will be drawn at approx. 2PM
We ask $5 from all adults attending the Christmas
function to help offset the cost of the meal.
DIRECTIONS Hall Pavilion, 21 Gladstone St, Hall ACT
2618. Direction map

Our thanks go to all who contributed articles and photos to this
month’s publication and to the production and distribution team.
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Seiffert Automotive

All types of mechanical work done to most
makes and models of vehicles.
Authorised Inspection Station NSW & ACT.

Albert & Andrew Neuss
8 Endurance Ave Queanbeyan
02 6297 6225
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