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Editor’s Notes: Darryl Bourke
The cover photo features Ray Malam cooking on the STHARC BBQ
trailer. I had heard about this BBQ trailer and seen reference to it in
minutes, but was starting to question if it really existed or was it a
STHARC myth. While I have not physically seen it myself I am glad there
is photographic evidence that it is real, and it is being used.

Inside this edition you can read about Anne Scattergood, the club run to
Tidbinbilla and Bill’s 1965 Ford XP. Also, Lawrie challenges our
obligations when Driving heritage vehicles.
Enjoy your read and submit your article so others members can enjoy
reading your story.

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au
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Minutes of Monthly Meeting
Tuesday 3rd September 2019 @ 20:00
Attendance: 40 members
Visitors: Greg Donovan, Mick Gillespie and Renee Cole – prospective
new members who were invited to explain to members present their
interest in heritage motoring and the club.
Guest speaker – David Buckley made a presentation of his experiences
in heritage transportation in parts of the old Soviet Union covering WWII
and soviet era vehicles and some of the more resent developments.
President’s Report: Joe Vavra
Planning of Shannons Wheels 2020 is well under way. Meetings are
held at the hall on the third Tuesday of each month commencing at
7.30pm. The club is still searching for a Vice President. In the absence
of a volunteer members were asked to look at their ability to contribute.
Vice President’s report
No Vice President at this stage
Treasurer’s Report: Brian Thomas
Club is in a sound financial position. The most significant expenditure in
the near future will be the renewal of insurance cover. For the remainder
of the membership year the cash flow is expected to be outwards as
almost all of the subscription renewals have been received.
Secretary’s report: Lawrie Nock
Correspondence In: The Secretary was asked about the reported
decision of CACTMC to put out to tender the 2021 and subsequent
running of Shannons Wheels. The response was that in recent years
this event has been close to being abandoned for want of a club to take
on the planning of it. It will remain to be seen what the outcome of the
decision will be.
Reminder from CHMC about half yearly meeting of CHMC at Newcastle.
It is expected that RMS representative will be present to discuss the 60
log book trial.
Club newsletters from clubs not already using electronic transmission,
Electronic versions on STHARC.ORG.AU website. Hard copy
newsletters received available at front table for members.
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Correspondence Out:
Email messages and letters posted to members and to prospective
members about events.
Membership Secretary: Pam Corbett
Current financial membership of the club is 130. Membership cards are
available from the Membership Secretary.
Editor: Darryl Bourke
Sends apologies for his inability to be present.
Registrar: John Corbett
There have been 4 new registrations on club plates – 1935 V8Ford, 1966
Ford Mustang, 1963 VW Karman Ghia and a Mach Superliner
Registrar emphasised increasing activity of NSW RMS and Police in
removing plates from non-compliant H plated vehicles.
Webmaster: Malcolm Roxburgh
Events and activities for club members are listed on the website under
both events and Club News headings.
Property Officer: Ray & Barbara Malam

Sales of club apparel items have been steady throughout the year with a
small increase during the past two months. We have stocks of warm
windcheaters principally in ladies sizes, vests and beanies available now.
We are also in the process of sourcing a new range from local suppliers.
Our current supplier moved premises to Sydney some #me ago and
while he attends to our orders promptly, we have to pay freight on
delivery to our home and cannot see any new items in his range except
via catalogue. Shirts, polo shirts and T’s are available in a good range of
sizes now. Turnaround for orders not in stock is also about a month. In
addition, we have caps, hats, enamelled metal car badges, stick on
plastic badges, key rings and other items for purchase at club meetings.
Come and have a look.???
Public Officer: Chris Hillbrick-Boyd
Annual return has been submitted to DFT and acceptance is anticipated.

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au

page 6

The Wheel # 202

Council of Heritage Motor Clubs (CHMC)
STHARC Delegate is hoping to attend the half yearly meeting in
Newcastle but if he is unable to do so, he recommends that the club takes
some action to have a club representative present to hear first hand what
RMS has to say about the 60 day log book arrangements.
The Registrar was asked whether it was desirable for STHARC to submit
to CHMC a suggestion to vary the guidelines which CHMC currently
applies to vehicles to be considered under CVS guidelines. The origin of
the arrangements currently in place was explained. The fact is that
STHARC members are able to access the CVS via a broader set of
guidelines as applied by ACMC which STHARC members are able
access through the CACTMC affiliation.
Council of ACT Motor Clubs
CACTMC has decided that after 2020 clubs will be invited to tender to run
Wheels. Doesn’t seem to be much different from the past. The biggest
problem has in recent years finding a club to come forward to take on the
task. Can’t see why anyone including STHARC would bust a gut to
prepare a tender proposal to take it on.
Events
The plan is to return to a previous arrangement of each month holding a
club event on the first Sunday following the monthly meeting. These
events will unless otherwise notified commence from the clubhouse.
Arrival will be from 9.00am for intended departure at 9.30 am
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Planned Events
The first monthly event will be a visit to Tidbinbilla tracking station for
morning tea followed by a BBQ lunch at the site of the former
Honeysuckle Creek tracking station.
STHARC 2019 Christmas party- is to be held at Burra Sportsground.
Other planned events were outlined. The events calendar will be notified
in the newsletter but for the most up to date details members are directed
to the website.
End of month morning teas for September will be held at Fyshwick.
Steve advised that he has been discussing with the ACT historical fire
engine enthusiasts a visit to the museum and a guest speaker
presentation on their restoration activities. He also advised that there has
been an offer from a professional detailer to make a guest speaker
presentation to the club. All of these proposals were welcomed.
General Business
Applications for membership of STHARC have been received from Greg
Donovan, Mick Gillespie and Renee Cole. The President advised that the
Committee has considered the applications and recommends to the club
acceptance for membership of the club. Club
Planning of Shannons Wheels 2020 event is under way. Wheels planning
group meets at the hall on the third Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm.
Members present were invited to bring forward any other matters for
consideration as general business. No other general business was
proposed.
Birthdays and anniversaries
James C, Peta, Steve M, Joe, and Barry ‘s father celebrates his 100th.
Raffle:
John K, Barbara, Christine
Meeting closed: 9.15 pm
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ANNE SCATTERGOOD by Allan & Chris Boyd
Farewell to Anne Scattergood
11 June 1940 – 7 September 2019
Annette Scattergood, known as “Anne”, was farewelled on Wednesday 18
September at Christ Church, Queanbeyan.
The afternoon service was attended by many members of STHARC and
CACMC (Canberra Antique & Classic Motor club) as well as Anne's
extensive family & circle of friends. The combined motor clubs' members
cars were parked as a Guard of Honour around the Church and carpark
behind the Church. The Church was full to almost overflowing. Ron was
surrounded by his loving family. Daughter Maureen gave a moving Eulogy
about her mother's life, the older granddaughters read a poem, a
grandson read a prayer and favourite songs were played.
With a change of tradition, many of the club vehicles and other cars
followed the hearse through Queanbeyan to the STHARC clubhouse and
then the hearse left. Inside the hall home-made refreshments were served
in true country style and hospitality. The relaxed atmosphere provided an
opportunity for family and friends to intermingle and catch up.
Anne (and Ron) Scattergood were foundation members of both the
attending motor vehicle clubs.
STHARC Roll Call:
Boyd, Allan and Chris
VW Beetle “Ringo”
Carratt, Kenny
HR Holden ute
Corbett, John and Pam
48 Pilot
James and Grace Corbett
'48 Pilot
Cunneen, Paul
37 Ford Y
Davis, Terry
Ford V8
de Oliver, Max
Holden Commodore
Hatch, Ros and Tracey
1959 Prefect
Malam, Ray and Barbara
'74 Jaguar XJ6
McCarron, Marshall
450SEL Mercedes
Neuss, Albert and Pauline Campbell
36 Plymouth
Nock, Jane and Lawrie and Krys McLeish
'39 Packard
Thomas, John and Rosemary
'64 EH Holden
Torricke-Barton, David
Morris Minor
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Attending in modern cars were;
Buckley, David
Brown, Janjte

Forsey, Chris
Rudd, Geoff and Jeanette
Templeton, Colleen and Michael
Thomas, Brian and Benita

Winnett, Rhonda and Ronda Cornwell

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au
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IN MEMORY OF ANNETTE SCATTERGOOD
by Pam Corbett
Anne Scattergood was one of STHARC’s Foundation Members. She
played an integral role in the setting up of our club as we know it today
and dedicated many hours of her time to help the club get on its’ feet in
the early years.
Anne was Club Treasurer for the first two years. Thereafter she helped in
many of our events and runs, contributing to the fond memories we now
hold.
Ill health inhibited Anne from helping at events in the latter years, but she
loved nothing more than driving her prized cars on runs. When Anne was
unable to drive, she was chauffeured by her husband Ron.
Before her involvement in STHARC, Anne was a Life Member of the
Canberra Antique & Classic Motor Club. Actually, Anne was the first
female member of the club. Which was no easy task, as it was set up as
a ‘Bloke’s Club’, but she ‘broke through the crust’, opening the door for
other women to become involved in the Historical Vehicle Movement.
Anne was also a keen collector, attending many clearance sales and swap
meets. I do know she had a beautiful collection of oil lamps and number
plates.
Anne had a very caring nature. She bred Shih Tzu and Lhasa Apso pups.
It was not unusual on a run to see Anne with a pup on her lap being bottle
fed as it needed around the clock care.
Anne’s passing has saddened the members of STHARC, but she will
always be remembered.

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
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UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS by Hugh Spencer
October 13 — Bathurst Barbeque in Burra.
As Bathurst is considered by many as a red letter day we are holding a
barbeque at the Event Director’s home in Burra. Please bring along meat
and drink. And something to sit on. Salad and bread provided. Please let
John Corbett know if you would like to come. Cars to meet at club house
at 9:00 am Sunday for early departure to enable people to join John for
trip out in time for 10:00am race start. Please contact John for details if
you would like to come later.
November 10 — Run to Binalong Car Museum
9.00 for 9.30 departure. This is a great private museum with some very
rare vehicles including the Binalong Special. Lunch at the Binalong Pub
which has been restored and is a great old country pub. Please advise
event director regarding attendance to help book numbers.
December 3 Monthly Meeting Christmas Club Barbeque come along by 7
-00 pm and enjoy some snags on the club before the final meeting for the
year. Club catered.
December 8 — Club Christmas party at the Burra Hall.
Please advise Events Director if you would like to come along so we can
get the catering right. If you can bring along a salad or desert and advise
that would help. Usual cost recovery donation to apply please as this is
also subsidised by the club. Further details will be provided.
January — The President’s run
Details to be confirmed
February Run
It’s a secret!
March — WHEELS 2020
As STHARC is the Restorers’ club we are suggesting a restoration
theme, so people can see work in progress. So put on your thinking caps
and come and talk to the committee.
2020 overnight run options:

A two night Bathurst Orange run, a Snowy Mountains Redex re-run
ramble, or a Bright Omeo Alpine Adventure for those wanting a challenge!
Please let us know what you might like
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LADIES MORNING TEA by Christine Brown
Friday, 30 August 2019
On a It seemed that everybody was escaping Canberra and surrounds

for the end of winter, however, we eventually had nine ladies attend our
morning tea at Kynefin Café in Hall.

s well as the normal treats to choose from, there were also some
homemade Welsh cakes, which a couple of the ladies tasted. Coffees
and teas were welcomed, as the conversation buzzed all around the
table.
This café was enjoyed by all and will probably warrant a return visit at a
later date.
Attendees:
Krystyna McLeish, Sandra McInally, Benita Thomas, Kay Carratt, Ronda
Cornwell, Barbara Malam, Carole Solomons (visitor), Hazel Roxburgh
and Christine Brown
Apologies:
Lee McMahon, Chris Hillbrick-Boyd and Jane Nock

October morning tea
Our October morning tea will be at 10.00am on Friday, 25 August, at
The Baker at Sutton.
Contact for this morning tea, for
both ladies and gents, will be
Jane Nock (0479 169 874)

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
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MENS COFFEE MORNING by Tony Brown
Friday, 30 August 2019
Nine STHARC gents gathered at the Daughters at Hall Café for the
August Coffee Morning.
The weather was pleasant, sunny with a few passing clouds, so some of
the gents bought their ’classics’ out for the run to Hall.
The coffee and food at the Daughters at Hall was excellent and the
gents spent a pleasant hour or so enjoying the morning.
After the coffees, Peter Toet extended an invitation for any of the group
to meet him at his house to view his extensive collection of cars and
motor bikes, with a number of gents taking up Peter’s invitation.
Unfortunately, Christine and I had another engagement so could not
view Peter’s collection. However, while leaving Hall we passed Bill
Grzeskowiak who was just arriving in his Falcon Fairmont. A text
message to Bill let him know that the coffees had finished but he could
find some of the STHARC crew at Peter’s place. We will have to call him
late Bill from now on.
Attendees:
Peter Toet, Lawrie Nock, Brian Thomas, Barry Stewart, Darryl Bourke,
Brian McInally, Ray Malam, Malcolm Roxburgh & Tony Brown.

Apologies:
Allan Boyd and Doug McMahon
October morning tea
Our October morning tea will be at 10.00am on Friday, 25 August, at
The Baker at Sutton.

Bathurst 1000klm Supercars. TV and Bar B Q at Hugh Spencer’s place
Burra.

7.30pm Girl Guides Hall Erin St,

Taralga Classic Car Muster.

Wheels 2020 Planning Meeting.
Queanbeyan.

Crookwell Rotary Swap Meet and Show and Shine 6.30 am to 3:00 pm.
Cost Adults $5.00 children free. Show and Shine $20.00. Early
Morning departure from Club house @ 7:00 am.

Sun 13

Tue 15

Sun 20

The day kicks off at 8am. For car and bike entries. $20 entry free, enter
on the day from 6am. .

Bungendore Car, Bike and Truck Show.

OCTOBER 2019

Sat 5

Sat 5

DATE

Sean
48321566

John Corbett
0412295177

CONTACT

UNLESS OTHERWISE ADVISED: All STHARC runs start from QBN Girl Guides Hall, Erin St QBN
Mid-Week runs 2nd Wednesday of the month at 1.15pm, or 3rd Thursday of the month at 10am.

page 14
The Wheel # 202

Sunday Club Run. Binalong Motor Museum and Lunch at Pub, 9:00 for 9.30
departure from Girl Guides Hall

10am @ RnR’s Diner Village Square – Malbon Street, Bungendore.

Last Mens Morning Tea for 2019,

10am @ The Gathering Café 2/12-14 Gibraltar Street, Bungendore (this is a
couple of doors down from the Gunna Doo Bakery)

Last Ladies Morning Tea for 2019,

Hugh Spencer
0488633737

Tony Brown
0431539354

Christine Brown
0412442623

MEMBERS PLEASE CONTACT THE EVENTS COMMITTEE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP OR
ORGANISE A RUN. Check STHARC’s Website regularly for details and updates. Members of
Other Car Clubs are most welcome to join STHARC on any of our club runs. 10am to 3pm

Sun 10

Fri 29

Fri 29

Jane Nock
0479 169 874

Mens Morning Tea
Our October morning tea will be at 10.00am on Friday

Fri 25

November

Jane Nock
0479 169 874

Ladies Morning Tea
Our October morning tea will be at 10.00am on Friday

Fri 25
Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
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SEPTEMBER CAR CLUB RUN by Hugh Spencer

A lovely sunny day for our run, in part to celebrate the landing on the
Moon. Many thanks for the wonderful feast proved by participants to
accompany the kilos of Club Sausages rapidly consumed in the nippy air
of Honey Suckle Creek. All vehicles managed the big climb well although
the Events Director’s vehicle did live up to that English tradition rather
enthusiastically! This has now been rectified. It was noted that some
small Fords very much led the way. Great to see smaller cars on a club
run.

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
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Attendees included:

John and Pam Corbett
Ray and Barbara Malam

Ford Pilot
Barbeque trailer Big Thankyou

Paul Cuneen
Max De Oliver and Maree Burke
Bev Lang and Hugh Spencer
Grace Corbet and Blake

Ford 7Y
Commodore
Atlantic
HSV Ute!

Malcolm and Hazel Roxburgh

Modern
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CLIMBING TO SEE THE STARS
A cheery start to the first spring run. The run was well attended.
Tidbinbilla is always a pleasure to visit and explore the exhibits. The
group enjoyed the BBQ cooked to perfection by Ray Malam, with Barbara
and ladies arranging the salads, buns etc shared. An added pleasure
was the company of the local wildlife. Having the BBQ trailer along was
reminiscent of runs of the past. Looking forward for more to come. We
soon packed up and departed as the sun descended, reminding us of the
altitude and the chill that comes with it. Was a very pleasant day out,
touched with a bit of history.

Article by our Travelling Correspondent — Pam Corbett

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
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I’M JUST A STEERING WHEEL
I’m just a steering wheel. A steering
wheel. And you’re my captain. Behind
me you’re the lord and master of a
miracle. You can make me take the
kids to school. You can turn me down
the sunny road toward town. With me
you can guide your goods to the
market place. You can rush the sick
to be healed. You can go in minutes
to places hours away. You can do
magic.

Yet, in the blink of an eye, in the tick of your watch, I can turn deadly killer.
I can snuff out the life of a kid still full of life—maybe YOUR KID. I can
twist a smile into tears. I can deal out death like the plague. And I’m no
respecter of persons. A child, a grandmother, even YOU, my friend…. It’s
all the same to me.
I’m sensitive. I respond instantly to the hands you give me. Give me calm
hands, steady hands, careful hands… and I am your friend. But give me
unsteardy hands, fuzzy-minded hands, reckless hands … then I’m your
enemy, a menace to the life, the happiness, the future of every person,
every youngster riding, walking, playing.
I was made for pleasure and usefulness. Keep me that way. I’m in your
hands. I’m just a steering wheel. And you’re my captain . Behind me
you’re the lord and master of a miracle … or a tragedy. It’s up to you.
For the holiday driver from the Russ Tyson’s Australian Christmas Book. 1965

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au
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1965 FORD XP by Bill Grzeskowiak
I have owned my dear old XP Fairmont for the best part of 40 years and
this is our story.
The first time I saw the car it was in the front carpark of the Carrington
Commercial Centre in Queanbeyan. I stopped and walked over to have a
closer look. It did not have number plates and it must have bee sitting for
quite a while as the tyres were nearly flat. It was not locked so I opened
the doors to check them for rust and view the interior. No rust at all plus
the interior was in really nice condition except for the cracked dashpad.
1965 was the first year of the Fairmont so this was a rare car. Exclusive to
the XP Fairmont as standard features were:
 Padded dash;

 Perforated headlining;
 Padded sun visors;
 Chrome interior rear vision mirror;
 Carpets;

 Reclining bucket seats;
 Centre armrests;
 Rear door trims with armrests;

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
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 Seven interior lights;
 Power disc brakes; and
 Walnut applique glovebox, radio & instrument cluster.

When I opened the bonnet I was very surprised as it was all complete and
original. No modifications at all and all intact!
The XP Fairmont only had one engine and gearbox offering being the
Super Pursuit 200 cu. In 6 cylinder and a Borg-Warner 35, 3 speed auto.

Once I acquired the vehicle I drained all fluids, coolant, engine oil,
transmission oil and differential oil. Flushed the brake fluid and drained
the fuel tank. Removed the front hubs and bearings, cleaned and
repacked them with new grease. Greased the front suspension, steering
box, and tail shaft uni-joints. Also replaced every filter and then
dismantled the carburettor to put a kit through it.
With all news fluids in place including fresh fuel in the tank, I was ready to
see if it would run. But first I removed the spark plugs to squirt some oil
into each cylinder. Cranked it over several times to prime it up before
putting new spark plugs in. With a little fuel poured directly into the
carburettor the engine soon fired up and eventually settled to run nice and
smooth.
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Next step I thought was to attempt to give it a test drive around the block
so I began a slow and gentle drive to test the function of the auto
transmission. I was pleased to feel that it was shifting up through its gear
changes smoothly, which was very satisfying.
Over the next couple of days I road tested the car a few more times with
good results. It was driving real well so I figured the Fairmont was ready
for rego inspection. With a new set of tyres it successfully passed rego
inspection.
Prior to this I ordered personalised number plates of EXP-065 for the
Fairmont. These were presented to me after I payed the rego and third
party costs. It was now time to start enjoying driving the Fairmont.
The Fairmont became my daily driver for many years becoming a reliable
and loyal old friend. Over the years it has taken me many places such as
Sydney, Melbourne, south coast and riverina areas but the biggest trip
was to Perth across the Nullarbor.
I lived in Perth from 1994 to 2000 and the Fairmont never failed me. Once
I returned to Queanbeyan I arranged the re-issue of the EXP-065
numberplates I paid to place in storage.
My dear old XP Fairmont served me well and deserves a full sympathetic
restoration but for now I keep it alive and
functioning to be appreciated, admired and
preserved for the future.

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
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PRESIDENTS AWARD
I have chosen, for the Presidents Award, a member who has put in such a
significant effort on behalf of STHARC and the motoring club movement in the ACT
and surrounding region to make Wheels 2019 happen. No guessing that person is
Max de Oliver. With no clubs putting up their hand to run the event, STHARC did.
Max almost single handedly carried out the lion’s share of the planning and
coordinating the event. Admittedly many members assisted on the day and did
brilliant work of it. Max acknowledges other clubs did their bit marshalling on the
day and that the CACMC left him with a good paper trail from 2019 Wheels.
Max congratulations, and thank you for an outstanding effort for a successful event.
You and your team put STHARC well and truly on the map as a club that is mature
and capable.
Joe Vavra
STHARC President

Photo above taken at the presentation dinner of Max de Oliver receiving
the President’s Choice Award.
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DRIVING HERITAGE VEHICLES by Lawrie Nock
For many of us, it isn’t until you sit down and think back that you realize
just how much motor vehicles have changed over the last 50 or 60 years
that some of us have been associated with them.
My first car was a 1956 VW Beetle. It handled well once you learned how
to drive it and it stopped very well. Compared to many of the other new
cars made in the mid 1950s, it was brilliant. The safety technology of the
day revolved around not getting into an accident in the first place and if
you did, hoping that you would not get too badly hurt bouncing around
inside the car or being thrown out. Drum brakes were the go on nearly
everything and most of them didn’t work if you had been through a puddle
and worked only marginally better if dry. The cross ply tyres fitted to
nearly everything kept the rims separated from the dirt or in more civilized
regions the bitumen. Seat belts were sometimes worn by drivers of racing
cars. Interiors were mostly of steel and were not designed with
passenger safety in mind. Basically these were pretty deadly devices.
We managed to kill as many as 1000 people per year on NSW roads
without too much effort.
How vehicles have changed. When one of our members told me how his
nieces were intrigued to discover the there was no button to wind the
windows down and that the ignition did not need to be on to open the
windows with the fancy window winder handle, I started thinking about
just how much things have changed.
Some of my older cars have had less passenger safety, braking and
general handling capacity than I like but I accept these things as part of
the package of heritage motoring. I am fortunate enough to have been
driving when many of what are now heritage vehicles were the latest and
greatest thing. Not everyone is so fortunate. Even for those who have
been around for long enough to have experienced the older technologies,
very few would have driven during the last 20 years, a vehicle
manufactured prior to the mid 1970s
The differences are substantial and for the unwary the dangers are
significant. Consideration needs to be given to how the risks are dealt
with. When I acquired the 1939 Packard I mentioned braking capability
as something which I expected would require a driver adjustment by
myself. I was told that the brakes would stop the car well from 70 miles
per hour but that I would need to stop for a coffee break after doing it.
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I asked if the braking was so frightening or difficult that I would need to
take such a break. It was explained to me that the reason for the coffee
break was to let the brakes cool down so they would work next time. It is
a very long time since I drove a vehicle which suffered from brake fade in
use. I suspect that all but a few of the drivers on the road to-day have
never experienced the sensation.

Photo of 1956 Volkswagen beetle from the Internet

One way of dealing with the hazards old technology vehicles have is to
ban them from public roads and it is my understanding that there are
some places in the world where there is a move in this direction. The
society could lose a lot with such a course of action. Fortunately this is
not the only way of dealing with vehicles which do not have the latest
technology built in.
Those with an interest in heritage motoring might serve their interests well
by looking for a more reasonable solution to the issues of road sharing by
old and new technologies. It is unreasonable to expect that owners of
modern vehicles will make themselves aware of the limitations of old
vehicles.
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As examples of the types of changes we have seen in vehicles which are
still able to be driven on public roads, it was not until the late 1920s that 4
wheel braking became generally available on new motor vehicles,
hydraulic braking followed some time later, radial ply tyres were not
common until the 1960s, disc brakes were not generally available on new
cars until the 1960s , seat belts were not required to be fitted to motor
vehicles until the late 1960s. The introduction in Australia of ADRs in the
early 1970 led to numerous changes in the safety of motor vehicles.
Very few people would have driven this century, a vehicle manufactured
prior to the introduction of ADRs. Ignorance of the limitations of the older
vehicles is an avoidable risk factor.
One way of protecting the community may be to impose on the drivers of
older vehicles, an obligation to establish the skills needed to safely
negotiate modern road usage with the limited technology of those older
vehicles. This is an area where heritage motoring and many of the
marque clubs might reasonably take a lead by providing a driver
endorsement for certain types of vehicles which are no longer common on
public roads. Something similar is already done with heavy vehicles. It
may not even be necessary to have a formal licence to drive older types
of vehicles. Establishing some form of driver accreditation may avoid the
imposition of more drastic measures as the number of drivers familiar with
older vehicles and their limitations diminishes. I submit for consideration
the idea that heritage motor clubs in particular, should examine whether it
is relevant for standards to be established for the safe operation of older
types of vehicles which are no longer commonly available to the general
public and whether driver endorsements should be introduced for the use
of vehicles outside of the normal range of safety and handling capabilities.
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