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Editors Notes: Darryl Bourke
Centrefold.
In this edition I am pleased to be able to re-introduce the “centrefold”,
which is of course the calendar of events. We are very fortunate in
Australia with COVID under control to the extent that we can start
scheduling events again. As a caring community, STHARC will run these
events while strictly adhering to the appropriate COVID requirements.
This is very reassuring given most of us are in the more susceptible age
bracket. I look forward to catching up with fellow members at these
coming events.
Story Obligation
Following on from the requirement for membership applicants to attend
and present at a STHARC meeting, accepted new members now have
an obligation to write a story about their vehicle/s and self for the
WHEEL. This will help existing members in making new members
welcome into our family oriented club.

Having a better
vehicles makes
methodology to
acceptable way.

understanding and knowledge of members and their
for a stronger club. To this end I am looking for a
extend this obligation to existing members in an
Interested in your thoughts on this.

Cover photo is of a Velocette motorbike on
display in a period mechanics workshop at
the Inverell National Transport Museum.
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PRESIDENTS REPORT
Dear Members
Hope this copy of the Wheel finds you all still healthy.
Again, not too much has happened since last month.
Things are starting to look a bit more promising on the COVID restrictions,
if you can believe the media. Hopefully when restrictions are lifted more,
we hope people will be sensible and not cause a resurgence of COVID
pandemic and thrust us back into where we have just been.
The committee is still meeting and dealing with day to day matters on your
behalf.
If you haven’t renewed membership then two things will occur. Firstly, this
will be your last copy of the Wheel and secondly, if you have a vehicle
registered through STHARC it will be deemed as unregistered. If you
have an accident, even if it’s not your fault - your insurance will be in
question.
We need a new club Secretary for when we eventually have our AGM. So
if you can take minutes and report on them; and deal with
correspondence we would love to hear from you. If we don’t have a
Secretary then we may not be able to function. The choice is yours.
If you have changed your contact details or your vehicles then let the
Membership Secretary Maureen know - mausie.vavra@bigpond.com.
Please keep sending your stories to our Editor Darryl. Also very
importantly, our Events Director Hugh wants to know if you have ideas on
what runs we could go on. Even longer duration runs over a number of
days will be welcome as ideas.
This is your club so please contribute in some way.
Details of our Annual Christmas gathering will be out within a week or two.
So keep an eye on the website.
Well that’s it for now. Keep safe. Joe Vavra.
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COMMITTEE NOTES
The STHARC Committee met and dealt with a number matters. These
are the items the members should be aware of.
1. Position of Secretary is currently vacant and is being attended to by
the President. Members need to seriously look at how they can help
the club and put their hand up to be Secretary.
2. The STHARC bank account is remaining healthy with $13,443
balance. The printing of the WHEEL and postage being about $300
per month. Insurance is around $1000 per year. This all amounts to
about $40 per member.
3. Christine Brown has been appointed Treasurer before Brian Thomas
leaves town in the coming months. That was done so they can do a
handover.
4. Current membership is 139. Membership Secretary also gave
statistical breakdown of member HSV vehicles (reported elsewhere in
the WHEEL)
5. The prospect of and unlikelihood of an AGM this year was discussed.
Our Public Officer Chris will be contacting the Dept of Fair Trading for
advice.
6. There will be no Christmas Party this year. All is not bad because
Hugh Spencer has planned a Christmas Picnic at the Uriarra East
recreation area on Sunday 13 December. ACT restrictions are
friendlier than in NSW.
7. For club runs and coffee morning see the WHEEL and Website.

8. New members now have an Obligation to write a story about their
vehicle/s and self for the WHEEL.
9. Editor would like all members to write a profile of themselves and cars.
Usually we only learn of their interesting past at their funeral. Car
stories or travel tails still needed for the WHEEL.
10.CRS 60 Day usage scheme for ACT vehicles expected to be launched
around 1 July 2021.
Cheers, Joe
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AROUND THE WORLD IN 573 DAYS by Hugh
Episode 11 Across the Bamboo Curtain
China and into the darkness
Vietnam; Saturday 8th of July 2017: it’s 10pm as we board the late night
train into China. The first leg is Hanoi to Nanning, a 12 hour journey.
There are no westerners on the train. This isn’t the usual route for tourists
and for good reason. It takes a certain degree of madness to spend half
the night in border customs. But if we want to continue our global
overland journey there are few options. It’s around midnight and we have
gone to bed in our pyjamas. The train stops and we belatedly realise that
we have to get dressed fast and disembark with all our gear for
Vietnamese exit customs. We are last off but the process is pretty
smooth. And so after a bit we are all allowed back on.
At 3am I am reminded of the Berlin wall, there are high overhead arc
lights which pierce the blackness and yet it’s still black. As western aliens
we line up separately. The Chinese customs officials are polite and pretty
efficient. After all our documents are checked it’s late – or very early. The
train stays at the station till 5am and our journey continues through the
mountains. Vietnam rural scenery has a wild slightly scruffy organic look.
This is squares and rows of order. There is precision and thought in what
we see. The plants understand this. Our journey today involves some 6
trains, some high speed at 310k! as we travel all the way north to
Guangzhou and then to Hong Kong.
The train stations become more like fancy airport stations. They are vast
with at times 20 high speed trains that load around 1500 people in
minutes. You learn to line up early, go through the barriers and stand on
the correct spot so you can embark swiftly into your correct carriage. We
learn to jostle with the Chinese. All happy moos heading down the race
to the next destination. We chat to the people around us and this
becomes a common theme in China. Everyone is very friendly. A student
with a stand-up ticket regularly makes lengthy weekend trips home to see
family. The cost for her is almost nothing. Her journey is equivalent to
commuting from Sydney to Albury! We have preloaded Google translate
applications so communication is rarely a problem. Some even upload
English to improve the two way interaction. We see no westerners. But
feel completely safe. Indeed China in the whole time we are there feels
completely safe. Different, very different. But quite okay.
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Hong Kong was sampans, that fabulous harbour and we are tourists
again going on tours etc. We don’t bother shopping because we can’t
carry it. Our memories are our souvenirs. After nearly a week we are
heading across the country to Chengdu.
China is vast. It’s about 1.25 times bigger than Australia. But unlike
Australia it has city regions with populations that are equivalent to the total
population of Australia. We travel on a mixture of slow speed overnight
trains and high speed ultra-modern trains. As we progressively and
circuitously explore the country we climb the high rice paddy terraced
mountains at Guilin, spend a week on a slow boat down the vast Yangtze
river through the Three Gorges and even start to decipher a little Chinese!
The language is tonal and there is a clear structure once this is explained
Ma Mi … With purpose, given time, I think a primitive understanding of
the incomprehensible is indeed possible. The terra cotta warriors are we
discover like the Pharaoh’s pyramids, a vast statement about a perceived
afterlife. There is a certain impressive common hubris. Well worth the visit.

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
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During our journey on one overnight train I realise that a near
compartment has a problem. The Chinese train officials are clustered
around. I realise that they are American women. An older woman is in
pain and the other young model is incapacitated with a severe cold. She is
70 and has fallen while trying to climb up to the top bunk. I cut up train
thongs to make a splint while Beverley uses her hospital skills. It’s a 40
hour trip and they are frightened to get off the train they have no
insurance…
Finally Beijing! and no sky scrapers. We wonder around Tiananmen
Square, it is epic vast and there are pretty gardens off to the side.
Laughing school groups rush from monument to monument. It’s a place of
memories and I know what you are thinking…We head across the road
opposite the square to a fancy restaurant. Pretty much everyone else is
wearing a nice green uniform in the green restaurant. The food is good.
The Forbidden City is packed with locals and various tourists. It’s big, but
the paint is peeling and there is little grandeur to the place. I am not
impressed. It feels like an empty shell that has been picked bare. No
emperors here.
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We experiment with food as we travel. Some food we find has excessive
salt for our taste, but Hot Pot in a local café is really excellent, sort of a
very spicey Laksa crossed with a stew. Brilliant. Beverley is the
adventuress and tries freshly toasted scorpion on a stick. She goes back
for seconds while the scorpion’s wriggling mates look on. I wimp out…
The cities are clean and slick. People dress well and clearly clothes are an
important statement. Our drab travel gear is strictly functional. Hard
wearing and designed for multiple environments. China is at times very
hot, 43 degrees C and 98% high humidity! The airconditioned malls are the
only option when it’s like this! Never the less the Yangtze voyage is a
must do. The fabulous gorge known as the Kui Gate with its vast
mountains features on their 10 Yuan note. It truly is a mystical place and I
can just imagine a Chinese dragon surveying river travellers far below …
hmm breakfast. This fast flowing river is so vast that it literally splits the
country in two. To the south are the rice eaters and rice paddy fields. But
to the north it is noodle country as the drier conditions support wheat
growing. The locals are defined by their food! Sounds a bit like North
Queensland beer! I prefer rice.

Heading further north again sees us climb the Great Wall of China at
Mutianyu. This section of the vast wall is further inland in the mountain
region. It is one of the most photographed sections with impossibly steep
sections requiring hands to traverse the wall which simply climbs straight
up mountains. It is truly one of the most spectacular things we have seen.
The motivation of the Chinese to keep back the marauding Mongol hordes
must have been dire to build such a structure. It is one of the highlights of
our crazy world adventure.
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EVENT DIRECTORS REPORT by Hugh Spencer
Woohoo after many months of COVID restrictions some restrictions are
becoming more workable.
So the good news. We are now going to have some club activities again in
November and December. In the ACT now up to 200 people can
congregate in a public space in accordance with COVID guidelines. In
NSW numbers are limited to 30 so this is still an issue for STHARC. So for
the remainder of 2020 all activities will be held in the ACT.
The annual Christmas party cannot be held for 2020 due to restrictions in
place in NSW.
The club plans to have monthly meetings again from February 2021.
These may be held in the ACT. Further advise to be provided.
Upcoming Club events
November 12th Thursday
Morning tea 10:00 am at Gang Gang cafe in Downer. Booking not
available so we will fill up the space within their COVID limit. Contact
editor for further information.
November 15th Sunday
Meet at club house at 9.30 for 10:00 am picnic run to the Cotter. Club
barbeque trailer will be attending and club will provide sausages bread etc
which will unlike previous runs be managed along Bunnings sausage lines
by designated members wearing appropriate protective gear. Members to
bring along their own salads drinks and desert which will not be shared.
Recommend members bring along folding chairs and tables
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December 6th Sunday
Terribly British day to be held in Queanbeyan park please contact Horsch
if you wish to attend. See flyer in this edition of the Wheel for further
details. It is especially important that members provide details to
organisers to facilitate NSW COVID compliance
December 13th Sunday
9.30 at club house 10.00 dep
Christmas barbeque at Uriarra East picnic area. This will be run like the
November run. The club barbeque trailer will be attending and club will be
providing sausages and onions etc Members are to self cater for salad
drinks etc. Plates provided.
All members must use hand sanitizer please and bring sense of humour.
Do not come if you have any possible symptoms or have been potentially
exposed to COVID19.
Please make new members welcome at these club events.
Any questions please contact me.
Hugh Spencer
Event Director

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
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Sunday
15th

Thursday
12th

Day/Date

Meet at club house at 9.30 for 10:00 am

Recommend members bring along folding chairs and tables.

Bring along your own salads, drinks and desert which are not to be
shared.

Club barbeque trailer will be attending and club will provide plates,
sausages, onions, bread and sauces. Unlike previous runs this BBQ
will be managed along Bunnings sausage lines. Only the
designated members wearing appropriate COVID approved gear will
serve the sausages, onions, bread and sauces to you.

Picnic run to the Cotter.

Booking not available so we will fill up the space within their COVID
limit. Contact editor for further information.

This is a combined ladies and men's morning tea.

Shop 4
2 Frencham Place,
Downer 2602

10:00 am at Gang Gang cafe in Downer.

Morning Tea

NOVEMBER EVENTS

BYO chairs, tables, picnic ware, drinks & food, sunscreen for all runs.

All STHARC runs start from the Queanbeyan Girl Guides Hall, Erin St Queanbeyan.

UNLESS OTHERWISE ADVISED:

Hugh Spencer
0488633737

Darryl Bourke
0408264393

CONTACT
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Meet 9.30 at club house for 10.00 departure.

All members must use hand sanitizer. Do not come if you have any
possible symptoms or have been potentially exposed to COVID.

Bring along your own salads, drinks and desert which are not to be
shared.

Club barbeque trailer will be attending and club will provide plates,
sausages, onions, bread and sauces. The BBQ will be managed
along Bunnings sausage lines. Only the designated members
wearing appropriate COVID approved gear will serve the sausages,
onions, bread and sauces to you.

Our Christmas barbeque will be held at the Uriarra East picnic area.

Christmas Barbeque

Please contact Horsch if you wish to attend. It is especially important
that members provide details to organisers to facilitate NSW COVID
compliance. See flyer in this edition of the Wheel for further details.

Terribly British Day to be held in Queanbeyan park.

Terribly British Day

DECEMBER EVENTS

Hugh Spencer
0488633737

Horsch
horstkirchner@
grapevine.com.
au

CONTACT

MEMBERS PLEASE CONTACT THE EVENTS COMMITTEE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP OR
ORGANISE A RUN.
Check STHARC’s Website regularly for details and updates.
Members of other car clubs are most welcome to join STHARC on any of our club runs.

Sunday
13th

Sunday
6th

Day/Date
Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
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SUNDAY 6th December 2020

The Best of British Cars & Bikes

10 am to 2pm in the Queanbeyan Park
Lowe & Campbell streets
Proudly Presented by the Triumph Car Club ACT,
acttriumphcarclub@gmail.com, Supported by CACTMC
Gold coin or better collection for, RESPITE CARE for QBN.

Please Consider the wellbeing of those around you,
and follow the State Covid 19 safe rules.
Printed & supported by
National Mailing & Marketing, Hume ACT, 1300 131 616

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.

STHARC XMAS BBQ – SUN 13DEC
@ URIARRA EAST PICNIC AREA
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OUTBACK NSW by Darryl Bourke
Long Straight Roads
On the first of October I set out with three other motorbike riders to
circumnavigate north-western NSW. The first night was in Balranald. We
rode there via morning tea in Harden and lunch in Griffith dropping down
onto the Hay plains to head into Balranald. I knew the Hay plains was a
long straight road with flat scenery so no surprises. The setting sun in
our vision was not good at the end of a long day in the saddle. Lovely
green grassed area near the river was an ideal for our first night in tents.
Next day on the way to broken Hill the roads became even straighter, and
the countryside even flatter. Is the world really round I thought to myself
as the horizon stretched on forever.
The traffic now as mostly four wheel drives, often pulling a caravan,
transport trucks, and long semis.
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Pro Hart’s Rolls Royce
Our fourteen-day adventure took us to many interesting places with
overnight stays in Balranald, Broken Hill, Tibooburra, White Cliffs, Bourke,
Lightning Ridge, Moree, Grafton, Port Macquarie, Qurindi and Hill End.
While we each had our camping gear, including the billy for a cup of tea,
we did spend a couple of nights in motel accommodation. The Qurindi
overnight stay in a once aged care facility was an interesting experience.
It did make you think!!!

In Broken Hill I visited artist Pro Hart’s gallery and saw his hand painted
Rolls Royce.
Douglas DC3
At Moree we found a Douglas DC3 parked at the Amaroo Tavern. Why
not?

Lightning Ridge
Our journey included visiting artist John Murray’s house in Lightning
Ridge now owned by Mel and Susie.
These two characters entertained us with comedic antidotes, poetry and
singing. Also fed us with copious amounts of scones jam and cream.

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
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National Transport Museum
Visited the National Transport Museum while in Inverell to see the 120+
exhibits of cars, trucks, fire engines, motorcycles, bicycles, pedal cars,
scooters and transport related items.
The museum also houses varied display's such as antique dolls and
wedding dresses, a decorated cake display, working model train, sewing
machine collection and large library with rare manuals.
Definitely a must visit place for STHARC members.

Photo below of a 1906 Dayton Motor Buggy built in Chicago
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Crossley Engine
In Bourke we watched the historical Crossley engine start up. It is a
diesel/oil four stroke two cylinder 6,562 cubic inch engine producing
138bhp at 260rpm. A 6-ton flywheel sits between the side by side
cylinders.
It took two men to start the engine. It appeared that the man were
manually injecting compressed air into their assigned cylinders, in a well
orchestrated manner that slowly increase the rotation speed to the point
where it self ignited the fuel mixture.
What looks to me as a fuel injector in the photo below is actually the
pump for the oil lubrication system.

Photo below of the Woollen Mill in Nundle which is still operating.
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This very basic suspension I saw at the National Transport Museum. It
looks like the Hossack/Fior design that separates the suspension from
the steering forces. My BMW K1300S calls it “Duolever”, however it is a
bit more refined than this!
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1950 PREFECT UTE by John Corbett & Hugh Spencer
Prefect Mechanics to the rescue
This month a couple of STHARC members were requested to see if they
could help out a fellow Prefect owner whose car had failed to proceed. As
Prefect Mechanics are somewhat thin on the ground and most modern
mechanics are not familiar with 70 year old simple mechanics we agreed
to visit Sydney with a load of parts filling the Colorado in our quest.
The 1950 Prefect ute had originally come from Tasmania and was now
the promotional vehicle for a 3 dimensional printing business. The car had
special significance because the business back in the 1950s had used
such a vehicle for more conventional printing.
So with a 6:00 am start your hero's headed off wondering just what was in
store. Well after being introduced to David Currie the business owner and
discussing various thing Prefect like wonderful steering and brakes in
Sydney we started. Well Prefects need sparks to start, a means of
rotating the engine and of course stuff that goes bang correctly. After
some quick sucking of an indeterminate vintage it was quickly deduced
that there was stuff in the tank but that it wasn't making the journey. So
quick removal of said fuel pump and it was quickly deduced that it was
despite new valves sucking air not fuel.
New seal and a carby clean and replacement of a missing screw and hey
presto one happy Prefect ticking over. Very happy customer. The
adjoining radio station was apparently less happy to have Prefect revving
up their ratings! David thought it was a character building opportunity for
them!
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STHARC VEHICLES
We have 180 NSW historic registered vehicles and 32 ACT historic
registered vehicles.
The graph below shows the breakdown of STHARC vehicles registered
under the Historical Vehicles Scheme (HVS), by vehicle age, as a
percentage of the total.
STHARC have no vehicles in the Veteran class being pre 1919.
Vintage vehicles are those made in the period 1919-1930 while post
Vintage is classed as the period 1931 to 1949.
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Seiffert Automotive

All types of mechanical work done to most
makes and models of vehicles.
Authorised Inspection Station NSW & ACT.

Albert & Andrew Neuss
8 Endurance Ave Queanbeyan
02 6297 6225
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