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Editors Notes: Darryl Bourke
We are in 2021.
A lot changed in 2020 and you can be sure there will be changes in 2021,
because that is life.
Change can be exciting, and unsettling. Exciting such as deciding to
buying a car (Vintage, old or new). Unsettling is often associated with
change that you have no control over such as loosing a loved one. In
either case change is ongoing, as is time, so look for the positives and
embrace them.
To herald in 2021 changes I have initiated a slight change to the cover of
the Wheel magazine. Did you notice?
The car industry is also going through change, for example Bentley plans
to go from being the world’s largest producer of 12-cylinder engines to
having a fully electric range and being end-to-end carbon neutral[1].
STHARC will also undergo change as well with changes to President,
Secretary, Treasurer and Publishing lead happening.
We can reflect on the achievements and strengths of STHARC to date
and with YOUR help, continue its success in 2021. Give it a go and get
involved in change.

Note [1] From article by Derek Fung, journalist for CarExpert .

Cover photo shows a “missing’ motor from
under the bonnet. Instead in contained a
well organised picnic lunch.

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au
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PRESIDENTS REPORT
Dear members, I don’t know about yourselves, but I am glad 2020 is
behind us. I haven’t heard of any of our members who have succumb to
the Corona Virus and that’s great.
We attended the President’s Run to Black Mountain Peninsula on Sunday
17 January. We were not the only ones who thought it was a great venue.
The place was packed but we found a lovely spot to set up our picnic
under the shade of the trees, overlooking the calm lake, the paddling
ducks and swans and children playing on the inflatable playground on the
lake. Another car club, Canberra Antique and Classic Motor Club, were
also there but positioned at the end of the peninsula.
The temperature was perfect and our club members attended in a
reasonable number. I counted 10 vehicles. The discussion varied from
Happy New Year to what have you been doing with yourselves. Everyone
came with their own tucker and hot and cold beverages and fold up tables
and seats. It was quite entertaining watching some of the tables being
erected or dismantled, reminding me of Meccano days gone by. But, in
the end, each table was very functional.
STHARC has been in hibernation long enough. I have communicated with
a few venues about holding our meeting in their premises and sent
options to the STHARC committee for consideration. There were eight
committee members in attendance at our run so we discussed venue
options for a club meeting, since we are unable to use the Girl Guides
Hall. After speaking to some members about options, most were NOT in
favour of using a Club facility because they considered it a possible risk to
their health.
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The Jerrabomberra Community Hall was offered to us by Queanbeyan
Palerang Council at a discounted hourly rate. It was agreed unanimously
by the committee members present, that the offer be accepted. It is
located at 25/31 Jerrabomberra Parkway, Jerrabomberra. We will hold
our Monthly STHARC meeting there on Tuesday 2nd February, starting
at 7:30 for 8pm. Obviously there will be COVID considerations we have
to comply with.
I ask that if you are not feeling too crash hot that you let us know but stay
home.
Since the Australia Post deliveries are not as regular as they used to be, I
would have already sent members an email saying all the above.
I’m quite excited as I imagine you are at getting things rolling again. See
you there. If you want to have a Tea or Coffee before or after the meeting
you need to bring your own. There is hot water at the venue.
Ronda Cornwell, STHARC’s long serving coordinator for mailing our
WHEEL each month is “calling it a day” and will no longer be fulfilling that
role. I need you to consider taking up the role for the members. Please let
me know now if you can do this otherwise the Wheel may not arrive at
your address in future. We also still need a Secretary.
Well until we meet, stay safe
Joe Vavra

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au
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AROUND THE WORLD IN 573 DAYS by Hugh
Episode 13 Siberia
Far northern Mongolia and we are on the Trans-Siberian train. It is early,
early morning as we wake up in our carriage. The train has abandoned
us. We left Beijing so long ago with a big train with engines and
carriages. Now there is just our lonely carriage on this empty platform on
the edge of Siberia. There is no one! Just our few traveling companions.
Our Mongolian crew have taken their engine and left us… It’s all very
Russian. There’s a semi abandoned village with a few white washed
buildings. A graveyard like old teeth and cyprus pines looking out across
scraggly fields. The contrast with China where everything is so so neat,
where the trees grow in regimented lines naturally is profound. A dark
green ancient Russian locomotive rolls into the station and there are
border guards everywhere. There are many guards for every
compartment. We are outnumbered! Never the less people are efficient
and while there is a no nonsense air about things, it’s quite okay too.
Processing is pretty quick and we embark on the next leg of our journey
into Siberia. We shall be travelling not for days like crossing Australia; but
weeks! This journey now takes us from far eastern Asia ultimately around
a third of the globe to Europe. The distances are immense. And this
railway was built before the Russian revolution over 100 years ago,
during the era of the last Czars! There were no roads then and there
barely are now. In winter this is basically the only way across.
As we travel through the deep dark forests, we pass abandoned dachas
(weekenders) on our way to Irkutsk a very old major city of the Czars that
was the centre of the major trading route into Mongolia. The city on the
Angara river is also just south of Lake Baikal the largest fresh water lake
in the world. To call it a lake is to misunderstand its vastness and its
extreme depth. This single lake represents some 20% of the earth’s fresh
water! It is our next destination at the sea side town of Listvyanka. Here
Russians, not tourists lie on the hot pebble beaches soaking up the
Siberian summer sun before plunging into the icy depths of Lake Baikal. I
am told that if you go walking in the lake you will get an extra 5 years of
life. If you swim you get another 10! If you survive.
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I join them and dive out into the lake as a real Aussie should. No one else
does! Its brilliant and the sea as I swim out is like crystal jade as you look
down into the depths of this clear water, but I only go so far. I know how
utterly frigid that water can be and I have swum in enough dams to be
aware of thermal layers and my naked skin. And my dams never freeze
over metres deep! After swimming several times I retire to the market
where we dine on omul, a local fish indigenous to only this lake. With
Russian beer, life is superb and people are very friendly.
We board the train again and slowly head out towards Krasnoyarsk in
central Siberia. These cities out in the far east have been and still are
centres for industrial development including nuclear weapons programs as
recently evidenced by the large explosion that blew up a research facility.
Stalin exiled many of the intellectual elite to these far eastern cities. The
result was that they became centres of culture and learning. And to our
surprise, really lovely cities with beautiful parks and much to see. We
travel on to Yekaterinburg and visit the extraordinary ‘Church on Blood in
Honour of All Saints Resplendent in the Russian Land’. This vast golden
church was built with the patronage of Vladimir Putin some 85 years after
and on the site where the Romanov family, the last Czars, of were brutally
executed. Resplendent with icons, it is very much worth visiting. There is
no glossing over the brutal past. Russia clearly values its cultural history
and identity. This is so refreshing to see after China where so much is just
an empty tourist attractions.
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DECEMBER CHRISTMAS PARTY 2020
This year the annual Christmas get together was held at the Event
Director's and wife's home in Burra. Many thanks to Bev Lang for the
assistance provided to make the event so successful.
A vast quantity of fantastic Binalong sausages provided by the Club were
consumed. Wide ranging discussions were held on what was a perfect
day.

Although Santa was still in quarantine, it really felt like a Christmas event
and a much needed counterpoint to 2020.
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The barbeque also include a lengthy tour of the farm's collection of classic
scrap and the many projects in progress.
One august member even commented that the director had as many
vehicles as him. Hi praise indeed! Although it should be noted that that that
member's vehicles actually do have all their respective wheels and correct
bits as opposed to the event director who since childhood has had a
tendency to pull things apart to restore at some future date!
There were close to 50 people who attended the open air event which
nicely fitted into NSW COVID compliance requirements in force at that
time.

Cheers all
Your Events Director
Hugh Spencer

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au
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EVENT DIRECTORS REPORT by Hugh Spencer
Blank blank blank...
Goodness We still have a car club??
Well if the recent STHARC Christmas party is any indication, then we
most definitely do. There was a great turn out of members in December in
Burra with around 50 people and the recent President's Black Mountain
Pennisular run in January had 10 cars. So despite COVID lingering and
being imported to play tennis at the Australian Open... STHARC is still
running!

There clearly is a need for the Events Director and the rest of us to press
on regardless.
And so for 2021 we will at this stage continue to run events each month
and depending on the vagaries of lockdown rules, group meeting rules,
wind direction, bad hair day rules and don't panic Mr Merryweather.... We
shall do something or some things each month. Which is all a bit vague
and rubbery, but I shall endeavour not to be courageous, as it is not my
role to take risks with your safety in these most uncertain times.
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Ladies and Gents Morning Tea
Friday, 26 February
Red Baron Café 10:00am
As the Covid restrictions gradually ease, we can begin to have our
monthly morning teas once again, given the correct protocols.
A morning tea for both ladies and gents will be held at 10.00am on Friday,
26 February 2021 at Red Baron Café, 2 Faulding Street, Symonston.
There is plenty of room inside and outside this café for us to have our
separate tables.
Faulding Street is off Canberra Avenue, Fyshwick. There is some parking
at the front of the café (tight spaces) and there is a large carpark at the
rear of the café, however, it is pay parking ($1 per hour). The pay parking
area is huge and you could safely park your club cars with probably
nobody beside you.
As Christine has taken on the treasurer’s position with the club, this will
be the final morning tea organised by Tony and Christine Brown.
If you would like to see these morning teas continue (and they have
always been a popular event), please put up your hand and have your
turn at doing something for your club.
Coffee and Cake
March 19 Friday
Coffee and Cake at Sutton Bakery.
Meet 10:00 am at bakery.
Ladies and Gents.

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au

Friday
26th

Tuesday
2nd

Day/Date

Faulding Street is off Canberra Avenue, Fyshwick. There is some
parking at the front of the café (tight spaces) and there is a large
carpark at the rear of the café, however, it is pay parking ($1 per
hour). The pay parking area is huge and you could safely park your
club cars with probably nobody beside you.

There is plenty of room inside and outside this café for us to have our
separate tables.

A morning tea for both ladies and gents will be held at 10.00am on
Friday, 26 February 2021 at Red Baron Café, 2 Faulding Street,
Symonston.

Ladies and Gents Morning Teas

Obviously there will be COVID considerations we have to comply with.

Address 25/31 Jerrabomberra Parkway, Jerrabomberra.

We will be holding our Monthly STHARC meeting at the
Jerrabomberra Community Hall starting at 7:30 for 8pm.

Monthly STHARC meeting

FEBRUARY EVENTS

BYO chairs, tables, picnic ware, drinks & food, sunscreen for all runs.

All STHARC runs start from the Queanbeyan Girl Guides Hall, Erin St Queanbeyan.

UNLESS OTHERWISE ADVISED:

Tony and
Christine Brown

Joe Vavra
0407331048

CONTACT
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9.00am to 1.00pm .

Wheels of Wamboin

Ladies and Gents.

Meet 10:00 am at bakery.
APRIL EVENTS

Coffee and Cake at Sutton Bakery.

March 19 Friday

Coffee and Cake

MARCH EVENTS

The Canberra Antique and Classic Motor Club, one of the largest
vehicle clubs in the Capitol Region, has taken on the task of hosting
Wheels in 2021.

People attending the event will also have the opportunity to attend the
Queanbeyan Multicultural festival which is a short walk from the
showground.

Queanbeyan Showground 10:00 am to 1:30 pm

Shannon’s Wheels 2021

Joe Vavra
0407331048

CONTACT

Hugh Spencer
0488633737

CONTACT

Bob Alexander:
rjacgs@hotmail.co
m

MEMBERS PLEASE CONTACT THE EVENTS COMMITTEE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP OR
ORGANISE A RUN.
Check STHARC’s Website regularly for details and updates.
Members of other car clubs are most welcome to join STHARC on any of our club runs.

Saturday
17th

Day/Date

Friday
19th

Day/Date

Sunday
28th
Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
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AUSTIN ATLANTIC by Hugh Spencer
Engine rebuild
The event director has continued during COVID to rebuild the engine of
the Austin Atlantic. The 2.7 litre 4 cylinder engine was later used
fortunately in the first of the big Austin Healeys. This has meant that
obtaining parts from the UK for this exceptionally rare car has been
relatively easy and not too expensive.
After machining at Phillip Heads, the engine now has new pistons,
bearings, seals, bronze guides and many other components. I have
additionally replaced studs and many stressed bolts to ensure reliable
operation. I soon plan to bench test the engine before installation.

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au
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On other news of things Atlantic
And yes I have bought another and yes it's a convertible. This car is 99%
well 95% well mostly complete! It has its original complete drive train
including the complex hydraulic system used to raise windows and the
folding roof.
The car is literally the car that was only driven to Church on Sundays.
The last owner being a priest! But it's not all roses. Indeed total
restoration is required with significant welding which is normal for an
Atlantic.
What is also required is a little road trip... to York ... Western Australia...
perhaps another car club run... are you mad enough to come along!
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MY 1987 MERCEDES 300E
The story about our 1987 Mercedes 300E. By Eddie and Marion Francis
It was originally purchased in Victoria and stayed there through 3 owners
until my brother gave it to us.
My brother lives in the Gippsland and purchased the car from an estate
sale in 2016. He is what many would call a backyard mechanic and loved
to work on vehicles.
In 2017 he was advised that he has terminal cancer and wanted to start
tidying up some of the possessions so that his wife would not have to.
We journeyed from Queanbeyan to the Gippsland with our eldest
granddaughter who was learning to drive and got a lot of experience on
highway and country road driving.
Having never owned a Mercedes we were very surprised at the extras
that a European vehicle of that age possessed. A first aid kit, fire
extinguisher and electric sun roof being a few that spring to mind.

Unfortunately unbeknownst to us the Mercedes had a hole in the radiator
so on the journey home it was a case of fill up the radiator and check the
fuel.
We made it home without any trouble though.
When we put the car in to get the radiator fixed it was found that there
were quite a few mechanical problems that we couldn't afford to fix at the
time so the Mercedes resided in our garage whilst our newer cars spent
summer and winter outside in the weather.
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Late last year we decided the time was right to repair the vehicle and put
NSW rego on it. A few.... dollars later she was roadworthy and one of my
other brothers mentioned to us that we could join a car club, obtain
cheaper registration and join in on club activities. (he is a member of a
Cootamundra club).
This sounded like a wonderful idea as we have often attended displays in
the showground or Queanbeyan Town Park.
And that brings us to now.

Image above from the internet of a Mercedes 300E may be like Eddie and Marion’s.

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au
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TERRIBLY BRITISH DAY by Allan Boyd
6 December 2020
Queanbeyan Central Park, Queanbeyan
presented by the Triumph Car Club of the ACT Inc
The weather on the day suited the British occasion changing from 29C on
Saturday to 19C on Sunday, so jackets and scarves were appropriate for
the chilly and windy conditions.
Many British vehicle marques were represented, ranging from the smaller
ones, Morris and Mini Minors, to the grander ones, Bentleys, Rolls Royce
and Aston Martins, and with everything in between. Total count was
approximately 230 vehicles.
In addition, British motorcycles ranged from BSA Bantams, Triumphs,
Nortons, AJS, Ariels to a Brough Superior, with a total of approximately
36 machines. Not be outdone, one Grey Fergie tractor was on display
also.

Catering was in keeping with cool and windy conditions with a hot food
outlet and a hot & cold drinks van – all popular.

Photo from TBD article by Horst Kirchner, December 2020
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Presentations were made at 1pm; Shannons Insurance was the major
sponsor.

•

Ladies Choice trophy was selected and presented by QPRC
Councillor Trudy Taylor to Phil & Rose Turner for their Triumph
TR3A.

•

Gentleman's Choice trophy was selected and presented by ACT
motoring enthusiast Mick Gentleman for a Morris Minor Low Line.

•

Best Motorcycle went to Peter Davey for his 1939 Brough Superior.

•

Best car selected by the Triumph Car Club Committee and
presented by “Victor the Viking” went to Ian Kenny for his 1928
W.O. Bentley.

•

The “Club Shield” was selected and presented by the Triumph Car
Club Committee to the MG Car Club of the ACT.

Selected charity for the event was 'Respite Care for Queanbeyan' which
had several volunteers collecting donations on the day.

In all a most enjoyable day, and the public took the opportunity to get out
and about to wander amongst the many British vehicles on display and
chat with their owners.
Thank you to the Triumph Car Club of the ACT for presenting the TBD
display, especially to Horst Kirchener for his major role.
STHARC Roll Call (as spotted by Allan):
Allan Boyd

1949 Ariel Motorcycle

Paul Cunneen

Ford

Chris Forsey

Jensen Interceptor

Brian McKinley

Morris Minor

Ray Malam

Jaguar

Albert Neuss

Grey Fergie

Chris O'Rourke Rolls Royce
Ian & Tina Oliver Bentley
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OBTAINING MY LICENCE by Tony Brown
How I obtained my Driver’s Licence
It was 1967 and a seventeen year old Tony was going to take his driving
test.
I was a reasonably competent driver because I had grown up on a 48
acre property on the banks of the Georges River at Milperra in Sydney’s
west. The property contained three houses and a number of sheds that
were linked by a network of dirt roads, so from around the age of ten I
started driving around the property. By the time I was legally able to get
my driver’s licence I could drive any type of car, truck or tractor, but I had
not driven very much on public roads so lacked the road skills required to
pass a driving test.
Two lessons with Bankstown based ‘Barnes’ driving school and the
driving instructor, Trevor, reckoned I was ready to take my driving test.
Back in 1967 driving tests were carried out by the local Police, and Trevor
used Belfield Police Station because he knew the officers there were fair
and reasonable.
Belfield Police station is located in a side street just off the Hume
Highway. Now I’m not sure whether you are familiar with the Hume
Highway, but in 1967, after Parramatta Road, it was the next busiest road
in Sydney.
I would be using Trevor’s HD manual station wagon for the test and
Trevor had strategically placed a couple of ‘Barnes learn to drive stickers’
on the rear side windows so you could line the stickers up with the rear of
a parked car and then turn in perfectly for a reverse park behind the car.
Before the test Trevor took me along the highway and we practiced
reverse parking using the stickers, plus a couple of hill starts and in one
of the back streets a few three point turns so that I was familiar with the
area and then it was off to Belfield Police station for my test.
I’m sitting nervously in the waiting room of the Police Station when out
comes a big, burly Police sergeant who was going to test me. Now most
people get a constable or a senior constable, no not me I get a sergeant,
so I’m thinking to myself that there is no way I’m going to be good enough
for this sergeant to give me my licence, so I’ve lost all my confidence. The
sergeant and I walk out to Trevor’s HD and the test started with a couple
of road rules questions which I got right, so the sergeant said okay sonny
you passed the first part of the test so now you can pull out of the Police
Station and head up to the Hume Highway.
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Belfield Police station may have looked like this
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We got underway and I turned onto the highway and drove along in the
line of traffic. I changed lanes a couple of times and the sergeant seemed
happy with my driving so far. As we made our way along the highway he
said that at the next shopping centre I was to find a parking spot and
reverse park into it, which I did with no problems, thanks to Trevor’s
stickers. The sergeant then got out of the car and told me to wait in the
parking spot until he returned. I didn’t know what was going on and
thought that I had failed the test, but I did as instructed and waited. A
number of minutes went by and the sergeant returned carrying a box of
groceries. He had gone into the local fruit shop and bought his week’s
supply of fruit and vegies.
The sergeant then got back in the car and said, now then sonny I want
you to pull back out onto the highway and head to Enfield, which was the
next suburb along, and I was to again find a parking spot and reverse
park into it, which I did. The sergeant again got out of the car and this
time headed to the local butcher and purchased his week’s meat supply.
After returning to the car he instructed me to pull back onto the highway
and then turn left at the next side street. In the side street I completed a
couple of three point turns and then we headed back to the Police
Station. After a couple more road rule questions the sergeant informed
me that I had passed my driving test and I was to fill out the licence
application form to get my licence, which I did.
So the day had a happy ending all around. The sergeant was able to do
his weekly grocery shopping and I got my driver’s licence.
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MANY PLACES by Joe Vavra
I have been in many places, but I've never been in Cahoots.
Apparently, you can't go alone. You have to be in Cahoots with
someone.
I've also never been in Cognito. I hear no one recognizes you there.
I have, however, been in Sane. They don't have an airport; you have to
be driven there. I have made several trips there, thanks to my children,
friends, family and work
I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump, and I'm not too
much on physical activity anymore.
I have also been in Doubt. That is a sad place to go, and I try not to visit
there too often.
I've been in Flexible, but only when it was very important to stand firm.
Sometimes I'm in Capable, and I go there more often as I'm getting
older.
One of my favourite places to be is in Suspense! It really gets the
adrenalin flowing and pumps up the old heart! At my age I need all the
stimuli I can get!
I may have been in Continent, and I don't remember what country I was
in. It's an age thing. They tell me it is very wet and damp there
Cheers
Joe
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Seiffert Automotive

All types of mechanical work done to most
makes and models of vehicles.
Authorised Inspection Station NSW & ACT.

Albert & Andrew Neuss
8 Endurance Ave Queanbeyan
02 6297 6225
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