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Editors Notes: Darryl Bourke
We’re Back.
How good was it to see each other again at the February general
meeting. It has been some time since we have been able to hold a
general meeting due to COVID, and now the Girl Guides hall is
unavailable due to renovations. This means our next general meeting is
on 2 March 8pm at the Jerrabomberra Community Centre again.
Having our general meeting highlighted the need for a secretary, please
consider taking this on. Chris Boyd took minutes of the meeting and
extracts of these are included in this edition of the wheel. The full minutes
should be available on our web site.
Notes from our monthly meetings as well as from CACMC and CHMC
have been a big component of the Wheel, up to the COVID
restrictions. Taking on the editors role almost three years ago, I relied
heavily
on
interactions
with
the
then
secretary,
Lawrie
Nock. Coincidentally it was Jane Nock who introduced me to STHARC.
As Lawrie and Jane have stepped back from active committee positions
in STHARC I want to publicly thank them for their time, effort and
enthusiasm I have witnessed.

Cover photo: The idea of a VW van
(Kombi) came from a Dutch VW importer,
Ben Pon, who did a rough sketch of a rearengined box on wheels and presented it to
VW chief Heinz Nordoff in 1948.
Ref page 14.

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au
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Minutes of General Meeting
Tuesday 2nd February 2021 @ 20:00
President’s Report: Joe Vavra
Joe Vavra said it was time to get-together as a Club and, as the Guide
Hall was still not available, he arranged with the QPRC to hire a room in
the Jerrabomberra Community Centre. When Joe received the account
for February and March it was reduced to a total of $75. To meet Covid
requirements, everyone needs to wipe their chair and return to the stack,
as well as any tables used.
Club Secretary position remains Vacant – this is an important role within
the Club and Joe asked for someone to please consider taking on this
role. Council Delegate to the ACT Council of Motor Clubs Vacant. The
Wheel is the Club's main communication outreach to members.
Joe wished to thank Ronda Cornwell and Jane Nock who have been
stalwarts behind the monthly mail out of The Wheel. Rhonda Winnett
and Krys McLeish have volunteered to continue this valuable work. Jane
Nock said a few words about the value of getting together to undertake
the newsletter mail out. Joe stated that with the easing of Covid
restrictions STHARC can work towards holding an AGM.
Treasurer’s Report: Christine Brown
Christine Brown is the new Treasurer, taking on this position following the
resignation of long-term Treasurer Brian Thomas. Christine provided a
basic recap of activities over the past 12 months, including the change of
banks and the healthy balances. Main outgoings were Girl Guides,
Printing, Postage, NSW & ACT Motor Council Affiliation fees, Insurance
fees, Trailer registration, and Website fees.
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Secretary’s report:
Vacant
Membership Secretary: Maureen Vavra
Maureen Vavra reported that STHARC has a total 127 members:
10 foundation members; 3 lifetime members and 124 general members.
Editor: Darryl Bourke
Editor needs stories for The Wheel and urged members to send in about
their vehicles – current and previous, as well as how they obtained their
first driving/riding licence
Registrar: John Corbett
John Corbett stated that he spent a busy time renewing vehicles despite
Covid. He viewed Pat O'Brien's Holden that is an excellent example of
home restoration. There are now 5,000 vehicles on the NSW CVS
(modified scheme). Although tractors and other machinery are currently
on historic registration, RMS are reviewing this conditional registration
and may withdraw them from historic registration, but it is not gazetted to
date. .
Webmastaer: Malcolm Roxburgh
Nil report
Property Officer: Ray Malam
Ray Malam said he has plenty of Regalia available and please contact
him for your needs. .
Public Officer: Chris Hillbrick-Boyd
Nil to report.
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Events Director: Hugh Spencer
Hugh Spencer reported that planning events is a challenge under Covid
with numbers allowed indoors and outside changing with little notice.
Successful get-togethers have been Goulburn, Christmas picnic (moved
to Hugh & Bev's home), and President's Soiree. Hugh is looking for
members' input of ideas. Suggestions were local runs: such as bbq
lunch, and picnics.

Upcoming Events:
Sunday 28 February Shannons Wheels 2021, hosted by CACMC, at
the Queanbeyan Showground.
Sunday March 14 longer run to Cowra for the day.
Friday March 19 Coffee & Cake at Sutton Bakery
Saturday April 17 Wheels of Wamboin.
Requested members interested being part of the Events Committee:
Mick Travers put up his hand and said he had some ideas for events.
Anyone else interested please contact Hugh personally.
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General Business
Question raised about the 60 day log book in the ACT – Allan Boyd
advised that hopefully it will be introduced by mid year. Allan agreed to
be the interim ACT Council Delegate.
Monthly Morning Teas: February is Christine and Tony Brown's last
month: Friday 26 February at the Red Baron, Symonston – see The
Wheel Calendar.
Friday 19 March at Sutton Bakery: organiser Hugh Spencer – see The
Wheel Calendar.
Thank you to Christine and Tony for 4 years of time and effort.
April onwards: Brian and Sandra McInally agreed to coordinate Monthly
Morning Teas from April. Look for future Morning Teas in The Wheel.
Thank you to both Brian and Sandra for taking over from Christine and
Tony.
Joe thanked Laurie Nock and Pam Corbett for all the work, time and effort
they have both dedicated to STHARC.
The Meeting showed its
appreciation in the usual manner.

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS
We should be able to hold an AGM in August - if we cannot we will need
to write to NSW Fair Trading for an extension.
NSW Fair Trading announced that all associations AGMs (from the time
of March lockdown) were exempt for 2020 so long as financial statements
for 2020 were presented, together with 2021 financial statements, at the
2021 AGM

Below are extracts from NSW Fair Trading website:
Associations.

Incorporated

Financial reporting requirements
Incorporated associations don’t have to apply for time extensions to hold
2020 annual general meetings (AGMs) or submit annual summaries of
financial affairs.
Associations may conduct their 2020 AGM when COVID-19 restrictions
are lifted or present 2020 financial information to members at the 2021
AGM.
Use of technology
Until 25 March 2021, associations may conduct committee meetings and
general meetings using technology even if this isn’t stipulated in their
constitutions.
Members must still be able to participate for an association to using
technology, such as Zoom or Skype meetings.
Voting
Associations may also pass ordinary and special resolutions by either
postal or electronic ballot even if this isn’t currently stipulated in their
constitution.
The postal or electronic ballot must be conducted in accordance with
Schedule 3 of the Associations Incorporation Regulation 2016.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hi Members
The meeting in February, it was great to seeing your smiling faces again.
Things are moving slowly on the COVID restrictions front but we will get
through this together.
By now WHEELS will be over for another year. How time flies.

Our next general meeting at 8pm on 2 March will be at the
Jerrabomberra Community Centre again. If you would like a coffee or tea
you will have to bring your own however there is hot water available.
That’s the best we can do at this stage.
Well I have little else to say at this stage, so stay safe and see you in
March.
Cheers

NOTE FROM REGISTRAR
new logbooks
The RMS have been issuing the new logbook when renewing your rego
you also get a new certificate of approved operations Both the logbook
& new certificate must be in your car at all times. The logbook must be
filled in when your car is been used. The logbook doesn’t need to be
filled in if the is been used for a club event
John Corbett

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au
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EVENT DIRECTORS REPORT by Hugh Spencer
News Flash
Your COVID Events Director is going AWOL.
Essentially I cannot organise car club runs for March or April or May that
rely on me attending. I will be travelling interstate too much and on a
flexible time schedule. My travels will take me also to WA! Planning events
and coordinating with my travel with STHARC and COVID is simply not
feasible.
So it is especially important that people step up and really act as contact
to say yes they will go on an event or better still organise a run for a
month.
We have a club barbeque trailer which is available for club runs and with
consultation with Ray Malam he may be able even bring it.
So I have pencilled in some events for the coming months listed on page
11. (Next page)
But if someone wants to put their hand up and take of my role completely I
would welcome their new ideas enthusiastically. I would be happy to assist
in a support role if they should wish.
I am also exploring options for STHARC to meet up with our neighbouring
regional clubs. Last year we had a very successful weekend with
Braidwood. We hope to do similar things this year.
Your Events Director in absentia
Hugh Spencer
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Events Calendar
March 14th Cowra Japanese Gardens meet at club house 8.30 for 9.00
start. Status: self organised President will ask for show of hands at March
club meeting to see who is going.
March 19th Coffee and Cake Sutton Bakery meet at 10:00 at Bakery
STHARC Editor will be attending should be full filling
April 17th Wheels of Womboin. Womboin Community Hall off Norton
road. Just front up. Lots go it's a great event.
April 18th Yass Swap meet at the Yass Showgrounds!!
April 25th Nerriga Pub run meet Goulburn car club members. status to
be confirmed
April coffee and Cake. Brian and Sandra McInally will advise
May club run Tony and Christine organising this and have further details

Saturday
& Sunday
6th & 7th

Friday
19th

Sunday
14th

Tuesday
2nd

Day/Date

Gates Open 9am, flying starts approximately 11am
Flying ends approximately 4:30pm, gates close 5pm

Displays from more than 50 aircraft, including the RAAF Historic
Collection at Temora, visiting private Warbird aircraft and current
serving RAAF assets.

Temora Air Force Centenary Showcase

Online

0408264393

Coffee and Cake at Sutton Bakery.

Meet 10:00 am at bakery.

Darryl Bourke

TBA

Joe Vavra
0407331048

CONTACT

Coffee and Cake Ladies and Gents.

meet at club house 8.30 for 9.00 start.
Self organised President will ask for show of hands at March club
meeting to see who is going.

Cowra Japanese Gardens

8pm at the Jerrabomberra Community Centre

STHARC Monthly meeting

MARCH EVENTS

BYO chairs, tables, picnic ware, drinks & food, sunscreen for all runs.

All STHARC runs start from the Queanbeyan Girl Guides Hall, Erin St Queanbeyan.

UNLESS OTHERWISE ADVISED:
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Tony and Christine Brown organising run

MAY EVENTS

CONTACT

Sandra and Brian
McInally

Ladies and Gents morning teas

9.00am to 1.00pm .

Joe Vavra
0407331048

Online

CONTACT

Wheels of Wamboin

Entry forms available on council’s website

In conjunction with Temora Antique Motor Club

CHMC Annual Rally 8-9-10-11-12th April 2021

Council of Heritage Motor Clubs NSW Inc (CHMC)

APRIL EVENTS

MEMBERS PLEASE CONTACT THE EVENTS COMMITTEE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP OR
ORGANISE A RUN.
Check STHARC’s Website regularly for details and updates.
Members of other car clubs are most welcome to join STHARC on any of our club runs.

TBA

Day/Date

Friday
30th

Saturday
17th

Thursday
8th to
Sunday
11th

Day/Date
Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
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KOMBI MICROBUS

by Ian Robinson

1971 Volkswagen Microbus
“I’ve still got the old microbus in the shed” said John “I’ll have to get rid of
it one day.” “Well, don’t give it away” I replied, “old kombis are worth more
than you might think.”
It was 2014 and I was visiting my good friends John and Rosemary, who
had been my History and English teachers in my last years at high school
– excellent teachers and wonderful people who made a lasting impact on
their students. At that stage, I had no intention of becoming a kombi
owner; my passion was for VW Beetles. But the VW virus set to work and
before long I was asking questions.
The vehicle in question was a 1971 eight seater right hand drive VW
microbus purchased new in Germany by John’s brother David when
David, his wife Anne and four young children had a twelve month
secondment to the UK. David had arranged its purchase through a VW
dealer in Sydney and picked it up in Frankfurt on New Year’s Eve 1970.
(VW year models started in August, so this was a 1971 model.) The
microbus travelled extensively around Europe and the UK before being
shipped home to Australia. When David and Anne upgraded to a 1978
VW microbus, the 1971 bus passed on to John and Rosemary and
served as the family car for them and their four children until the late 90s
when it was retired to the farm shed. The microbus’ capacity and good
ground clearance made it useful around the property (although John
assures me he never carted sheep in it!) and the six rear seats made
managing kids easier on long trips – it was ahead of its time with social
distancing!

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
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The VW transporter (or kombi as it is known to most Australians) was
initially introduced in 1950 as a basic commercial vehicle, adding a
second model to VW’s production line. The idea of a VW van came from
a Dutch VW importer, Ben Pon, who did a rough sketch [cover picture] of
a rear-engined box on wheels and presented it to VW chief Heinz Nordoff
in 1948.
The first transporters (now known as ‘splitties’ for their split windscreen)
were produced from 1950 to 1967 and included delivery vans, single and
double cab utes, microbuses and the kombi (a delivery van with windows
and removable seats which could carry either people or cargo). Before
long, specialist companies began offering camper, ambulance and other
variants. Over the 17 year production run a total of some 1.83 million of
the first generation transporters were built, with the motor being
progressively upgraded from 1100 cc (25 bhp) to 1500 cc (44 bhp).
Despite their low power, very ordinary handling and poor safety
attributes, splitties have become the iconic ‘kombi’ and now sell for
stratospheric prices.

In August 1967, VW introduced the second generation transporter, the so
-called ‘Bay window’ model with a one piece windscreen. While still
adopting the same overall configuration of a box on wheels with an aircooled rear engine, the Bays were arguably not as pretty as their
predecessor, but they were a little larger and streets ahead of the first
generation transporters in performance, comfort, handling and safety.
Almost 2.5 million Bay window transporters were built between 1967 and
1979, with the motor being progressively upgraded from 1600 cc to
2000cc.
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Early Bay window transporters carried over the small oval tail lights from
the late Splitties (until August 1971, when the tail lights were enlarged
substantially) and had their front indicators below the headlights (until
August 1972, at which time the indicators were moved above the
headlights). Reflecting the front indicator placement, the early Bays are
commonly known as ‘low-lights’ (-not to be confused with ‘low-lifes’!)
In 1979 VW introduced a third and final generation of rear engined
transporters, moving to a water cooled engine in 1982, a model which the
American magazine Car and Driver ambitiously described as ‘the
Porsche 911 of vans’ (!). After producing 1.2 million third generation
transporters, VW finally abandoned the rear engine format in 1990, with
the introduction of the all new front engine fourth generation transporter.

The fact that John and Rosemary’s microbus was a low-light in very
original condition, which had been in the one family since new and which
belonged to people who had been very significant in my formative years,
made the temptation irresistible and I added the vehicle to my collection.
After some 15 years sitting idle, it took only a new battery and an oil
change for the motor to start and run. With John’s assistance, the
microbus was trailered to Beetle Exchange in Fyshwick where, with new
brakes and a number of other repairs, it was made roadworthy.

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
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Next the microbus went to Mark Oliver Restorations, Queanbeyan, for
minor panel repairs and a back-to-metal respray. The bus was originally
white with red upholstery, but I opted to have it repainted Ascot Green (a
pale green) with a Polar White roof (colours used on Australian produced
VWs of the period). The worn red upholstery was replaced by TMI
reproduction upholstery in grey. John’s brother David was kind enough to
give me the vehicle’s original (oval) German number plate.

This was my first experience with a full restoration of an old vehicle and
the amount of time and skill involved was an eye-opener, giving me
enormous respect for those skilled enough (and patient enough) to
undertake this work. As painful as it is, writing the cheques is clearly the
easy part of a restoration project.
Driving the microbus is great fun, sitting up front and up high. With the
1600 motor, nothing happens in a hurry, but you cruise along serenely
and, somehow, you can’t help but smile and chill out. Perhaps this is
why kombis were so popular with the hippies and surfers?
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AROUND THE WORLD IN 573 DAYS by Hugh
Episode 14 Moscow and the unexpected
We sleep on the train with 4 to a compartment. More snores. The train is
warm as we rattle across the vast plains. There are no animals. No cattle.
No goats. No wild life. Very little farming activity. I suspect that the
winters are too cold and with the collapse of communism the shared
farming of the Kolkhozes or collectives has not been replaced with free
enterprise farming. There is a vast untapped potential for food production
not seen anywhere else in the world. The land looks magnificent. But of
course winter is coming.
Moscow. I was expecting grey featureless buildings, not chic cafes. I was
expecting John Le Carre and dirt and grime like New York. But the city
was fresh with flowers and parks and gardens and sunlight and amongst
other things, the best most fabulous, most extraordinary, toy store in the
world. It was built, well for children and their imaginations. You enter via
the coloured pencils, huge stories high in Lubyanka Square.

Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.
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There is a toy train inside for children to ride and loose their parents and a
central atrium not unlike the Queen Victoria building in Sydney. It has the
best coffee and patisserie café this side of Paris. Divine… Red Square
and the Kremlin is fantastic to see. But the square is much smaller than
movie expectations. I like it.

While exploring the Art Deco underground, we stay in Moscow for
several days. I take time out and navigate myself out into the wild to find
the Museum of Retro cars, a vast collection from the Soviet era. Housed
in virtual hangers not too far to walk from the Metro, the collection is
slightly shabby, but well worth the effort. I see 1 or 2 other people while I
am there. There is a vast range that includes commercial, Soviet,
Eastern Block, American, European but no Australian vehicles! Notable
vehicles include the Packard clones - cinematic movie vehicles which
were large Packard style utes with old 16 mm movie cameras on tripods.
Perfect for filming the Olympic games or other appropriate news reels.
Clever full-size dioramas. A family taking their Skoda on a camping
holiday with Russian camping gear. And a lot of stuff including many
rare and very valuable classics.
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We now catch the overnight train to Saint Petersburg. After the shabby
Trans-Siberian, this uber modern double deck monster of a train is a
shock. By far the biggest carriages we ever see in our world adventure.
Last time we were here it was Leningrad and Nevsky Prospect the vast
main street was grey and shabby. The Soviets ignored Saint Petersburg
and it was the best thing they ever could have done. Because the grand
city of the Czars has survived unlike few others. LIfe stopped in 1917 and
now it will be preserved for all time as the magnificence of this city is now
being restored. It is truly one of the greatest cities in the world.

Its 1:00 am and we are joining the annual White Nights Festival. We head
out on the Neva river as fireworks accompany the fabulous illumination of
the many classical buildings built along the river or the grand canals that
flow through Saint Petersburg. Our boat is just one of hundreds jostling for
a good view of the road bridges opening to allow river free traffic passage
overnight. There are lights everywhere. It is quite magical.
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We spend a day immersed in the Hermitage, truly the grandest palace of
them all and a magnificently maintained museum. After wonderful food and
great experiences it is time to leave and finally after these many months,
head across the Baltic sea into Europe. We are heading to Helsinki on the
overnight soviet ship. But there is a surprise in store. The ship is very old,
1950s I think. But we think hang the expense and let’s go out to dinner. It’s
a full extraordinary gastronomic experience with many fine Russian
Caviars, Champagne, every fish you could imagine and total indulgence.
This old ship as it rumbles across the Baltic truly eclipses anything we later
have on the new Cunard liner. The food is extraordinary and so
unexpected. Yes we absolutely loved Russia and the people we met.
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WHERE YOU ARE
The bar graph below illustrates the general areas where STHARC
members live.
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Seiffert Automotive

All types of mechanical work done to most
makes and models of vehicles.
Authorised Inspection Station NSW & ACT.

Albert & Andrew Neuss
8 Endurance Ave Queanbeyan
02 6297 6225
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