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President Joe Vavra 0407331048 

Vice President Vacant   

Public Officer Chris Hillbrick-Boyd  

Treasurer Christine Brown.  0412442623 

Membership  Maureen Vavra 0438331045 

Vehicle Inspector Albert Neuss 6297 6225 

Property Officers Ray & Barbara Malam 6238 3581 

Secretaries 
   Correspondence Pam Corbert  secretary@stharc.org.au  

   Minutes Chris Hillbrick-Boyd  

Registrar John Corbett 6297 7285 registrar@stharc.org.au  

Webmaster Malcolm Roxburgh 6236 9408 webmaster@stharc.org.au  

Editor Darryl Bourke 0408264393 editor@stharc.org.au  

Events Director Vacant   

Events Committee Bill Grzeskowiak and Tony Brown   

Publishing Committee Maureen Vavra. 

Website: www.stharc.org.au  

Mail: PO Box 1420, Queanbeyan NSW 2620, AUSTRALIA 

Club Meetings See web site for updates as COVID changes. 

WHEN: 8pm; 1st Tuesday of each month (except January)  

WHERE: Girl Guide Hall, Erin St, Queanbeyan.   

Contributions should be submitted before the 15th of the month for the following month's 
issue. Articles covering events, members’ experiences, automotive/amechanical items or 
photographs welcomed. The editor reserves the right to accept, reject or modify any section 
of any article submitted for publication.  
The opinions and views expressed in the articles published in The Wheel are wholly those 
of the respective authors, not necessarily those of the Editor, or the Committee of the 
Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc. Previous copies of The 
Wheel are available from Australian National Library, Call No N796.70994WHE Photos/text 
are used with permission are © copyright of the owners and or SHTARC, or are public 
domain (if so indicated), or are used for “fair-use review” only. That is - images illustrate text 
next to which it appears, which provides critical commentary on the work in question for 
which it promotes. The images are of lower resolution and quality than the original (copies 
made from it will be of inferior quality). No free equivalent is available or could be created 
that would adequately give the same information. It is not replaceable. The image does not 
limit the copyright owners' rights to distribute the artwork in any way. The image's inclusion 
in the article is important because it is the subject of and is discussed in the text. The image 
is being used for informational purposes only. The material has previously been published in 
numerous sources, & on the internet with higher resolution images available elsewhere (Eg 
Amazon.com, Ebay.com). ISSN 2208-1593 

Southern Tablelands Heritage 
Automotive Restorers Club, Inc. 
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Winter 

It will be good to start winter by meeting up back in the girl guides hall, if 
your vehicle starts!  In cold weather, battery, oil, and fuel problems can 
make a car difficult to start.  

1. Every chemical battery, including the one in your car, produces less 
electrical power when it’s cold — sometimes a lot less. 

2. In cold weather, engine oil becomes thicker and doesn’t flow as well, 
so moving the engine parts is harder especially from a weakened cold, 
battery. 

3. If there’s any water in the fuel lines, sub-zero temperatures can cause 
that water to freeze, blocking the flow of fuel. 

Diesel fuel can “gel” in cold weather, meaning it flows more slowly 
making it harder start. 

4. Older or classic cars usually use carburettors whose tiny jets can get 
clogged with ice, or because fuel didn’t evaporate well in them. 

In very cold countries, engine block heaters, which plugs into an standard 
power-points, are used to maintain a warm motor. 

Editors Notes: Darryl Bourke 

Cover photo:  Diesel block of Darryl’s 
1986 truck ready for exhaust manifold to be 
attached. 
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Minutes of General Meeting  

Tuesday 4th May 2021 @ 20:08 

 

Apologies:   

Malcolm Roxburgh (Webmaster),  

John Corbett (Registrar),  

Allan & Chris Boyd,  

Ronda Cornwell. 

 

Visitors:  

Noel McKay. Noel has owned a Maroon 1968 vinyl top Thunderbird for 

47 years. The original colour was Gold. He has travelled over 400,000 

miles around Australia, still with the original engine and uses it to tow his 

caravan. Noel’s daughter also owns one, it is a two door. 

President’s Report: Joe Vavra 

Next general meeting will be back at the Girl Guides Hall in Erin Street, 

Queanbeyan. 

Wheel postage – Joe has arranged for a ‘Postage Paid’ stamp which will 

eliminate the need to purchase stamps. An account has been organised 

with Australia Post. 

Last month’s minutes passed with no issues. 

New Members: 

 

Rod Williams – Accepted by members present. 

Glenn White – Accepted by members present.  
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Treasurer’s Report:  Christine Brown 

Christine reported on the bank balance. 

Still awaiting account from Homestead Press for printing.  

Queanbeyan Palerang Regional Council has been paid for hall hire. 

Secretary’s report:   

Correspondence In.- Newsletters  

• the Crank Handle from Gundagai Antique Motor Club Inc., T 

• the Colonial from Canberra Antique & Classic Motor Club, 

• Newsletter of Baw Baw Old Engine  

A STHARC Wheel magazine was returned to sender. 

Public Officer:   

Nil to report.   

Registrar:  John Corbett 

RMS ruling on tractors and trucks: Details have been removed from RMS 

website. No changes will be made until further notice. Temora Antique 

Motor Club. 

 

                    Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:  
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au 
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Editor: Darryl Bourke 

Darryl is in desperate need of articles or stories members might like to 

include in the Wheel. Any type of article is welcome. For example, stories 

of trips in their vehicles, restoration stories, history of their vehicle, 

vehicle restoration ideas. 

Membership Secretary:  Maureen Vavra  

All records are up to date and everyone is receiving their copy of the 

wheel. More people are requesting email copies. 

One copy of the Wheel was returned by mail. Will contact member for up-

to-date details. 

Webmaster: Malcolm Roxburgh 

Nil report 

Regalia Officer:   Ray Malam  

Ray placing order soon. Members to contact him if they require any 

beanies, jackets, etc asap. Ray also has two black jackets if anyone is 

interested. 

Ray has contacted ‘One Sport’. Will meet with manager and discuss.  

Public Officer:  Chris Hillbrick-Boyd  

Nil to report.  

 

                    Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:  
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au 
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General Business:   

Franco notified members of a local event; DGR Sunday running day this 
Sunday 9 May 2021 at the Canberra Miniature Railway commencing at 
10:00am. 

Ray Malam asked, “who is authorised to drive a vehicle on club plates?” – 
Anyone who has a current driver license and at the discretion of the 
owner of the vehicle. 

 
There was some discussion on streamlining the membership application 
process and vetting of members. One suggestion was that the proposed 
member attend a committee meeting before a general meeting. Another 
suggestion is that when the proposed member is accepted, that they have 
a provisional period where they are to attend an acceptable amount of 
meeting and events to prove their interest is genuine. Members present 
were asked to submit any more ideas for discussion at the next committee 
meeting and presented at the next general meeting. 

 
Joe mentioned he can source mugs with club logo and vehicle picture 
stamped on. Needs expressions of interest so he can investigate further. 

 
Next guest speaker  

Our next guest speaker will be STHARC member Tony Brown on the 
topic of:  Historic Black Powder Rifles. 



page 8                               The Wheel # 220 

Birthdays, Anniversaries etc:   

Anniversaries:   

Franco celebrating a birthday on 29 May 2021.  

Ivan Zafiris celebrating a wedding anniversary 26 May 2021.  

Ronda Cornwell celebrating a special birthday. Secretary to send card. 

Congratulations to those members. 

 

Raffle:   

Mother’s Day pack won by Marshall McCarron. 

Upper cylinder lube won by Pam Corbett. 

Upper cylinder lube won by Sandra McInally. 

  

Meeting closed: 9:03pm  

 

Next Meeting:   

Tuesday 1st June. 

8:00pm start. 

Girl Guide Hall, Erin St, Queanbeyan. 

                    Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:  
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au 

 

 

RENEW 

 

 

NOW 
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Your membership renewal fee of $50  

is due by 30th June 2021. 

STHARC account:  Bendigo Bank 

BSB: 633 000     Account: 164876989 

(Please use your first and last name as the reference,  
so that we know who has paid) 

NO RENEWALS ACCEPTED AFTER 31st JULY 2021, 

OTHERWISE YOU WILL HAVE TO APPLY TO REJOIN THE CLUB. 

YOUR BANK RECEIPT COPY MUST ACCOMPANY YOUR RENEWAL 
FORM OR RENEWAL WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2021-2022 

HOW TO RENEW 

Go to “LINK TO Renewal of Membership for 2021-2022” on the home 
page of the STHARC Website, download the form and complete both 
sides.  Ensure vehicle information is accurate. 

 

Email the form and a copy of your receipt to the Membership Secretary 
at mausie.vavra@bigpond.com    or  

Hand your completed form and a copy of your receipt to the Membership 
Secretary at a club meeting.  If unable to make a direct deposit or make 
payment at a Bendigo Bank branch, payment can be given to the 
Treasurer at a club meeting. 

= Non-compliance to your conditional registration 

= No Third Party Insurance 

UNFINANCIAL MEMBERSHIP 

RENEW NOW 
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Details of our club run to Goulburn 

Sunday 6th June: 

 

Meet at guide hall 
8:15am for 8:30am 

Travel to Goulburn  

War Memorial & Museum.  

Lunch at Goulburn  
Soldiers Club Bistro. 

  

JUNE CLUB RUN by Pam Corbett  

Rocky Hill War Memorial opened in 1925 as a lasting tribute to the men 
and women of Goulburn who served during World War 1. 

Sponsored by the community and designed by renowned local architects, 
E C Manfred and Sons, the memorial tower is constructed of concrete 
and clad in local stones – some of which was carried to the site by local 
residents and returned servicemen as part of ANZAC Day 
commemorations in 1923. 

Located on a prominent rocky outcrop the memorial is a must to visit with 
the viewing platform at the top of the tower providing a spectacular view 
over the city and surrounding areas. The tower is a well-known and iconic 
representation of Goulburn and a significant landmark to the local 
community. 

A small museum opened in the basement of the tower in 1927 to house a 
substantial collection of war trophies allocated to Goulburn in 1920, 1922 
and 1926. The museum remained open to the public throughout the 
20th century with the collection growing significantly over this time. In 
1999 the entire collection was moved into the re-purposed onsite care-
takers cottage. A new state of the art museum building opened alongside 
in June 2020, more than doubling the exhibition space and providing a 
large open area for public programs and events. 
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Sandra and Brian McInally have taken on the role of arranging the 
morning teas and have efficiently arranged the June & July morning tea 
venues in advance as they will be away at these time.  Details below and 
in the events calendar. 

June morning teas 

For the June , we will be off to Bungendore. Another combined event at 
RnR’s Diner in the Village Square on Friday 25th June 2021 at 10.00am. 
We have booked inside so it should be nice & warm for the first winter 
morning tea. 

CLUB MORNING TEAS 

July morning teas 

The July morning tea will be another combined event at Kitchen Garden, 
Rodney’s Nursery, Pialligo, on Friday 30 July 2021 at 10.00am. We will be 
nice and snug out in the garden room. For info we will be able to order 
and pay separately. 
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UNLESS OTHERWISE ADVISED:   

All STHARC runs start from the Queanbeyan Girl Guides Hall, Erin St 
Queanbeyan. 

BYO chairs, tables, picnic ware, drinks & food, sunscreen for all runs.  

Day/
Date 

JUNE EVENTS CONTACT 

Sunda
y  
6th 

Club run to Goulburn 

Meet at guide hall 
8:15am for 8:30am 

Travel to Goulburn  

War Memorial & Museum.  

Lunch at Goulburn Soldiers Club Bistro. 

Pam 
Corbett  

Friday  
25th  

Morning teas 

For the June we will be off to Bungendore.  

Another combined event at RnR’s Diner in the 
Village Square. 

10.00am. 

We have booked inside so it should be nice & 
warm for the first winter morning tea. 

Sandra & 
Brian 0408 
634 162.  
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Day/
Date 

JULY EVENTS CONTACT 

Friday 
30th 

Morning teas 

The July morning tea will be another combined 
event. 

Kitchen Garden, Rodney’s Nursery, Pialligo. 

10.00am. 

We will be nice and snug out in the garden 
room.  

Arrangements are that we can order and pay 
separately. 

Sandra & 
Brian 0408 
634 162.  

 
 

If you would like to organise a run then please 

contact Joe Vavra with details etc.  

 

 

MEMBERS PLEASE CONTACT THE EVENTS COMMITTEE IF YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO HELP OR ORGANISE A RUN.   

Check STHARC’s Website regularly for details and updates.  

Members of other car clubs are most welcome to join STHARC on any 
of our club runs. 
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1964 Vanden Plas DM4 

Joe and Maureen Vavra have a passion for Austins that began back in 
1971 when they bought a 1953 Austin A40 Countryman station wagon as 
a second car.   

They still have the Countryman and it has been restored. Some years 
ago. Then, smitten by the lines of the Austin Sheerline, Joe and Maureen 
decided to track one down to add to their collection. 

“We were introduced to Michael and Jennifer Rose in Newcastle,” Joe 
recalls. “As well as being owners of several Austin Princesses they were 
also enthusiasts the Sheerline. We had never seen a Princess limousine 
before, or any Princess for that matter, and when we did, we really liked 
it. We told the Roses that if one came up for sale, we would be interested 
in buying. When we got home to Canberra, we had a call from Michael, 
who asked if we were really serious about buying a Princess, because he 
had one in his garage that needed restoring. So, we went back to have a 
look the following weekend. Michael and Jennifer had three other 
Princess limousines and intended to use this one for spares, but their 
mechanic convinced them that it was too complete and too good to be 
scrapped.” 

PRINCESS LIMOUSINE 
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Joe and Maureen bought the Princess, and then subsequently also found 
and purchased a Sheerline in good condition to use while they restored 
the Princess. The Vavra’s Sheerline featured in Australian Classic Car in 
April 2005.  

A Government job 

“On investigating the Princess’s history, it seems that it had started life in 
1964 as a Ministerial limousine in London,” Joe said. “I’ve had this 
verified by the British Motor Heritage Trust, and they sent me a certificate, 
and also a photocopy of the original job card to build the car. It had a few 
minor differences from standard and some optional extras were ordered 
to be fitted. The extras included a radio in the right-hand side rear 
armrest, an eight-day clock in the central division between the driver and 
rear passenger compartment, an extra battery under bonnet in case the 
other two under the floor stopped working, along with a kill switch to 
disable the batteries. These models are notorious for running low on 
batteries if they are not used. One standard fitment is four inbuilt 
hydraulic jacks that lift the whole car off the ground if you have the 
misfortune to have a flat tyre.  The rear seat was to be built of a plain 
pattern and extended in height and length in the squab and cushion, as 
the Minister using the car was a tall man” 

A 1963 price list showed that a Princess Long Wheelbase Limousine 
would have cost £2840 (including tax) in the UK. This was considerably 
more than a Princess MkII Saloon at £1347, and by way of comparison 
with a more mundane vehicle, in the same year a Triumph Herald 1200 
was priced at £635. Despite its already high price, there was a 
considerable range of extra-cost options available to the Princess 
purchaser. These included automatic transmission, power steering, an 
electrically operated glass division, wing mirrors, monograms, flagstaff, 
and, if a member of the ‘nobility’, heraldic inscriptions. The Royal Family 
had two Princess Limousines in their mews at a time 
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White walls, mission brown and a paisley bedspread  

“When we acquired it, the car was running but it was definitely not 
something that you would want to exhibit in public,” says Joe. “It seems 
that after seeing out its Government service in the UK, the Princess went 
to USA, where it acquired white wall tyres. Somehow, by 1990, it had 
found its way to Sydney, where the new owner proceeded to ruin it. It then 
passed to an Austin enthusiast who loved it but didn’t do anything about its 
appearance, before it found its way to Michael and Jennifer Rose as a 
possible spare parts car. 

“As acquired by us in 1999, all the beautiful walnut woodwork had been 
repainted in mission brown epoxy paint. The original front seat was non-
existent and two swivelling bucket seats were in its place. In the restoration 
process, I had to build the front seat from scratch from drawings provided 
by Jennifer Rose. One piece of good fortune was that the glass and the 
timber base for the division between driver and the rear passengers came 
with car. The back seat had springs but they were not fitted, they were just 
in a big pile in the back of the car. The rear seat consisted of a bit of 
plywood covered in sponge foam, with a black and white paisley 
bedspread as a cover that was thumbtacked to the timber. Fleecy lined 
fabric thumbtacked to the ceiling timbers made up the headlining. The 
exterior finish seemed to be a white household enamel painted on with a 
paint roller. In places it hadn’t adhered to the original black paintwork and it 
was coming off, making the car look like a Dalmatian dog,” Joe adds with a 
laugh. 

On the mechanical side, Joe found that the Princess was in quite 
reasonable condition. His main 
concern was with the brakes that required some work before it could be 
registered. Once it was on the road, he drove the car for a while to find any 
major problems likely to need attention during the restoration. A good test 
came with a run with the Canberra Antique and Classic Motor Club around 
Victoria, including the Great Ocean Road. The Princess completed the trip 
without a hitch. With a grin Joe says, “Despite the ribbings from other club 
members about its fuel economy, some of the American cars on the run, 
like the straight eight Buicks and the Chevs, had to stop more often for a 
drink. Nevertheless, I can’t say that the Princess was economical. A car 
like this that weighs in at about 2.5 tonnes and is powered by a four litre six 
uses its fair share of petrol.” 
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Although the Princess gave no trouble on its big trip, on return Joe 
thought that it would be prudent to replace the clutch before getting 
involved in body repairs. He lifted out the motor, which seemed to be in 
good condition, replaced the clutch plate and overhauled pressure plate 
and machined the flywheel, and as a precaution, also replaced the welch 
plugs on the engine while it was out. He took the opportunity to paint the 
chassis where he could, and had the lever arm shocks refurbished.  

                    Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:  
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au 
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Craftsmen at work 

The restoration took about six and a half years all up. “I really enjoyed 
doing it,” says Joe, “For more than four years I spent almost every night 
working on it. Maureen provided much assistance and was always ready 
to help out, even with some of the less-pleasant jobs. In the wintertime, I 
worked on the woodwork and inside the house on the upholstery, using 
an industrial sewing machine. I saved the summer months for the 
mechanical jobs. One of things that I really liked while doing the 
upholstery was to examine how the coachbuilders did the work originally. 
They were real craftsmen. It was all done with a lot of finesse, with not a 
stitch or screw to be seen in the car. When I removed the upholstery from 
the foldable jump seats I found the names, in pencil, of the people who 
did the work originally written on the underside of the seat timber.” 

Joe remade all the interior upholstery in Warwick automotive Velvet in a 
sandstone colour.   

Removing the mission brown paint and restoring the interior woodwork to 
its original condition became a major job, (“the mission brown was a 
nightmare to get off”) and taught Joe several new skills, including 
veneering. He spent some time remaking a compartment for the radio in 
the rear seat armrest, and although the original radio had long since 
disappeared, he managed to find one that fairly represented the 
Princess’s era, and installed it. 

The exterior of the car presented a few problems. “Body repairs are not 
my strong point,” Joe admits candidly, “particularly as most of the panels 
are aluminium. I was fortunate that I had a friend in Sydney with a Jensen
-bodied Austin A40 Sports, which is also bodied in aluminium. His son, 
Michael Andrews, had done some work on the A40 and was prepared to 
take on the Princess repairs for me. Michael did a magnificent job in 
preparing the car for painting and I give him full credit for his excellent 
work. One interesting aside is that the windscreen pillars on each side are 
made out of solid brass. It seems that the idea was to separate the 
aluminium of the main body from the steel front panels, to minimise the 
opportunity for corrosion.” 



Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.                page 19 

Rolls Royce inspiration 

“Through a Sheerline contact, I had the body painted in Sydney by a 
company that, unfortunately, no longer exists. It was sprayed in two pack, 
and the painter was an absolute genius. The colours are Tudor Grey over 
Shell Grey, a combination used by Rolls Royce and Bentley. They suit the 
Princess well, giving a subtle change in colour between the two shades. 
Maureen picked the colours for me. We figured that Rolls Royce would be 
unlikely to use terrible colours on their cars. 

Joe was keen to demonstrate some of the features of the car, including 
the ‘one touch’ window lifts (now electric is common, but most unusual for 
the 1960s) and the in-built hydraulic jacking system that lifts all four 
corners clear of the ground by using controls inside the car. The Vavras 
are justifiably proud of their hard work. “We couldn’t have done it without 
the assistance of many people, both in Australia and overseas”, says Joe.  

“Maureen named the car ‘Princess Elizabeth’ to give this restored grand 
limousine lady some dignity. ‘Lady Penelope’ is its Sheerline companion,” 
Joe adds. “For such a large car the Princess is very easy to drive. We 
take it out as often as we can.” And with a car that has as much style and 
presence as the Princess, why wouldn’t you?  

 

Brief Specifications 

Engine Six cylinder, in-line, overhead valves.  
 Bore and stroke, 87.3mm x 111.1mm.  135bhp. 

Transmission Four speed gearbox, synchromesh on top 3 gears.  
 Steering column gear change.  
 (Automatic transmission optional.) 

Suspension Front: independent with coil springs and wishbones.  
 Rear, semi-elliptic leaf springs.  Lever arm dampers. 

Steering Cam-and-peg, with optional power assistance. 

                    Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:  
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au 
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Friday 30 April 2021 

Beautiful autumn day for a run out to the Barracks Café at Lanyon 
Homestead. Lovely to still be able to sit outside and enjoy the view over 
the farm and down to the Murrumbidgee River. Scones are a speciality of 
the café and they were delicious fresh out of the oven.  

Ladies Attendees: 

Jane Nock, Lynne Heffernan, Kay Carratt, Ronda Cornwell, Christine 
Brown, Chris Hillbrck-Boyd, Barbara Malam, Lyn Howard, Maree Burke, 
Michelle Lomas-Travers, Rhonda Ahearn and Sandra McInally 

MORNING TEA by Sandra & Brian McInally  

Apologies: 

Darryl Bourke, Lawrie Nock 

Vehicles  

Club vehicles in attendance: 

Nissan Skyline, 1959 Morris Minor, Mercedes 280CE, XB Falcon, 
Mercedes, VW Beetle and Ford Falcon. 
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The massive Fowler steam engine in the shed caused a bit of interest as 
did Chris Hillbrick-Boyd’s fabulous new boots! 

Gents Attendees: 

Tony Brown, Steve Ahearn, John Kaczmarek, Barry Stewart, Allan Boyd, 
Jimmy Howard, Ray Malam and Brian McInally 
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LEAKING MANIFOLD by Darryl Bourke 

My 1986 tip truck had a leaking exhaust manifold.  On inspection three of 
the eight studs holding the exhaust manifold to the engine block had 
broken off.  The first exhaust mount was also cracked and no longer 
supportive. 

Amazingly I was able to unbolt the manifold with minimal hassle. The 
biggest challenge was the fact that as a dual-cab, the cab was fixed and 
did not tilt forward giving easy access to the engine as the single cab 
version did.  This meant “keyhole surgery” through the raised front seat. 

The broken studs were at the back, in the dark and hardest to access.  
While I managed to use an “easyout” to remove two of the studs, the 
back most one was a nightmare!  Even with a torch I could only view it at 
an angle and resorted to taking pictures with my phone to see what and 
where I had progressed.  Thankfully I have succeeded in reassembling it 
all back together. 



Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc.                page 23 

    Seiffert Automotive 

All types of mechanical work done to most 
makes and models of vehicles. 

Authorised Inspection Station NSW & ACT. 

                Albert & Andrew Neuss 
8 Endurance Ave Queanbeyan 

02 6297 6225 
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