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Correction 

Last months The Wheel, Issue 224, was incorrectly labelled “September” and 
should have been “October”. 

 

Morning Tea 

Please notify Sandra & Brian 0408 634 162 if you will be joining us for 
Morning tea at the Yarralumla Gallery and Oaks Brasserie on Friday 26th 
November. 

 

Keep Cool 

Starting on page six Joe Vavra explains how an Engine Cooling System works. 

 

Two Henrys 

Read about the Two Henry’s from page sixteen. 

 

And more 

Editors Notes: Darryl Bourke 

Cover photo:  
Cooling system on a Perkins 248 

                    Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:  
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 

Hello Members, 

 

Welcome to the November edition of the Wheel. Our year is almost over 
and what a year it has been. With the gradual reduction in restrictions 
families may be able to look forward to celebrating the Christmas period 
together. The STHARC events team will be able to get the calendar up 
and running again. I am not sure this will happen until the New Year, but it 
is something to look forward to. 

 

Until then, please consider sharing your stories or news for our Editor to 
include in the newsletter. We have such a wide range of vehicles, bikes, 
tractors, etc in our club and the way you have come by them or why you 
have an interest in them is worth sharing. 

 

Keep an eye on our website or newsletter for information on our 
emergence from restrictions.  

 

Bye for now. 

 

Pam Corbett 

President 

                    Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:  
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au 
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MORNING TEA 

With lockdowns ending and cafes opening up it is lovely to be able to 
have one last morning tea for the year in November. We are off to the 
Yarralumla Gallery and Oaks Brasserie. They have plenty of lovely 
outside spaces so hopefully the weather will have finally warmed up by 
then! 

The date is Friday 26 November at 10,00am and the location is The 
Yarralumla Gallery and Oaks Brasserie, 1 Weston Park Road, 
Yarralumla. 

As some restrictions may still be in place, and the café has requested 
accurate numbers, we would appreciate if you could phone or text us on 
0408 634 162 to let us know if you are coming by Thursday 25 November. 

 

Cheers 

Sandra & Brian 

 

Attendance notification required 
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ENGINE COOLING SYSTEM by Joe Vavra 

This article is about understanding and improving the cooling on most 
engines. It assumes you have basic mechanical knowledge. It’s only to 
be used as a guide to help you decide what suits your engine. If you live 
in a warm climate then you may have to carry out more modifications to 
the cooling system than someone in a cold climate. Also, if you use the 
car to tow, that places greater demands on the cooling system. 

Why do you want to upgrade the cooling system? 

If you think about the original use of our cars, you can see the cooling 
system may have been adequate for the time the car was first built, but 
not nowadays. When the cars were new there wasn’t the same traffic on 
the road as now. Sitting stationary in a traffic jam puts a strain on the 
cooling system. Classic car owners will often have to sit in traffic jams. 
We have all experienced it. Go to a classic show and there’s a queue to 
get in then a bigger queue to get out.  

I feel one of the major problems is the design of the fan. At idle speed the 
fan is running slower than at high engine rpm. Now at high engine rpm 
you are obviously traveling at a greater road speed and have more air 
flowing through the grill to the radiator. So, when you need the most 
cooling help from the fan at idle (i.e. in a traffic jam) the factory fitted fan 
is moving at its slowest.  

Most modern cars have an electric fan fitted. The reason for this is the 
speed of the fan is not dictated by engine speed. At idle if your car gets 
hot the fan will cut in at its maximum speed and cool the car. Another 
upside to fitting an electric fan and removing the factory fitted fan is that 
the factory fan absorbs horsepower. It creates drag, which slows down 
the pulley. Now it’s only 1 or 2 bhp but it all counts.   

                    Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:  
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au 
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Overheating 

Just because your car is overheating it might not be the cooling system 
but something else causing the problem. When we purchased our Austin 
Sheerline it was overheating. The problem turned out to be incorrectly 
adjusted brakes by former owner and sediment that formed at the bottom 
of the radiator due to lack of use and blocked some of the radiator tubes. 

A slack fan belt or too retarded ignition can cause overheating. A cylinder 
head gasket problem or warped cylinder head face can cause 
overheating.  

If your car is losing coolant, it could be, less common, caused by the car 
interior heater radiator (located in the big box on the bulkhead). So, 
before you start upgrading your cooling system check the rest of the car 
otherwise you are just covering over a problem. 

Also don’t confuse overheating and fuel vaporization. Fuel vaporization is 
the fuel getting too hot and turning in a vapour in the fuel lines.   

If you are overheating never put really cold water into to an overheated 
engine, as it’s possible to crack the block. 



page 8                               The Wheel # 225 

 

 

Overview 

The engine is cooled by a fan (2, 4 or more blades) that is driven by a 
belt from the crankshaft. The pulley that drives the fan also turns the 
water pump. The system has a relief valve in the radiator filler cap set at 
a temperature. Take care removing this filler cap when the engine is hot. 
In order to keep the engine working within a certain temperature range, a 
thermostat is fitted.  

Do not be tempted to take out the thermostat and throw it away, as some 
so called “experts” may suggest. The thermostat restricts the flow of 
coolant and thereby forces coolant to the rear of the engine. Without a 
thermostat, the rear of the engine gets hot and causes wear.  When the 
engine is cold this valve is closed thus warming the engine quickly. When 
the engine is hot this valve opens to lets the coolant to be cooled through 
the radiator. 

In some cases, the thermostat housing contains a bypass hose that 
always allows a small flow of water to bypass the radiator.  
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Radiator 

The radiator in most vintage or classic cars will be very old. It important to 
inspect it for leaks and make sure it not blocked. When the radiator starts 
to warm up, carefully check for any cold spots. Do this by warming up the 
engine then turn it off then run your hand along the radiator. If there is a 
cold spot then that part of the radiator is not getting coolant so, the tubes 
are blocked in that area. Check the condition of the hoses especially the 
bottom hose. This hose can be obtained from auto parts suppliers or a 
hose off another vehicle can be modified to suit. 

Always put antifreeze in the water to the correct ratio even in hot climates. 
This is because antifreeze contains anti corrosives, which help to stop the 
engine waterways from rusting.  

The radiator filler cap controls the pressure at a predetermined pressure. 
On the Austin it is 7lb/square inch. It’s a good idea to renew this every few 
years or so.  

To improve the airflow to the radiator, all the air entering the front grill 
should go through the radiator and not around the side of it. You need to 
block off around the sides of the radiator that the air will all go through the 
radiator.. 

To drain the radiator, you can remove a hose or simply open the drain 
taps. One is located on the bottom of the radiator and the other on the 
cylinder block in most older cars.  You can flush it by putting water in the 
top of the radiator and opening the drains until the water is clean then add 
anti-freeze. This is ok if the radiator isn’t blocked but the best method is to 
remove the radiator, turn it upside down and let the water flow in the 
bottom hose and out the top. 

Also as well as flushing the radiator it’s important to flush the waterways 
in the engine to remove all sludge deposits. It’s important that the engine 
coolant can reach the hot cylinders.  

The radiator has a big and thick tubed core in most older cars. You can 
greatly increase the efficient of the radiator by replacing it with a modern 
radiator core, either aluminium or thin-walled copper core. But it’s very 
costly, $1000 on the Sheerline. I don’t know of any modern production 
car’s radiator that would fit the space of a classic car.  



page 10                               The Wheel # 225 

 

 

The Fan 

Factory fitted fans on the Austin Sheerline, were of two types - either 4 
blade or 6 blade (tropical) with different pulleys to suit.  

The fan is the area that I feel most gains can be made in improving the 
cooling system. 

You have just started your car from cold first thing in the morning and it’s 
idling and trying to heat up to operating temperature. As this is happening 
the fan is spinning cooling the radiator. Now most of the water is going 
through the bypass (if fitted) and not being cooled by the radiator but as 
the thermostat opens the water cooled by the fan in the radiator will 
circulate around the system. So basically the standard fan works even 
when the engine is cold and you don’t need cooling. 

As I mentioned at the start of the article the fan turns at the slowest speed 
when idling, which is no good for traffic jams. Also, the blade design isn’t 
usually very efficient. So, the answer is to fit an electric fan but one thing 
to point out is a dynamo generates the least power for the battery at idle. 
If you have to use an electric fan at idle for a long time you may have 
problems depending on the condition of your battery. You could always 
upgrade to an alternator. 

If you are going to fit an electric fan you can fit it in front of the radiator (if 
you have space) or remove the old fan and fit it behind the radiator. 

If you are installing an electric fan, then it’s good idea to fit a shroud 
around it. This helps the fan to draw more air through the radiator. I will 
use the example of a river to explain this effect. If you have a very wide 
river the water moves slowly. But if the river goes through a narrow 
section the water will speed up quickly through this section. 

 

Radiator shroud. Aftermarket fan blade  
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The air enters the front of the radiator and it meets the shroud which 
narrows its passage and at the centre of the hole is the radiator. Most 
modern cars have a shroud around the radiator fan. 

You can buy a manufactured fan for classic cars that are not that 
expensive or another option is to go to a scrap yard and get a large 
modern electric fan that will fit. You will have to construct mounting 
brackets. Be aware that fans can either suck or blow air. So if you are 
fitting between the grill and radiator then you need the fan to blow air, 
between engine and radiator the fan has to suck air. Most fans are be 
made to either suck or blow by removing the fan from the motor and 
flipping it over so the other side faces the engine. When fitting check the 
air is moving in the right direction for where you fit the fan. 

As well as the fan you will need a thermostatic switch, relay (to switch the 
fan on plus fuses for protection) and a by-pass switch. The bypass switch 
is a very good idea and is a switch located inside the car that when 
switched on starts the fan. If you are queuing in a traffic jam then you can 
turn the fan on very early to give the cooling system the best chance to 
keep cool. 

Rather than have to keep turning the fan on and off manual during normal 
use of your car you install a thermostatic switch. This basically is a switch 
that will turn on the fan when the cooling system reaches a set 
temperature and off when it cools to another temperature.  

You need to select a thermostatic switch that has the correct operating 
range for our engine. It's no good switching on the fan when the car is 
roasting hot and already overheated.  

To obtain a thermostatic switch there are a few options- 

1. You can get one from a production car and fit it into a short length of 
pipe. The switch is usually found in the thermostat or radiator and is 
threaded to fit. To get it to fit into your short length of pipe you can 
drill and thread the hole to suit or weld it into place. 

2. From your local plumber shop or the Internet buy a thermostatic 
pipe switch that can be strapped to the radiator core or top hose. 
These switches sense temperature through a base plate and can be 
adjusted. But are slower to react, as the heat has to travel through 
the hose to the base plate. 

3. Many modern cars have the thermostatic switch built into the 
thermostat housing. So to fit these you have to fit the whole 
thermostat housing which can be a big job to get it to fit. 

Option one is probably the best bet. 
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Thermostat 
When the engine is cold the thermostat is shut so the water coming from 
the engine doesn’t go through the radiator but down the bypass hose to 
the bottom of the radiator. This means the radiator hasn’t cooled the 
water and the engine will heat up quickly.  

When the thermostat opens at 72c or 162f all the coolant now passes 
through the radiator.  

Now some people simple block the bypass and fit a modern thermostat. 
In hot climates the engine takes no time to heat up and it might be an 
advantage to have the radiator cooling the water from engine startup. The 
bypass and thermostat are the main way that the cooling system can 
heat up the engine to operating temperature.   

To test the thermostat remove it from the car and put it in hot water and 
note what temperature it starts to open. A quick rougher method is to 
compare the heat of the hoses on either side of the thermostat. So when 
the engine is cool both hoses will be cool. As the engine heats up the 
engine side of the thermostat will feel warmer than the radiator side, then 
at 72c or 163f both should be roughly the same temperature as the 
thermostat opens. 

If you are replacing the thermostat, make sure the new one opens at 72c 
or 162f or whatever your workshop manual suggests. If you are having a 
major issue with overheating and can’t cure it then maybe it could be an 
idea to get a thermostat that opens at a slightly lower temperature. 

 

Water Pump 

If you have major overheating problems then you could fit an electric 
water pump. This enables better control of the temperature. However, if 
you are still running a generator, you could face a problem in that it can 
send your battery flat. For more information check motor sport parts 
suppliers or  www.daviescraig.com.au 
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Modern pressurized system 

A few people have fitted this with good results. While it sounds very 
complicated it’s really very simple. On the original cooling system when 
the coolant gets hot it creates pressure. When the pressure is greater 
than the pressure cap pressure, the pressure valve in radiator filler cap 
will open and the vapor / coolant will be released to the ground. So as you 
overheat you lose coolant. 

In a modern system the vapor / coolant does not go to the ground but into 
a sealed container. This container has coolant in it and the bottom of it 
has a hose back to the radiator. So when the car gets hot the filler cap will 
release the vapor / coolant to the container so you never lose coolant 
(well very little). This is a big advantage because in our original cooling 
system when the engine overheats it loses coolant which means the 
system can’t cool as well and makes it overheat quicker and goes on until 
your engine has no / very little coolant and the engine is totally 
overheated.  

So in simple terms to fit a modern pressurized system simply involves 
sticking a bottle on the overflow of the radiator filler cap and having the 
bottom of the bottle piped into the cooling system.  

Summary  

If your engine is overheating check and flush the cooling system. Check 
for other problems such as ignition and seized brakes. Do the cheaper 
upgrades first such as fit a modern pressurized system, an electric fan 
with shroud from the scrap yard. Increase the radiator filler cap pressure. 
Then more extreme such as an electric water pump etc. 

This article is just a guide to give you the options and some knowledge on 
the cooling system it’s up to you to use it to suit your engine and climate 
conditions and maybe you will have to do more research but hopefully this 
will point you in the right direction. 

 Joe Vavra 
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STHARC Events 

With the health and safety of members as a priority the Events 
Committee will only be holding ½ day/day runs from late October 2021. 
All runs will be under the NSW Government guidelines at the time of the 
event.  All participants will be required to be double vaccinated as per 
Government guidelines. Notification of events will be via website and 
emails until the end of the year. If you know of any STHARC member 
who does not have electronic communications, please inform them of 
this notification. 

CHMC Annual Rally 

Please note the cut off date for the CHMC Annual Rally is January 31st 
2022 as sent out to all members by the STHARC secretary.  

 

The Events Committee thank you for your support.  

EVENTS COMMITTEE REPORT 
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 UNLESS OTHERWISE ADVISED:   

All STHARC runs start from the Queanbeyan Girl Guides Hall, Erin St 
Queanbeyan. 

BYO chairs, tables, picnic ware, drinks & food, sunscreen for all runs.  

Day/
Date 

EVENTS CONTACT 

 With the health and safety of members as a 
priority the Events Committee will only be 
holding ½ day/day runs from late October 
2021.  

All runs will be under the NSW Government 
guidelines at the time of the event.  All 
participants will be required to be double 
vaccinated as per Government guidelines.  

Notification of events will be via website and 
emails until the end of the year. If you know of 
any STHARC member who does not have 
electronic communications, please inform them 
of this notification.  

The Events 
Committee  

Friday 
26th  

Morning teas 

10,00am at the Yarralumla Gallery and Oaks 
Brasserie, 1 Weston Park Road, Yarralumla. 

 

 

The café has requested accurate numbers so 
let us know if you are coming  

Sandra & 
Brian 0408 
634 162.  

MEMBERS PLEASE CONTACT THE EVENTS COMMITTEE IF YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO HELP OR ORGANISE A RUN.   

Check STHARC’s Website regularly for details and updates.  

Members of other car clubs are most welcome to join STHARC on any 
of our club runs. 

Attendance notification required 
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“A tale of two Henry’s and their tractors” provided by Pam Corbert from 
the February/March 2004 Irish America Magazine. Article contributed by 
Brian Witt. 

 

Henry “Harry” Ferguson was an inventor who was constantly tinkering 
and trying new things. In the course of his life, he helped to revolutionize 
the tractor, helped revive the fortunes of an American automobile 
company’s farm implements, and his name was known worldwide. Henry 
Ford was the son of emigrants from Cork who revolutionized automobile 
manufacturing. Together, these sons of Erin formed a strong alliance and 
helped to change the way the world was farmed. 

Harry Ferguson was born at Growell, near Hillsborough, Co. Down, on 
November 4, 1884. From the start, there was dynamism about him. In 
1902, at the age of eighteen, he joined his brother Joe in a car and 
bicycle repair business in Belfast, and in 1904 he began to race 
motorcycles. In 1909, at Hillsborough, he made the first powered flight in 
Ireland, traveling 130 meters in a monoplane he had built. He continued 
airplane development for the next decade. He later drove racing cars, and 
helped to establish the famous Ulster Tourist Trophy races in 1928. 
Ferguson formed his own motor business in 1911, and during World War 
One he began to sell American tractors to Irish farmers, who were more 
accustomed to horse-drawn plows. With the revolutionary concept that 
tractor and plow should be designed as a unit, Ferguson began to 
register his own patents. 

Irish-American carmaker Henry Ford started his Ford Motor Company in 
1903. As a farm boy, he had a great interest in agriculture, and 
developing more efficient ways to improve cultivation and planting. An 
early model prototype tractor was completed in 1907. It was referred to as 
an “automobile plow,” and, in fact, used a number of parts from the Ford 
line of cars in order to cut development and production costs. It would be 
nearly a decade later before the first viable commercial model, the 
Fordson Model F, came off the production lines in Dearborn, Michigan. 

As work proceeded, and it became clear that the Ford Motor Company 
and its directors were completely unwilling to produce a tractor, Henry 
Ford set up an independent company, Henry Ford and Son, to build and 
market the machine.  

TWO HENRY’S AND THEIR TRACTORS 
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The Fordson name was taken partially because there was a Ford Tractor 
Company in existence, and partially because of the refusal of the Ford 
board to back up this endeavor. The Fordson Model F was rolled out in 
1917 in limited production in Cork, Ireland, and scaled up to mass 
production in 1918 to meet the urgent need for tractors by the British 
government, due to the loss of farm laborers in England and Ireland 
during World War One. When Ford assumed sole control of his company 
in 1920, the Henry Ford and Son Company was rolled into the Ford 
Motor Company, but the Fordson name was kept. 

                    Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:  
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au 
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The Fordson was revolutionary first and foremost because it was a 
smaller design than many of the tractors produced by other companies at 
the time. The smaller design of the Fordson allowed the tractor to be 
affordable and easy to produce. The engine, transmission, and axle 
housings were all bolted together to form the basic structure of the tractor. 
As a result of this, the machine could be sold at a much lower price 
affordable to average farmers. Just as Ford had brought the car to the 
middle class through assembly line production, the tractor was now also 
within reach. The Fordson tractors were produced in Cork, and later in 
Dagenham, England. This would prove to be costly for Ford down the 
road, as all tractors sold in the United States were at least three thousand 
miles away from the factories. Production was transferred from Cork to 
England in 1922. 

Harry Ferguson was also producing tractors during this period. He 
developed a plow suitable to the Fordson model F. His very first system 
was made of springs and levers. In 1925, with Eber and George 
Sherman, he founded, ironically, in the United States, the Ferguson-
Sherman Corporation in Detroit, which produced a plow with “Duplex 
hitch” system suitable to Fordson line tractors. The principal patent of the 
Ferguson system, which was a system of hydraulic regulation of the 
working depth of the various implements linked to the tractor, was granted 
in 1926. He made his first Ferguson hydraulic system for his Ferguson-
Brown prototype tractor for which David Brown had made the differential 
gear and transmission. In 1933 he founded with Brown the Ferguson-
Brown Co., where around 1,350 Ferguson-Brown tractors, model A, 
equipped with the Ferguson hydraulic system, were produced. Henry 
Ford offered Ferguson a job, but he preferred his independence. In time, 
his system would change the face of agriculture, but commercial success 
proved elusive for Ferguson. 
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Another application that Ferguson came up with was the “three-point 
hitch.” This allowed farm implements to be attached or detached from 
tractors with a minimum of effort, compared to previous devices. The hitch 
also allowed tractors to be able to plow on hillsides, because the 
implements were able to adjust the depth of the plowing. The three-point 
hitch was compatible with the Fordson line of tractors. This adaptation 
opened a door that allowed the Fordson to jump back up in popularity. 

By the middle of the 1930’s, Fordson sales had all but died in the United 
States. The cost of importing the tractors was the largest issue. Another 
was the entry into the market by a number of other competitors, and 
whose designs made the Fordson look obsolete and a bit clunky. A third 
factor was the downturn in agriculture worldwide that started prior to the 
Great Depression. In 1938, Ferguson met with Henry Ford. He brought 
along a Ferguson-Brown tractor. The men made a so-called “gentleman’s 
agreement.” A handshake was the only contract that they had. Ford 
engineers used the Ferguson-Brown design, along with Ferguson’s input, 
in order to produce Ferguson system tractors. The two men brought 
different strengths to the collaboration. Henry Ford’s financial strength 
and reputation were on the line. Harry Ferguson’s patents and designs 
were his contributions. 
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Harry Ferguson was to do all the marketing for the joint venture. Through 
the Harry Ferguson Inc. Corporation, he sold tractors and parts of 
equipment, among which Ferguson-Sherman Inc. produced several. The 
Ford 9N tractors were made from 1939 to 1942, and the Ford 2N tractors 
from 1942 to 1947. The Fordson name was used in Europe, but the N 
nomenclature was used to market them in the United States. The tractor 
contributed enormously to wartime food production, but Ferguson’s real 
hope was to raise living standards throughout the world. “Agriculture 
should have been the first industry to be modernized, not the last,” 
Ferguson said in 1943. 

The head of Ford Motor, Edsel Ford, Henry’s son, died unexpectedly in 
1943, whereupon Henry Ford came back to take over the company. Upon 
Henry Ford’s death from the effects of a stroke in 1946, his grandson 
Henry Ford II took over control of the company. He immediately started to 
dismantle a number of the things that his grandfather put into place. One 
of those things was the “handshake agreement” between Ferguson and 
Ford. Ford II disliked the lack of Ford’s marketing of the tractor business, 
and wanted to cut out the middleman. In late 1946, he advised Ferguson 
that the agreement would be ending on June 30, 1947. 

Ferguson  TE20.  
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The moment Ford Motor Co. started to sell its own newly named tractor, 
model 8N, which was built using Harry Ferguson’s hydraulic systems, 
Ferguson countered by filing a suit against Ford Motor Co. and 
associated companies for $350 million. The 8N was identical to the 2N/9N 
models, especially in its use of the Ferguson hydraulic model. Ferguson 
then negotiated with Standard Motors Co. for them to produce his new 
tractor, model TE20. Harry Ferguson drove the serial # 1 tractor; model 
TO20 (Tractor Oversea, for European sales), built in Detroit in 1948 off 
the factory line in something of a victory drive. Tractor models TO20 and 
TE20 were identical except for electrical system and transmission case. 
Ferguson pushed his new line of tractors aggressively, and the TO30 
model cut into the 8N market. The lawsuit and Ferguson’s marketing 
effectively killed the 8N. 

Harry Ferguson won $9.25 million compensation in 1952 from Ford. In 
1953 he merged with the Canadian Massey-Harris manufacturers to form 
Massey-Harris-Ferguson, which, in 1958, became Massey-Ferguson Co. 
He retired from Massey-Ferguson in 1954, selling out his portion of the 
company. After his departure, he continued to work on and develop 
advancements in automobiles. He came up with a number of them 
through his Harry Ferguson Research enterprise. He retired to Stow-on-
the-Wold, in Gloucestershire, England, where he continued to work on 
four-wheel drive and anti-locking braking systems. His designs were 
adopted in the mid-1960’s by a number of Formula One racers. However, 
as he found in his early tractor and implement designs, another 
commercial breakthrough was to be elusive. Harry Ferguson suffered 
from insomnia and depression and, when he died from a drag overdose 
on October 25, 1960, a coroner’s jury returned an open verdict on 
whether he had committed suicide. 
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 By Darryl Bourke 

When acquiring a historical vehicle a decision needs to be made early on 
regarding your intentions to either restore, rebuild, rejuvenate, repair or 
preserve the vehicle, unless it has already been restored. 

It helps if you understand why you want the vehicle. Maybe you always 
wanted a particular vehicle, or you want to be part of the vehicle shows, 
or you see it as an investment. This will often indicate the level of 
restoration appropriate to your reason for wanting the vehicle. 

Validating why you want the vehicle and to what extent you would restore 
it then enables you to conclude if it is right for you based on the time, 
effort and money involved. If you are only looking to do the “shine & 
show” rounds it may be wise to buy an already restored vehicle. For the 
DIY approach one should not underestimate the commitment required 
from having adequate workshop area to the research for information & 
parts. This can be very fulfilling to some and extremely frustration to 
others. 

RESTORE, REBUILD, REPAIR OR PRESERVE 
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My frustration is with my JCB track loader. I purchased it in the mid 
eighties in poor but working condition. The purchase was to enable me to 
establish a rural residence by levelling the house site, constructing a 
roadway, burying the septic tank and more. My reason for still having it is 
that I have more work for it on my 20 acres and I get enjoyment when 
operating it. Unfortunately the tracks and sprocket are beyond repair and 
require replacement. My issue is that information and parts are pretty well 
non existent. I believe a D4D chain track would work but cannot justify the 
cost of a new chain. 

The pictures show the worn tracks and how I used fencing wire to hold it 
together enough to creep back to my workshop for another dodgy repair. 
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I had a driver who had just gone through a marriage break up and he had 
a girl friend over in Canberra.  He would go and have tea with her then 
drive down to Marulan and go to sleep in the truck.  I would usually leave 
home about 2 or 3 o’clock in the morning, wake Lionel up at Marulan, 
have a cup of coffee and go on to Sydney.   

One particular morning I suffered a broken windscreen near Collector, 
this is in the days before laminated windscreens. The old toughened 
glass screens would go opaque when the stone hit them and you couldn’t 
see where you were going, so you had to quickly punch a hole  in front of 
you to see where you were going.   

So I did all that, but it was winter time and a cold night, so I put my 
overalls on over my clothes, a coat on top of them, wrapped a towel 
around my head, leaving out my eyes and nose and pulled my beanie 
down over the towel so it wouldn’t come unravelled.  I continued on to 
Marulan not thinking what I looked  like went I woke Lionel up.   

Lionel still having pleasant dreams from what he had done the night 
before, took one look at me, thought Australia had been invaded by the 
Arabs, jumped up, hit his head on the roof of the cab.  It took more than a 
couple of cups of coffee to calm him down. 

TRUCK TALES by Geoff Rudd 


