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Editors Notes: Darryl Bourke
2022 off and running
STHARC is off and running in 2022 with our first club run to Hall, another
to a private Chrysler car collection at Jerrawa, morning tea at Forde and
a general meeting.
Stories

Thanks to Joe Vavra for drumming up members stories we have in this
issue Wayne Johnston’ story about “The General” (page 6) as well as a
story about a 1956 Beetle by Ian Robinson (page 14).
Day Runs
Starting on page 20 are recollections of the Hall Day Run to see Ron
Hartshorn’s impressive collection which was organised by Bill
Grzeskowiak

Editor using his H-Plate tipper to transport his Sculpture to Shaw Wines.
sculpture www.drbart.info exhibition www.belcoarts.com.au/shaw

Cover photo:
Oil containers displayed at Ron
Hartshorn’s impressive collection in
Hall
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PRESIDENTS REPORT by Pam Corbett
Hello Members,
Well STHARC is coming out of hibernation with a recent run to Ron
Harshaw’s residence at Hall. The attending members appreciated Ron’s
hospitality and the opportunity to view his collection.
The first Tuesday in March will be the first time in a long while where we
can hold our general meeting at the Girl Guides Hall. It is starting to feel
like things are slowly getting back to normal. Fingers crossed

MORNING TEAS by Sandra & Brian
March Morning Tea.
The March morning tea will be at The Mill House Café in Queanbeyan.
This is another venue that was cancelled last year because of the
lockdown.
Date is Friday 25 March at 10.00am
The Mill House Café is at 57 Collett St, Queanbeyan.

April Morning Tea.
The April morning tea: will be on Friday 29 April - venue TBA
May Morning Tea.
The May morning tea: will be on Friday 27 May - venue TBA
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CANBERRA SHOW WINNERS
A Drovers Life
Congratulations to our vice-president, Joe, for achieving first place for
Special Challenge—High Tea in the Woodcraft section at the recent
Canberra Show.
Hand Knitting
The Vavras’ scooped the pools with Maureen also taking out a prise at
the recent Canberra Show.
Maureen’s entry was for a Baby Shawl or Blanket in the Hand Knitting
section.
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THE GENERAL PART TWO by Wayne Johnston
In my previous story, Leyland vs the General in WHEEL 209, I briefly
explained how our LJ Torana GTR drag racer, you see here, was laid-up
while we did an engine upgrade during the pandemic pause. In that
earlier story I gave an outline of what we were expecting. So, with that
as a back drop, this story is about the work we have done on the
General. As you read, clearly, we forgot to stop.

Major Upgrade
Going back a bit, before COVID, we did a major upgrade to the standard
Banjo diff. Now the work done is a bit of a secret around the traps so
without giving too much away, the diff centre was upgraded and the ratio
was improved for our drag racing requirements. The Banjo axles were
replaced to give them about 30 fine splines and the width of the diff
housing was narrowed a bit to allow for bigger wheels and better tyres.
Understanding that during this tail-end upgrade we were looking towards
an engine and transmission re-fresh in time, we also replaced the tail
shaft with a much larger size and beefed up the universal at each end
and the diff mounts.
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Success
We raced with these upgrades a few
times with great success. Two firsts and
a third in our class from four events in
one season.
We contribute those outcomes to better
tires and not having the ‘back of the
head thought’ that the race car would
twist or break an axle at the splines,
which happened a number of times with
the ‘locked’ Banjo configuration.

179 Holden red engine
So, with the onset of the pandemic and a pause in drag racing, the engine
was sent away for a refresh. It was ready for it after 20 years of drag
racing, albeit not racing every year. I make mention of that incredible
tenure in my previous WHEEL story. Now, after the engine work, not
much remains of the engine internals, with a fair bit of replacement and
upgrade for most moving parts. Significant and notable additional bits are
a large volume scavenger in the sump with a related external oil line to
the oil pump, and a larger volume fuel pump and associated bypass
valves. The improved oil movement from the sump is a benefit for the
beefed-up performance of the reliable 179 Holden red engine, and the
high-volume mechanical fuel pump and by-pass is a bonus for the
methanol fed mechanical fuel injection fitted to the beast.

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au
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Dyno Results
Put it back together, strap it to the dyno, and push it to 366hp/273kw with
the best torque in the power band about 5000 rpm or so. A bit special for
a Holden 179 red engine. See the photo below.

Bring it on you Chevy and Ford V8s, we’re nearly ready for the challenge.
Once the dyno results were known, the Holden tri-Matic was sent for its
turn in the hospital. Seems the trans was also a bit tired, so a full refresh
and upgrade of the internals was carried out, and a trans brake fitted.
For previous racing the converter stall was about 3100 rpm, and that was
always a challenge on front brakes at the Christmas tree (race start)
lights. Although, after all those years a bit of skilful driving by my son
meant the car only ‘broke-out’ a few times before the green light.
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Trans Brake Balances
To overcome this problem a tricky device called a trans brake balances
first with reverse fluid pressures preventing the car from moving forward.
With the power band now being around 5000 rpm, the front brakes
would never have managed to hold the car stationary at that rpm.
What’s more, the original trans converter could not be modified to
increase the stall to about 5000 rpm to match the power band, so a
smaller 7-inch converter was set up to take the stall to the higher rpm.
The photos of the trans show the trans brake major solenoid and the
other photo is the really cute ‘fat-man’ converter.
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New flex plate
Now with this upgrade to the converter, our earlier modified flex plate
would not fit. So, after a bit of research, an Ozzy supplier was sourced
that makes all forms of flex plates including a heavy-duty version for
Holden tri-Matic/6-cylinder engines. But wait, there’s more (of course).
With the new flex plate and ring gear, a new starter motor should be
fitted. Not a bad idea, given the tight feel of the refreshed engine. So,
from rear rubber on the ground to harmonic balancer we are a near-new
unit. All good, just keep the money flowing.

Great and Helpful
We are almost complete now, just a few ancillaries to replace; when your
hot your hot. So once complete we expect the entire race day operation
to be reasonably different to the previous twenty years or so. I’ll bring you
a story once we have a few events under our belt.
By the way, this time I have not filled in the gaps regarding the folks that
helped us along the way. There was a bit of that in my previous story
about the major re-build efforts, but so many folks contributed to this
refresh that I would hate to leave someone out. So, if you are looking for
details of who assisted in this effort because you have similar challenges,
from the major bits through to advice on which bolts, please contact me
and I’ll point you towards those that helped us. They were all great and
really helpful.
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UNLESS OTHERWISE ADVISED:
All STHARC runs start from the Queanbeyan Girl Guides Hall, Erin St
Queanbeyan.
BYO chairs, tables, picnic ware, drinks & food, sunscreen for all runs.
Day/Date
Sunday
6th

MARCH EVENTS
Wheels Queanbeyan

Shannons Wheels at Queanbeyan
Showground (Canberra Antique and Classic
are running the event)

CONTACT
Tony and
Christine
Brown
0431539354

Please notify the STHARC secretary by
email of your intension to attend Wheels
and how many vehicles you intend to put on
display at the STHARC display area.

Saturday
19th

Friday
25th

Day Run Tidbinbilla
Run to Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve. Options
BYO or Café, BBQ or picnic

The March morning tea will be at The Mill
House Café in Queanbeyan. at 10.00am
The Mill House Café is at 57 Collett St,
Queanbeyan.

Doug
McMahon
0427 323
271

Sandra and
Brian
McInally
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CONTACT

April Run—TBA

Friday
29th

Day/Date

Morning Tea—TBA

MAY EVENTS

Sandra and
Brian
McInally

CONTACT

April Run—TBA

Friday
27th

Morning Tea—TBA

Sandra and
Brian
McInally

Check STHARC’s Website regularly for details and updates.
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1956 BEETLE by Ian Robinson
1956 Volkswagen Beetle
Over the last few years, most members have probably seen more than
enough articles from me about air-cooled VWs, so I wasn’t planning to
inflict any more on you.
But following the recent requests for
contributions to The Wheel, I thought I might offer one more article, this
time about my 1956 1200 Beetle.

According to the history pages on the Sydney VW Club website, the first
VW Beetle to arrive in Australia was a 1946 model privately imported by a
German migrant in 1951. The first factory imports arrived in Melbourne in
late 1953 but no cars were sold until March 1954. From June 1954
Beetles were assembled in Clayton, Melbourne from completely knocked
down (CKD) kits from Germany. (Over time, there was a gradual increase
in Australian components up until 1968 when local production ceased.).
The initial imports had an 1131cc motor but this was upgraded to 1192cc
from mid-1954.
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It runs well, is quiet, and is completely foolproof.
At its launch, the 1200 Beetle was priced at £972, which made it relatively
expensive compared with other small cars at the time (such as the Morris
Minor 2 door £848 and Ford Anglia £922) and even the substantially larger
6 cylinder FJ Holden Standard (£1142). Notwithstanding this, sales rose
steadily. 1,746 Beetles were sold in 1954, 5,800 in 1955 and 9,207 in
1956. These early Beetles are known as ‘ovals’ for their small oval rear
window, which was replaced by a substantially larger rear window in late
1957.

A 1954 road test in Wheels magazine started with the sentence: “Comfort
and quietness at high speed with the ability to cover all types of roads at
fairly high average speeds were the main impressions on road testing the
Volkswagen.” (Either the tester was deaf or other cars of this era must
have been very noisy!) The report went on to note “Handling can best be
described as unusual. The car is controllable under all circumstances but
takes some getting used to.” The testers reported that they were
“nonplussed” by the car’s handling on the twisty section of the Pacific
Highway between Gosford and Berowra! Fortunately, the clutch and
gearbox were considered to be “the best so far tested” and the brakes
judged to be “among the best so far tested”. The test concluded: “We
consider the Volkswagen to do its job as efficiently as its designers
intended. It has a degree of finish better than a number of higher priced
cars. It runs well, is quiet, and is completely foolproof.”
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Plain but tastefully done
Interestingly, the Wheels road test included a “Comment for Women
Drivers” written by June Dally-Watkins, the Sydney doyen of etiquette and
deportment. June found the interior finish “plain but tastefully done”, but
the accelerator pedal “placed too high for comfort” so that she had to
“take off my shoe when driving”. (June assured readers that the vehicle’s
distributors could “fit a small platform for short-footed people” to remedy
this problem!) Overall, June concluded: “I would sum up the Volkswagen
as a most enjoyable car. It has most of the features a woman wants, and
some of its features are really excellent”.

Accelerator pedal placed too high for June’s comfort

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au
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Rugged and reliable
The Beetle made an early impact in rallying, establishing its reputation for
ruggedness and reliability. In March 1954 Eddie Perkins and George
Reynolds set a new Perth to Melbourne record driving 3300 km, on
mainly gravel roads, in 38 hours and 57 minutes, beating the previous
record by 9 minutes. Beetles took out first and second place in the 1955
Redex Round Australia trial, first and third places in the 1956 Mobilgas
Round Australia trial, first place in both the Ampol and Mobilgas 1957
trials, and first and second places in the 1958 Mobilgas trial.
Roll Up
The ’56 is my oldest VW and was the second addition to the collection.
(Minor changes to the tail lights, exhaust pipes and fuel tank were the
only differences between the ’56 model and the initial ’54 model.) I
bought my car in 1985 from Annie, an ‘old’ lady in Cowra who had owned
it since 1959 but who could no longer manage the clutch because of a hip
problem and so had migrated to an automatic car. (I thought Annie was
‘old’ at the time, but, in truth, she probably wasn’t much older than I am
now!) I had been on the lookout for an ‘oval’ VW for some time and found
this one listed in the car section of the Sydney Morning Herald classifieds.
(As many of you will remember, Saturday’s SMH carried thousands of
advertisements for second hand cars in the pre-internet days.)
I paid $2,000 for the car; probably not a great bargain, but even then
ovals were becoming rarer and this one was in very original condition. As
it was out of rego and had been sitting in a shed for a while, I then had to
pay a further $850 to get it roadworthy and registered.
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Export Deluxe’
The Australian Beetles at this time were the so-called ‘Export Deluxe’
models, but there wasn’t really much ‘deluxe’. Instrumentation in my ’56
comprises a speedo, odometer and warning lights for oil, generator and
high beam. A fuel gauge was obviously considered an unwarranted
luxury; instead there is a foot-operated tap that gives access to a one
gallon reserve petrol tank. Of course, there are no seat belts and while
the semaphore indicators show which way you are turning (if the other
drivers actually see them!), they aren’t self-cancelling.
I have
supplemented the semaphores with more traditional indicator lights from
a Harley Davidson motor bike on the front and rear bumpers. Like all
Beetles until 1968, the ’56 has a 6 volt electrical system. The accelerator
pedal which caused June Dally Watkins such inconvenience is more a
roller than a pedal (see photo). I don’t know if this was common in older
cars but it is the only one I have ever come across.
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I get a buzz
I had my car resprayed in the 90’s (retaining the original dark grey colour)
and new headlining and carpet trim installed. The blue vinyl upholstery
remains original but the backrest of the driver’s seat is giving way. By
modern standards, driving the ’56 is a bit of an adventure; acceleration
and braking are leisurely, corners need to be treated with respect and the
absence of a seat belt to hold you secure on the flat seats is a bit
unnerving. But, it is still great fun and I continue to get a buzz out of
driving around in a 65 year old car (- and now I am getting deafer, it
almost seems quiet).
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DAY RUN HALL by Bill Grzeskowiak
Saturday February 5th.
STHARC members just snuck under the visitor limit of fifteen (assume a
Covid limit) to view Ron Hartshorn’s impressive collection.
Inside the non-descript green America barn style shed, typical of large
house blocks in Hall ACT, STHARC members were confronted by an
amazing collection of items such as petrol pumps, signs, old trucks, a
few cars and motorbikes. The collection was very well presented in an
immaculate environment worthy of museum status while retaining the
real shed feel (Man cave).
Ron was very welcoming to the STHARC members and even had tea &
coffee available at his private bar at the end of the shed.
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With Ron’s personal connection with everything he owns, he could tell
you the history of all the items in his collection.

Ron talking to STHARC members beside a 1930 Ford Model A - AH 4 Ton truck

A wide variety of history from farm machinery to a 1932 Model A Hot
Rod, sitting over a hoist in his well equipped workshop.
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STHARC members who attended were:
John Thomas
John Corbett
Christine and Tony Brown
Barbara and Ray Mallem
Paul Cunneen
Geoff Rudd
Darryl Bourke
Ansis and Vineta
Peter Toet and
Bill Grzeskowiak.

Motorbikes : From left
Triumph Thunderbird
BSA Bantom / M20 - 500 side valve
Scott Auto Cycle
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Ron grew up in Gundagai, N.S.W. and has always had an appreciation of
Australian transport history.
All the members enjoyed viewing Ron’s great collection and it was a nice
and worthwhile outing.

Early farm machinery including a 1912 Allen Bros.
Kerosene oil fuelled engine
FOR SALE A 1926 HUPMOBILE. It is in pieces. But is a complete car. It has a four
new rims and four new tyres. Must Sell. Due to a lot of other projects.
Please call Ron Hartshorn, on 0418624742.

Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:
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DAY RUN HALL by Bill Grzeskowiak
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I & H Trucking
STHARC run on Sunday 5th February to Ron Hartshorn’s private
collection in Hall. Poto below of early petrol pumps and a lovely 1955
Ford Sunliner convertible.

