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Southern Tablelands Heritage 
Automotive Restorers Club, Inc. 

President Joe Vavra  0407331048 

Vice President Pam Corbett  0411097644 

Public Officer Chris Hillbrick-Boyd  0419013263 

Treasurer Christine Brown.   0412442623 

Membership  Maureen Vavra  0438331045 

Property Officers Ray & Barbara Malam 6238 3581 

Secretaries  Correspondence Bruce McCarron  0407090360   
 secretary@stharc.org.au  

 Minutes Chris Hillbrick-Boyd  

Registrar John Corbett 6297 7285 registrar@stharc.org.au 

Webmaster Keith Denbom webmaster@stharc.org.au  

Editor editor@stharc.org.au  

Events Director Tony Brown  0431539354 

Events Committee  Doug McMahon,  Bill Grzeskowiak 

  Pam & John Corbett 

Publishing Committee Maureen Vavra. 

Website: www.stharc.org.au  

Mail: PO Box 1420, Queanbeyan NSW 2620, AUSTRALIA 

Club Meetings See web site for updates as COVID changes. 

WHEN: 8pm; 1st Tuesday of each month (except January)  

WHERE: Girl Guide Hall, Erin St, Queanbeyan.   

Contributions should be submitted before the 15th of the month for the following 
month's issue. Articles covering events, members’ experiences, automotive/amechanical 
items or photographs welcomed. The editor reserves the right to accept, reject or modify 
any section of any article submitted for publication.  

The opinions and views expressed in the articles published in The Wheel are wholly those 
of the respective authors, not necessarily those of the Editor, or the Committee of the 
Southern Tablelands Heritage Automotive Restorers Club Inc. Previous copies of The 
Wheel are available from Australian National Library, Call No N796.70994WHE  

Photos/text are used with permission are © copyright of the owners and or SHTARC, or are public 
domain (if so indicated), or are used for “fair-use review” only. That is - images illustrate text next to 
which it appears, which provides critical commentary on the work in question for which it promotes. 
The images are of lower resolution and quality than the original (copies made from it will be of inferior 
quality). No free equivalent is available or could be created that would adequately give the same 
information. It is not replaceable. The image does not limit the copyright owners' rights to distribute the 
artwork in any way. The image's inclusion in the article is important because it is the subject of and is 
discussed in the text. The image is being used for informational purposes only. The material has 

previously been published in numerous including on the internet.  ISSN 2208-1593 
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Cover photo: 

We wish all our fellow members a very Happy Christmas and wish 
you all good health and happiness in 2023. 

 

REMINDER FOR DECEMBER MEETING 

 

DECEMBER MEETING GUEST SPEAKER:  Shannon Murray to 
give us the history of his 1913 UNIC vehicle.  A not-to-be-missed 
talk.  

Christmas Hamper Raffle 

We would still like more donations for the Christmas Hamper raffle to 
be held at the Christmas Party. 

These can be brought along to either the November Morning Tea or 
the Club meeting in December.  The prizes can then be finalised and 
ready for the party.We will have a number of prizes, so please be 
generous in both donating goods and also buying lots of tickets on 
the day. 

Editors Notes: Sandra, Marion & Rhonda 

                    Our thanks to Homestead Press for their support:  
3 Paterson Pde, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Tel: 026299 4500 Fax: 026299 4200 Email printing@homesteadpress.com.au 
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I was fortunate enough to take a vintage bus ride around Sydney as part 
of the Transport Heritage Expo.  
The bus I travelled on was a 1948 Leyland OPD2 double decker number 
2087.  Bodied by Commonwealth Engineering, 2087 was one of the 
batch of 203 synchromesh gearbox buses, dubbed the 'synchros'  They 
were very popular with traffic and mechanical staff alike, being easy to 
work. 
2087 entered service in August 1948 from Burwood depot, replacing tram 
services on the Enfield lines (Ashfield - Enfield - Burwood - Mortlake / 
Cabarita).  It was sold in September 1972 and has now been in 
preservation for 50 years, twice as long as it ran in regular service.  

CAR RUN TO COOMA CAR CLUB MUSEUM by 

Steve & Rhonda Ahearn 
VINTAGE BUS RIDE by Darryl Bourke 
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Like all other deckers of the period, it was fitted with a front canvas 
door. These were removed in the mid-1960s due to safety concerns,  
and an extra seat installed, raising the seating capacity from 59 to 61. 
Specifications: 
Engine: 9.8 litre six cylinder Leyland 0.600 diesel engine, bore 4.8", 
stroke 5.5", developing 125 B.H.P. at 1800 R.P.M. 
Transmission: Four speed 'synchromesh' gearbox to a worm drive 
differential. 
Brakes: Vacuum foot brake to all wheels and a mechanical park 
brake to the rear wheels. 
Note the driver controls, hand stop/turn lever to the right, air vent 
below it, hand brake beside drivers leg, manual opening front 
windscreen and basic dash board.  No air bag on this steering wheel. 

VINTAGE BUS RIDE by Darryl Bourke 
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Ian Robinson’s  1973 VW 1600L. 

As most of us will remember, young people are prone to falling 
hopelessly in love. But, as we all know, early infatuations don’t always 
last and it’s only after many years of being together that you can be 
sure that it really is ‘true love’.  As readers of the Wheel will have 
realised by now, I was infatuated with the VW Beetle at an early age, 
so it was no surprise that as soon as I could afford a new car (with the 
help of a bank loan!), it was a VW Beetle – a 1973 1600L Superbug.  
Almost 50 years later, the Beetle and I are still rubbing along together 
pretty well – so I was lucky: must have been ‘true love’! 

MEMBER’S VEHICLE  
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In 1971, VW introduced the 1600S Superbug (officially known as the 
1302 model), with a 1600 cc motor, longer bonnet and a substantially 
larger front boot, made possible by changing the front suspension from 
torsion bars to Macpherson struts.   

n 1973 the 1600S Superbug gave way to the 1600L (officially known as 
the 1303 model) which introduced a curved windscreen and a padded 
dashboard for the first time in the Beetle’s history.  The 1600L also 
featured huge ‘elephant feet’ tail lights.  The curved windscreen and 
large tail lights meant it was easily distinguished from earlier Beetles.  
The 1600L model was effectively the final step in the Beetle’s long 
evolution since 1945 and came pretty near the end of the Beetle’s run 
– if you like, the last hurrah for the Beetle.  Australian assembly of the 
1600L ceased at the end of 1974 and VW continued with a flat 
windscreen Beetle for another 12 months or so before the introduction 
of the Golf in early 1975 

I purchased my 1600L from Greg Cusack in Braddon in May 1973 for 
$2,873.95 and it was my only car until 1991, at which time I scored a 
work car, so the Beetle was able to move to lighter duties.  As my only 
car over this period, it travelled many miles, with multiple interstate 
trips and a lot of miles on gravel roads – all handled in typical, no-fuss, 
Beetle style.  One early trip was particularly memorable.  Driving south 
from Armidale in July 1973 a semi threw up a stone smashing the 
windscreen and I was unable to buy a replacement because no-one in 
the country towns along the route were yet stocking the new curved 
windscreen.  Despite the best efforts of the heater, it was a very long, 
cold (and wet) trip!   

I drove the Beetle to work on my first day of full time employment in 
1974 and drove it to the same workplace on my last day of 
employment in 2007.  Not sure how many others can claim that. 

 

 

MEMBER’S VEHICLE  
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The 1600L had a replacement motor after 125,000 miles and a further 
mechanical overhaul around 200,000 miles.  I had it resprayed after a 
minor accident in the mid 90’s (I wasn’t driving at the time!) and in 2013 I 
had the interior redone, using reproduction headlining and seat covers 
available from the United States.  Part of this process included 
reskinning the dashboard which had cracked in the sun – one downside 
of moving away from the metal dashboard!  

So now, after 260,000 miles the 1600L still looks pretty tidy - in rather 
better shape than its owner.  The body is still remarkably tight after all 
those miles – very few rattles and you still need to wind the window 
down a little to shut the door easily.  It still starts readily and runs very 
reliably. And it still gives me a buzz every time I take it out. True love! 

MEMBER’S VEHICLE continued 
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.Friday 28 October 2022 

October found us at Bungendore once more, this time at R & R’s 
Diner. Weather was still a bit chilly so we were glad to set up inside. It 
was lovely to catch up with a couple of members we haven’t seen for a 
while.  

Big thanks to Bill Grzeskowiak for the photos. 

Attendees 

Christine Brown, Steve & Rhonda Ahearn, Krystyna McLeish, Ray & 
Barb Malam, John Kaczmarek, Darryl Bourke, Marion & Eddie Francis, 
Hugh Spencer, Barry Stewart, Geoff Rudd, Bill Grzeskowiak and Brian 
& Sandra McInally with granddaughters Layla & Anya. 

Apologies 

Kay Carratt, Tony Brown, Pam Corbett, Ronda Cornwell. 

OCTOBER MORNING TEA  
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UNLESS OTHERWISE ADVISED:   

All STHARC runs start from the Queanbeyan Girl Guides Hall, Erin St 
Queanbeyan. 

BYO chairs, tables, picnic ware, drinks & food, sunscreen for all runs.  

Day/Date DECEMBER 2022 CHRISTMAS PARTY CONTACT 

Sunday 
11th 

 

Wamboin Community Hall 

 

Starting time around Midday with members 
to make their own way to the Wamboin 
Hall. 

As a new wave of COVID is now upon us, I 
would like to advise that the Christmas 
Party & Presentation Day will still occur.   

However, it will be in everybody’s interest 
and safety if you can now bring all of your 
food and catering needs to this activity (as 
we did last year). 

STHARC will NOT be providing cold 
meats, as previously planned. 

It would still be an advantage to let me 
know whether you are attending, so that 
we have adequate tables set up and 
distanced. 

A few early arrivals would be appreciated 
to assist with setting up the tables and 
chairs.  

Tony Brown 

0431 539 354 

 

Tony  and 
Christine 
Brown 

0431539354 
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Day/Date JANUARY 2023   

PRESIDENT’S RUN 

CONTACT 

 

Sunday 
22nd 

 

 

A twilight picnic commencing at 
approximately 3.00pm at Lake 
Tuggeranong picnic area off Mortimer 
Lewis Drive, Greenway, adjacent to the 
Sea Scout Hall.  

 

This area has ample off street parking 
with BBQ and toilet facilities.  

 

We will be adhering to COVID safe 
practices, so members are asked to 
supply their own food, drinks, plates, 
cutlery etc.  

 

 

 

Joe Vavra 
0407331048 

 

Sunday 
19th 

FEBRUARY 2023 

 

SHANNONS WHEELS 2023 – 
Queanbeyan Showground 

Details of the STHARC display at 
‘Wheels 2023’ will be circulated to 
members at a date closer to the running 
of this event. 

 

Tony Brown 

0431539354 

 

Check STHARC’s Website regularly for details and updates.  
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COOMA MOTORFEST  - Bill Grzeskowiak  

The Cooma Motorfest event was held on Saturday 5th November. It 
was a really great day. With very pleasant, mild weather. There was a 
fabulous display of a nice mix of cars. Different makes and models. 
An impressive lineup of prime mover trucks and also motorbikes ! A 
good variety of food and drinks were available. A truely great day 
indeed !!! I invited Doug McMahon to come along with me, for the trip 
to Cooma. We both really enjoyed the day. The Cooma Motorfest is a 
fabulous event. It is on once every two years. I urge everyone at 
STHARC to attend a Cooma Motorfest. It’s truely worth it !!!  
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COOMA MOTORFEST  - Bill Grzeskowiak  
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STHARC GENERAL MEETING 

1st November 2022  Queanbeyan Guides Hal 

1..MEETING OPEN:  8.10pm      

Committee:  Joe Vavra (President); Pam Corbett (Vice -President); 
Christine Brown (Treasurer); Bruce McCarron (Secretary); Keith Dembon 
(Webmaster), Rhonda Ahearn, Sandra McInally & Marion Francis 
(Editorial Committee); Ray & Barbara Malam (Property Officers); Maureen 
Vavra (Membership Secretary), Sandra & Brian McInally (Morning Tea 
Coordinators); Chris Hillbrick-Boyd (Minutes Secretary). 

ATTENDANCE: As per Attendance Book 

APOLOGIES: John Corbett (Registrar), Tony Brown (Events Committee 
Coordinator), Ronda Cornwell, Geoff Rudd, Ivan Zafaris, Shannon Murray 

VISITORS: 1 

2.WELCOME: by President, Joe Vavra, who welcomed everyone. Asked 
Geoff Johnson from Gundaroo (1936 truck) to give a quick overview of his 
interests especially his truck.   

3.  TREASURER:  Christine Brown.  Treasurer’s Report.  Bank balance 
healthy although gradually diminishing due to costs of running the club.   

Incoming funds:  Membership renewal, October raffle. 

Outgoing funds:  Portable hard drive for Editorial Committee; 2 x Wheel 
printing – October & November issues; Wheel postage; Insurance policies 
paid.   

Copy of Certificate of Currency forwarded to Girl Guides for use of 
Queanbeyan Girl Guides Hall.  Motion: To accept Treasurer’s report 

Moved:  Christine Brown         Seconded: Sandra McInally   
   Carried  Business Arising :Nil 

4.  SECRETARY:  Bruce McCarron 
Correspondence: Incoming:  Mail: The Crankhandle from Gundagai 
Antique Motor Club Inc., Newsletter of Baw Baw Old Engine & Auto Club 
Inc., The Colonial from Canberra Antique & Classic Car Club, Bike Torque 
from Veteran , Vintage & Classic Motorcycle Club ACT Inc., Coota Hoota 
from Cootamundra Antique Motor Club, Trailer registration renewal notice, 
Bendigo bank statement  Email: Terribly British Day invitation, Save 
Wakefield Park Campaign, YHMC 50th Anniversary 

Outgoing:  Email: Terribly British Day 4 December 2022, Queanbeyan 
Park. 
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 . GENERAL MEETING CONTINUED 

 

5. REGISTRAR: Pam on behalf of John – enquiries regarding CVS.   

6. EDITOR:  Rhonda Ahearn reported that the editing committee 
looked into prices for printing the “Wheel” with other publishing 
companies for 90 copies.  Quotes received:  
Office Works:    $745 for 20-24 page booklet. 
Snap Printing:    $346 for 20-24 page booklet, saddle stitched. 
Tender Edge:  $236 for 20 pages; $257 for 24 pages, saddle 
stitched. 
Homestead Press : $230 for 20-24 pages  
Determined Homestead Press (existing printer) best value, and they do 
a great job.  Propose to stay with existing publisher Homestead 
Printing.  Meeting concurred.   

7. WEBMASTER:  Keith reported he is updating the website.  Statistics 
for October: 372 views, most from Australia but a few from other 
countries.  Keith working to condense and remove duplicates.   

8. MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:  Maureen Vavra: nothing new.   

9. EVENTS COMMITTEE:  Tony Brown, Bill Grzeskowiak, Doug 
McMahon 

Sunday 9 October: Day Run to Yass Railway Museum.  12 
members, 6 cars, 4 cars on display.  Enjoyable day.  

Saturday 26 November:  Braidwood Motor Club display (entry $5) 
and Airing of the Quilts.  Leave Guide Hall 8am, Bungendore pick up 
8.30am.  Entry to display at St Bede’s Primary School gives entrants 
safe parking while looking at the vehicle display and other activities in 
Braidwood. The Braidwood Club will provide tea and coffee.  Numbers 
by 1/11/2022.Contact:  Tony Brown  

 

11 December, Sunday:  STHARC Xmas Lunch, Noon 
Wamboin Community Hall. $5 donation towards costs. Club 
providing cold meats; BYO everything else i.e. salads, breads, 
desserts, drinks. Please donate towards Xmas Hamper raffle.  
Details in The Wheel on the website.   

Other Events:  Saturday 5 November various events on in the 
District but not STHARC specific. 
Ian Oliver: participating in the re-enactment of Perth to Sydney 
leg of the London to Sydney Marathon aided by Alan Oliver.     
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10. MORNING TEA COORDINATORS:  Sandra and Brian McInally.  All 
morning teas are on the last Friday of the month.   

25 November @ 10am “on the Grind Canberra”, Shop 5/9 Jenke Court, 
Kambah, near Storage units.  Last morning tea for 2022.  Morning teas 
will resume last Friday, 24 February 2023.    

11. PROPERTY OFFICERS:  Ray Malam,  plenty of stock on hand, 
including warm jackets. Available tonight. 

12. COUNCILS’ DELEGATE:  Allan Boyd nothing new since last month.   

Council of ACT Motor Clubs (CACTMC)  Report 

Marques in the Park 2022 cancelled.   

Terribly British Day, Queanbeyan Park, Sunday 4 December 2022  

Council of Heritage Motor Clubs (NSW)  (CHMC) Report 
CHMC Half Yearly Meeting was an all-day session on Saturday 29 
October in Tamworth: 

Events:   

Pre 31 Autumn Tour will be held in Cowra in May 2023.  CHMC will 
sponsor two awards:  Best Veteran and Best Vintage. 

2023 CHMC Annual Rally/Tour, June Long weekend Friday 9 – Monday 
12 June.  Representatives from Wagga Wagga Veteran & Vintage 
Motor Club Inc (WWVVMC), host club, gave a report.  Invitation and 
Entry Form now available.  See me after if interested.  Chris & I have 
booked our accommodation in Wagga already.  

2023 CHMC AGM will be changed to October, and all future AGMs will 
be held in conjunction with the October general meeting.  The 2023 

AGM & general meeting will be hosted by the Classic & Specialist 
Car Club North NSW (Armidale). 

2024 CHMC Annual Rally/Tour hosted by Parkes Antique Motor Club Inc 
(PAMC) will be held in Parkes at Easter 29 March – 1 April, 2024.   

2024 AGM and GM will possibly be held in Goulburn (TBC). 

Elections:  Keith Packham, Vice President (Orange Club) & Barry 
Garment, Assistant Secretary (Parkes Club) stepped down at this 
meeting.  Jim Hatton, Cowra nominated for Vice-President and was 
elected.  No nominations were received for Asst Secretary.  Max Beale 
(Namoi Valley, Narrabri) was re-elected as Treasurer.   

GENERAL MEETING CONTINUED 
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Transport for NSW (TfNSW):  New FACT SHEETS are being 
introduced and will be sent to TfNSW recognised historic clubs. The first 
Fact Sheet is due out soon:  Logbooks and Club Runs.  TfNSW has 
advised that all the information as written from these Fact Sheets 
should be published in club magazines, no condensing or abbreviations 
should occur. The intention is to inform all users of conditional 
registration about the schemes.     

 

What is a Rally: Gallaghers Insurance advises that clubs should no 
longer refer to annual get-togethers as a rally (connotation of sporting 
event) but refer to Tours/Gatherings.  

 

CHMC TfNSW Liaison Officer Peter Wright presented two proposals to 
determine CHMC position: 1. Definition of a Heritage Vehicle. Peter 
proposed a definition of what is a heritage vehicle that is in line with 
F.I.V.A’s. definition. 2. Conversion of Heritage Vehicles to Electric Drive. 
Heritage vehicles being converted to ED was more controversial.  The 
Meeting agreed that such conversions are not acceptable for heritage 
vehicles. Note that S.A. government has recently reduced its age of 
heritage vehicles to 25 years (in line with Victoria) and also created a 
new category to cover heritage vehicles converted to ED.  The two 
proposals and Peter’s suggested responses were adopted by the 
Meeting. 60 day Logbooks: CHMC continues to support club runs and 
60 day logbooks.   

 

13.  GENERAL BUSINESS:  

Vice-President:  Pam Corbett reported Shannon Murray to be a future 
speaker.  Requested suggested speakers by members.   

GENERAL MEETING CONTINUED 
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GENERAL MEETING CONTINUE 

 

14. SPECIAL OCCASIONS:  

November Birthdays: Happy birthday Belinda Hogarth-Boyd and Paul 
Hogarth. 

Wedding anniversaries: Congratulations Ray & Barbara Malam 59 yrs; 
Brian & Sandra McInally 49 yrs; Tony & Christine Brown 47 yrs.    

Sympathy:  Barry Stewart’s father passed away late October at 
103 years of age.   

 

15. RAFFLE:  1st  Barbara Malam; 2nd  Paul Cuneen;  3rd  Brian McInally. 

STHARC Xmas Hamper : Ray requested items for the Hamper e.g. food, 
Xmas foods, drinks, gift items – bring to the December General Meeting 
or the Xmas Party. 

16. NEXT GENERAL MEETING:       Tuesday 6 December, 
2022  8pm  

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING:   Tuesday 20 December  
(TBC) 

 

17.  MEETING CLOSED:  9.00pm 

 

Thank you to the members who brought supper that was served 
after the meeting.     
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Greetings STHARC members. 
 
I am very pleased with attendances at club meetings and the 
participation and enthusiasm of members. The December meeting will 
be most interesting. Our guest speaker, arranged by our Vice-
president Pam Corbett, will be telling us about the restoration of a 
veteran UNIC bus owned and restored by Murray’s buses.  
 
Our hard working editors are desperate for member car stories. A few 
have promised but very little has been provided. I know many of you 
have lovely cars and good stories about them, so please dig out the 
stories with a picture or two and email to our STHARC editor. I am 
looking forward to reading them. 
 
I have been trying to pic a spot for the President’s Run in January. 
Having driven around I have seen many places that have been 
adversely effected by all the rain. So hopefully the spot I’ve selected 
will be pleasant and easy to get to.  
 
See you all at our next meeting on Tuesday 6 December. 

Cheers and stay safe 
Joe Vavra  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
By Joe Vavra 
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